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Though many legal theorists are familiar with Jürgen Habermas's work
addressing core legal concerns, they are not necessarily familiar with his earlier
writings in philosophy and social theory. Because Habermas's later work on law
invokes, without significant explanation, the whole battery of concepts developed
in earlier phases of his career, even otherwise sympathetically inclined legal
theorists face significant obstacles in evaluating his insights. A similar difficulty
faces those outside the legal academy who are familiar with Habermas's earlier
work. While they readily comprehend Habermas's basic social-theoretical
concepts, without special legal training they have difficulty reliably assessing his
recent engagement with contemporary legal thought. This new work bridges the
gap between legal experts and those without special legal training, critically
assessing the attempt of an unquestionably preeminent philosopher and social
theorist to engage the world of law.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A must read for all those interested in an exposition of Jürgen Habermas's fundamental contribution to legal
scholarship." (David M. Rasmussen)

"Baxter's study offers the first extended discussion of the development of Habermas's views on law and
society?a development not without its own tensions and difficulties?from The Theory of Communicative
Action to Between Facts and Norms. It also highlights the underacknowledged influence of Niklas Luhmann,
the other great contemporary German legal and social theorist, on Habermas's views as a whole. An
informed and important contribution to our understanding of Habermas's political, legal, and social theory."
(Kenneth Baynes Syracuse University)

"A clear, well-judged, and cool assessment of Jürgen Habermas and his debates with Niklas Luhmann, two
giants of twentieth-century social theory." (Tim Murphy The London School of Economics and Political
Science)

"The great merit of Hugh Baxter's book is not just that it assesses Habermas's legal philosophy against the
background of his more general social theory but that it provides a sophisticated assessment of both aspects
of Habermas's program. This is not just a good book on Habermas's theory of law but also contains the best
discussion of Habermas's theory of system and lifeworld that I have encountered." (Joseph Heath University
of Toronto Law Journal)

"Baxter's own predilection is to reconfigure Habermas's project as a more porous version of Niklas
Luhmann's autopoietic systems theory. With attention to Talcott Parsons, Frank Michelman, Ronald
Dworkin, John Rawls, and particularly Luhmann, Baxter contributes an immanent and comparative critique
of Habermas." (G. D. Miller)

About the Author
Hugh Baxter is Professor of Law and Philosophy at Boston University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alma Driver:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Habermas: The
Discourse Theory of Law and Democracy (Jurists: Profiles in Legal Theory) suitable to you? The particular
book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Habermas: The Discourse Theory of
Law and Democracy (Jurists: Profiles in Legal Theory)is a single of several books this everyone read now.
This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.



Pete Plaisance:

The book with title Habermas: The Discourse Theory of Law and Democracy (Jurists: Profiles in Legal
Theory) has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Katherine Shadrick:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Habermas: The Discourse Theory of Law
and Democracy (Jurists: Profiles in Legal Theory) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate?
Let's have Habermas: The Discourse Theory of Law and Democracy (Jurists: Profiles in Legal Theory).

Gerald Wright:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Habermas: The
Discourse Theory of Law and Democracy (Jurists: Profiles in Legal Theory).
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