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Jenny Huberman provides an ethnographic study of encounters between western

tourists and the children who work as unlicensed peddlers and guides along the

riverfront city of Banaras, India. She examines how and why these children elicit

such powerful reactions from western tourists and locals in their community as

well as how the children themselves experience their work and render it

meaningful.

Ambivalent Encounters brings together scholarship on the anthropology of

childhood, tourism, consumption, and exchange to ask why children emerge as

objects of the international tourist gaze; what role they play in representing

socio-economic change; how children are valued and devalued; why they elicit

anxieties, fantasies, and debates; and what these tourist encounters teach us more

generally about the nature of human interaction. It examines the role of gender in

mediating experiences of social change—girls are praised by locals for

participating constructively in the informal tourist economy while boys are

accused of deviant behavior. Huberman is interested equally in the children’s and

adults’ perspectives; her own experiences as a western visitor and researcher

provide an intriguing entry into her interpretations.
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Jenny Huberman provides an ethnographic study of encounters between western tourists and the children

who work as unlicensed peddlers and guides along the riverfront city of Banaras, India. She examines how

and why these children elicit such powerful reactions from western tourists and locals in their community as

well as how the children themselves experience their work and render it meaningful.

Ambivalent Encounters brings together scholarship on the anthropology of childhood, tourism, consumption,

and exchange to ask why children emerge as objects of the international tourist gaze; what role they play in

representing socio-economic change; how children are valued and devalued; why they elicit anxieties,

fantasies, and debates; and what these tourist encounters teach us more generally about the nature of human

interaction. It examines the role of gender in mediating experiences of social change—girls are praised by

locals for participating constructively in the informal tourist economy while boys are accused of deviant

behavior. Huberman is interested equally in the children’s and adults’ perspectives; her own experiences as a

western visitor and researcher provide an intriguing entry into her interpretations.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A useful contribution to our understanding of interactions with children that take place in the context of
tourism, and of children’s economic
activities more generally."
(Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute)

"Huberman provides profound insights on the lives of children who work the streets of the tourist industry,
and equally profound insights on the experience of tourists and their search for meaning and self
understanding in India."
(Joseph S. Alter professor of anthropology, University of Pittsburgh)

"Through her research on tourist-child encounters in Banaras, Huberman makes a real contribution to the
ethnographic and psychological literature on working children and changing gender systems in India."
(Ethos)

"Ambivalent Encounters is one of the most ethnographically detailed and multifaceted books on children.
Huberman expertly captures and explores relationships between value, age, and work in a contemporary
Indian city."
(Chaise LaDousa associate professor of anthropology, Hamilton College)

About the Author

JENNY HUBERMAN is an assistant professor of anthropology at the University of Missouri–Kansas City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Roundtree:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Ambivalent Encounters: Childhood,
Tourism, and Social Change in Banaras, India (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) will make you to
become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Omer Brown:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and



notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Ambivalent Encounters:
Childhood, Tourism, and Social Change in Banaras, India (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) book as
nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jacqueline Carter:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Ambivalent Encounters: Childhood, Tourism, and Social Change in
Banaras, India (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) as your daily resource information.

Jessie Davis:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the information or
perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the personas do
it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Ambivalent
Encounters: Childhood, Tourism, and Social Change in Banaras, India (Rutgers Series in Childhood
Studies), it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.
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