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In this lively ethnography Ian Condry interprets Japan’s vibrant hip-hop scene,
explaining how a music and culture that originated halfway around the world is
appropriated and remade in Tokyo clubs and recording studios. Illuminating
different aspects of Japanese hip-hop, Condry chronicles how self-described
“yellow B-Boys” express their devotion to “black culture,” how they combine the
figure of the samurai with American rapping techniques and gangsta imagery,
and how underground artists compete with pop icons to define “real” Japanese
hip-hop. He discusses how rappers manipulate the Japanese language to achieve
rhyme and rhythmic flow and how Japan’s female rappers struggle to find a place
in a male-dominated genre. Condry pays particular attention to the messages of
emcees, considering how their raps take on subjects including Japan’s education
system, its sex industry, teenage bullying victims turned schoolyard murderers,
and even America’s handling of the war on terror.

Condry attended more than 120 hip-hop performances in clubs in and around
Tokyo, sat in on dozens of studio recording sessions, and interviewed rappers,
music company executives, music store owners, and journalists. Situating the
voices of Japanese artists in the specific nightclubs where hip-hop is
performed—what musicians and fans call the genba (actual site) of the
scene—he draws attention to the collaborative, improvisatory character of
cultural globalization. He contends that it was the pull of grassroots connections
and individual performers rather than the push of big media corporations that
initially energized and popularized hip-hop in Japan. Zeebra, DJ Krush, Crazy-A,
Rhymester, and a host of other artists created Japanese rap, one performance at a
time.
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rapping techniques and gangsta imagery, and how underground artists compete with pop icons to define
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Condry attended more than 120 hip-hop performances in clubs in and around Tokyo, sat in on dozens of
studio recording sessions, and interviewed rappers, music company executives, music store owners, and
journalists. Situating the voices of Japanese artists in the specific nightclubs where hip-hop is
performed—what musicians and fans call the genba (actual site) of the scene—he draws attention to the
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Editorial Review

Review

“I found Hip-Hop Japan fascinating. Ian Condry writes with both authority and intimacy. Taking on the
movement of musicians, CDs, soundtracks, graffiti, breakdancing, fashion, racialized culture, style, musical
genre, lyrics, and history from the United States to Japan, he offers a groundbreaking transcultural study of
popular culture explored through an ethnography of the local.”—Anne Allison, author of Millennial
Monsters: Japanese Toys and the Global Imagination

“Ian Condry’s book moves masterfully between ground-level observation of the Japanese hip-hop scene and
sharp insight into the global flows of cultural influence. His analysis of the urban spaces in which Japanese
hip-hop culture unfolds is fascinating and smart. So, too, is the book’s careful mapping of hip-hop’s place
within the complex history of Japanese popular music since World War II. Condry is one of the handful of
writers breathing new life into popular music ethnography with lively, evocative writing and a firm grasp of
contemporary cultural theory.”—Will Straw, author of Cyanide and Sin: Visualizing Crime in 50s America

From the Back Cover
"Ian Condry's book moves masterfully between ground-level observation of the Japanese hip-hop scene and
sharp insight into the global flows of cultural influence. His analysis of the urban spaces in which Japanese
hip-hop culture unfolds is fascinating and smart. So, too, is the book's careful mapping of hip-hop's place
within the complex history of Japanese popular music since World War II. Condry is one of the handful of
writers breathing new life into popular music ethnography with lively, evocative writing and a firm grasp of
contemporary cultural theory."--Will Straw, author of "Cyanide and Sin: Visualizing Crime in 50s America"

About the Author

Ian Condry is Associate Professor of Japanese cultural studies in Foreign Languages and Literatures at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Visit Ian Condry’s website.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolina Jones:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural Globalization. Try to face
the book Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural Globalization as your good friend. It means that it
can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.



Margaret Parker:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Hip-Hop Japan:
Rap and the Paths of Cultural Globalization book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Christopher Jaeger:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top record in
your reading list is usually Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural Globalization. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Erik Figaro:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of
Cultural Globalization or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural Globalization to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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