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Now fully updated and revised, this clear and comprehensive text explores
contemporary Soviet/Russian international relations, comparing foreign policy
formation under Gorbachev, Yeltsin, Medvedev, and Putin. Challenging
conventional views of Moscow’s foreign policy, Andrei Tsygankov shows that
definitions of national interest depend on visions of national identity and are
rooted both in history and domestic politics. Yet the author also highlights the
role of the external environment in affecting the balance of power among
competing domestic groups.

Drawing on both Russian and Western sources, Tsygankov traces how Moscow’s
policies have shifted under different leaders’ visions of Russia’s national
interests. He gives an overview of the ideas and pressures that motivated Russian
foreign policy in six different periods: the Gorbachev era of the late 1980s, the
liberal “Westernizers” era under Kozyrev in the early 1990s, the relatively
hardline statist policy under Primakov, the more pragmatic course of limited
cooperation under Putin and then Medvedev, and the assertive policy Putin has
implemented since his return to power. Evaluating the successes and failures of
Russian foreign policies, Tsygankov explains its many turns as Russia’s identity
and interaction with the West have evolved. The book concludes with reflections
on the emergence of the post-Western world and the challenges it presents to
Russia’s enduring quest for great power status along with its desire for a special
relationship with Western nations.
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Now fully updated and revised, this clear and comprehensive text explores contemporary Soviet/Russian
international relations, comparing foreign policy formation under Gorbachev, Yeltsin, Medvedev, and Putin.
Challenging conventional views of Moscow’s foreign policy, Andrei Tsygankov shows that definitions of
national interest depend on visions of national identity and are rooted both in history and domestic politics.
Yet the author also highlights the role of the external environment in affecting the balance of power among
competing domestic groups.

Drawing on both Russian and Western sources, Tsygankov traces how Moscow’s policies have shifted under
different leaders’ visions of Russia’s national interests. He gives an overview of the ideas and pressures that
motivated Russian foreign policy in six different periods: the Gorbachev era of the late 1980s, the liberal
“Westernizers” era under Kozyrev in the early 1990s, the relatively hardline statist policy under Primakov,
the more pragmatic course of limited cooperation under Putin and then Medvedev, and the assertive policy
Putin has implemented since his return to power. Evaluating the successes and failures of Russian foreign
policies, Tsygankov explains its many turns as Russia’s identity and interaction with the West have evolved.
The book concludes with reflections on the emergence of the post-Western world and the challenges it
presents to Russia’s enduring quest for great power status along with its desire for a special relationship with
Western nations.
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Editorial Review

Review
Tsygankov is one of the world’s leading analysts of the complexities of Russian foreign policy, and in this
volume he makes available, in a concise and easily accessible format, his knowledge distilled from years of
study of the subject. He steers a sophisticated path between pro-Western liberal views and various anti-
Western Russian nationalist mythologies to provide a convincing and coherent study of the relationship
between national identity and foreign policy. A must-read for all serious students of Russian foreign policy
and of the country’s place in the world. (Richard Sakwa, University of Kent)

This book is based on a profound understanding of how Russian policymakers view the world and the impact
of those views on their foreign-policy behavior. It is a must read for scholars, students, and the educated
citizenry. (George Breslauer, University of California, Berkeley)

Now fully revised and updated, this clear and comprehensive text explores the past quarter-century of
Soviet/Russian international relations, comparing foreign policy formation under Gorbachev, Yeltsin,
Medvedev, and Putin. Drawing on an impressive mastery of both Russian and Western sources, Andrei
Tsygankov shows how Moscow’s policies have shifted with each leader’s vision of Russia’s national
interests. He evaluates the successes and failures of Russia’s foreign policies, explaining its many turns as
Russia’s identity and interaction with the West have evolved. The author devotes a special chapter to
Moscow’s recent shift to the rhetoric of state-civilization that has defined Russia as a country with special
cultural values and assesses how these values have affected foreign policy. The book concludes with
reflections on the emergence of the post-Western world and the challenges it presents to Russia’s enduring
quest for great power status along with its desire for a special relationship with Western nations.

About the Author
Andrei P. Tsygankov is professor in the Departments of Political Science and International Relations at San
Francisco State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Georgetta Watson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Russia's Foreign Policy:
Change and Continuity in National Identity is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Leonard Dail:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and



the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Russia's Foreign Policy: Change and
Continuity in National Identity book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Brian Crafton:

This Russia's Foreign Policy: Change and Continuity in National Identity is great publication for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we
can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Russia's Foreign Policy: Change and Continuity in National Identity in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world with ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Dale Eich:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a half
elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Russia's Foreign Policy: Change and Continuity in
National Identity to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression
about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it.
Beside that the reserve Russia's Foreign Policy: Change and Continuity in National Identity can to be your
brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this
time.
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