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In this thoroughly revised edition, James Cox provides an easily accessible
introduction to the phenomenology of religion, which he contends continues as a
foundational method for the academic study of religion in the twenty-first
century.

After dealing with the problematic issue of defining religion, he describes the
historical background to phenomenology by tracing its roots to developments in
philosophy and the social sciences in the early twentieth century. The
phenomenological method is then outlined as a step-by-step process, which
includes a survey of the important classifications of religious behaviour. The
author concludes with a discussion of the place of the phenomenology of religion
in the current academic climate and argues that it can be aligned with the
growing scholarly interest in the cognitive science of religion.
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In this thoroughly revised edition, James Cox provides an easily accessible introduction to the
phenomenology of religion, which he contends continues as a foundational method for the academic study of
religion in the twenty-first century.

After dealing with the problematic issue of defining religion, he describes the historical background to
phenomenology by tracing its roots to developments in philosophy and the social sciences in the early
twentieth century. The phenomenological method is then outlined as a step-by-step process, which includes a
survey of the important classifications of religious behaviour. The author concludes with a discussion of the
place of the phenomenology of religion in the current academic climate and argues that it can be aligned with
the growing scholarly interest in the cognitive science of religion.
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Editorial Review

Review
"James Cox's Introduction to the Phenomenology of Religion offers a rich and important introduction to the
theory and practice of the academic study of religion. Its discussion of definitions of religion and the
relationship between believing and doing religion should be read by everyone interested in religion." —
Graham Harvey, The Open University, UK

"This is a clearly written, newly updated and extended introduction to how phenomenology of religion can
be located within the history of the study of religions from some of the foundational thinkers to the
contemporary cognitive science of religion. Cox is not just a theorist but shows how good method can be put
into practice and ends his chapters with focused questions for discussion which are stimulating for student
and tutor alike. What is unique about the volume is its careful exploration of how to engage in the practice of
phenomenology. This attention to practical application of a method, which is explained in stages, is then also
illustrated with precise case studies from African religious traditions drawn from the investigations of
students with whom Cox worked at the University of Zimbabwe. It deserves to be on the book list of every
undergraduate course on the study of religions." — Peggy Morgan, University of Oxford, UK

"This book provides a lively and authoritative introduction to phenomenological methods for studying
religion, written in a clear and lucid style by a leading exponent. Both theoretically alert and practical to use,
it is enhanced by the author's extensive experience of teaching and research across three continents." —
Steven Sutcliffe, University of Edinburgh, UK

"Expressing the Sacred: An Introduction to the Phenomenology of Religion was published in 1992 by the
University of Zimbabwe Publications in Harare, and in a second edition in 1996. Here Cox has thoroughly
revised and updated the information, retaining the informal style that beginners appreciated. The textbook
introduces students to the academic study of religious communities from the perspective of phenomenology,
which he believes maintains an essential place in the discipline despite the attacks on it over the past two or
three decades. Among his topics are defining religion, stages in the phenomenological method, myths and
rituals, religious practitioners and art, and the special case of belief." -Eithne O'Leyne, BOOK NEWS, Inc.

“James Cox’s Introduction to the Phenomenology of Religion offers a rich and important introduction to the
theory and practice of the academic study of religion. Its discussion of definitions of religion and the
relationship between believing and doing religion should be read by everyone interested in religion.” –
Graham Harvey, The Open University, UK

“This is a clearly written, newly updated and extended introduction to how phenomenology of religion can
be located within the history of the study of religions from some of the foundational thinkers to the
contemporary cognitive science of religion. Cox is not just a theorist but shows how good method can be put
into practice and ends his chapters with focused questions for discussion which are stimulating for student
and tutor alike. What is unique about the volume is its careful exploration of how to engage in the practice of
phenomenology. This attention to practical application of a method, which is explained in stages, is then also
illustrated with precise case studies from African religious traditions drawn from the investigations of



students with whom Cox worked at the University of Zimbabwe. It deserves to be on the book list of every
undergraduate course on the study of religions.” – Peggy Morgan, University of Oxford, UK

“This book provides a lively and authoritative introduction to phenomenological methods for studying
religion, written in a clear and lucid style by a leading exponent. Both theoretically alert and practical to use,
it is enhanced by the author's extensive experience of teaching and research across three continents.” –
Steven Sutcliffe, University of Edinburgh, UK

About the Author
James Cox is Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Edinburgh, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Stewart:

The book An Introduction to the Phenomenology of Religion make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book An Introduction to the
Phenomenology of Religion to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and
read a publication An Introduction to the Phenomenology of Religion. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Marie Walsh:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping An Introduction to the
Phenomenology of Religion that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick An Introduction to the Phenomenology of Religion
become your current starter.

Linda Thomas:

The book untitled An Introduction to the Phenomenology of Religion contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author
brings you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.



Candace Edwards:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication An Introduction to the Phenomenology of Religion was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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