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A straightforward yet inspiring story of what it took to be the first man of color to
break into the white world of professional sports. Jackie Robinson's story is more
than a telling of his tremendous talent; it is also a recollection that showcases his
tenacious spirit, bravery and the courage of his ideals. From the early influences
of family and friends, to his time at UCLA, to the army where he challenged
racism and Jim Crow laws, Jackie Robinson traces his life to playing in the black
leagues, frustrated by the abuses and restrictions of second-class status in
professional baseball. As Branch Rickey, president of the Brooklyn Dodgers,
began to look around for a player to break the color barrier in 1946, he knew he
needed a man of character who could withstand the pressures of his "Noble
Experiment." Choosing Robinson gave both of them the chance to prove what
they believed in. Struggles that continued in his personal life and in response to
the turbulent sixties are interpreted with insight by Robinson and will give
listeners an added appreciation for the amazing strength of his character.
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A straightforward yet inspiring story of what it took to be the first man of color to break into the white world
of professional sports. Jackie Robinson's story is more than a telling of his tremendous talent; it is also a
recollection that showcases his tenacious spirit, bravery and the courage of his ideals. From the early
influences of family and friends, to his time at UCLA, to the army where he challenged racism and Jim Crow
laws, Jackie Robinson traces his life to playing in the black leagues, frustrated by the abuses and restrictions
of second-class status in professional baseball. As Branch Rickey, president of the Brooklyn Dodgers, began
to look around for a player to break the color barrier in 1946, he knew he needed a man of character who
could withstand the pressures of his "Noble Experiment." Choosing Robinson gave both of them the chance
to prove what they believed in. Struggles that continued in his personal life and in response to the turbulent
sixties are interpreted with insight by Robinson and will give listeners an added appreciation for the amazing
strength of his character.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This autobiography, which was originally published in 1972, the year Robinson died, is not about baseball:
it's about the deep commitment that Robinson made to achieve justice for himself and all Americans. He
recalls his years at UCLA, where he became the school's first four-letter athlete and met his future wife,
Rachel. With the advent of WWII he was drafted into the army, became a lieutenant and was court-martialed
for refusing to move to the back of a bus. He was honorably discharged. He played for the Kansas City
Monarchs of the Negro Leagues until he was recruited by Branch Rickey of the Brooklyn Dodgers. In 1947
Robinson broke the color line in the major leagues and suffered terrible abuse for doing so. He discusses his
relationships with the sports figures he admired, like Rickey and teammate Pee Wee Reese, and also recalls
his run-ins with those he did not like, such as Dodger owner Walter O'Malley, who was "viciously
antagonistic," and sportswriter Dick Young, a "racial bigot." Much of the book, written with freelancer
Duckett, focuses on Robinson's political involvements after his career ended in 1956 and his friendships with
such diverse characters as Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, William Buckley and Nelson Rockefeller. The
most wrenching episodes in the book deal with Jackie Jr., who overcame his heroin addiction only to be
killed in an automobile accident at age 24 in 1971. A disturbing and enlightening self-portrait by one of
America's genuine heroes. Photos not seen by PW.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This book essentially enlarges upon matters Duckett had covered with Robinson in an earlier work,
Breakthrough to the Big League (1965). Included are introductions by Hank Aaron and Cornel West that
provide fresh perspectives on the significance of the legendary star's breaking of major league baseball's
color barrier. With each retelling, it is clear that Robinson's story has become less a baseball story than a
major cultural milestone in the nation's history. As George Will is quoted as saying, it was "one of the great
achievements not only in the annals of sport, but of the human drama anywhere, anytime." Appropriate for
both adult and young adult collections.?William H. Hoffman, Ft. Myers-Lee Cty. P.L., Fla.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
I Never Had It Made is Jackie Robinson's own candid, hard-hitting autobiographical account of what it took
to become the first black man in American history to play in the major leagues. I Never Had It Made recalls
Robinson's early years and influences: his time at UCLA, where he became the school's first four-letter
athlete, his army stint during World War II, when he challenged Jim Crow laws and narrowly escaped court
martial; his years of frustration, on and off the field, with the Negro Leagues; and finally that fateful day
when Branch Rickey of the Brooklyn Dodgers proposed what became known as the "Noble Experiment" --
Robinson would step up to bat to integrate and revolutionize baseball. More than just a baseball story, I
Never Had It Made also reveals the highs and lows of Robinson's life after baseball. He recounts his political
aspirations and civil rights activism; his friendships with Martin Luther King, Jr. , Malcom X, William
Buckley, and Nelson Rockefeller, and his troubled relationship with his son, Jackie, Jr. I Never Had It Made
is an engaging, candid, informative autobiography deserving to be read by a whole new generation to whom
pioneers like Robinson are otherwise merely footnotes in their history books. -- Midwest Book Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Robert Rios:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled I Never Had It
Made? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Michael Colburn:

The book I Never Had It Made make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book I Never Had It Made to be your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a e-book I Never Had It Made. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Frank Dawson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this I Never Had It Made guide written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still doubt I Never Had It Made as good book not simply by the cover but also by
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Keith Cochran:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book I Never Had It Made to make your
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to
be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book I Never Had It Made can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that
time.
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