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Isabelle Steiger has crafted a powerful and masterful debut with The Empire's
Ghost, the first book in a haunting new epic fantasy series.

The empire of Elesthene once spanned a continent, but its rise heralded the death
of magic. It toreitself apart from within, leaving behind a patchwork of
kingdoms struggling to rebuild.

But when a new dictator, the ambitious and enigmatic Imperator Elgar, seizes
power in the old capital and seeks to recreate the lost empire anew, the other
kingdoms have little hope of stopping him. Prince Kelken of Reglay finds
himself at odds with his father at his country’s darkest hour; the marquise of
Esthrades is unmatched in politics and strategy, but she sits at a staggering
military disadvantage. And I ssamira, the most powerful of the free countries, has
shut itself off from the conflict, thrown into confusion by the disappearance of its
crown prince and the ensuing struggle for succession.

Everything seems aligned in Elgar’ s favor, but when he presses a band of
insignificant but skilled alley-dwellersinto his service for amission of greatest
secrecy, they find an unexpected opportunity to alter the balance of power in the
war. Through their actions and those of the remaining royals, they may uncover
not just away to defeat Elgar, but also a deeper truth about their world’ s lost
history.
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Isabelle Steiger has crafted a powerful and masterful debut with The Empire's Ghogt, the first book in a
haunting new epic fantasy series.

The empire of Elesthene once spanned a continent, but its rise heralded the death of magic. It tore itself apart
from within, leaving behind a patchwork of kingdoms struggling to rebuild.

But when a new dictator, the ambitious and enigmatic Imperator Elgar, seizes power in the old capital and
seeks to recreate the lost empire anew, the other kingdoms have little hope of stopping him. Prince Kelken of
Reglay finds himself at odds with his father at his country’s darkest hour; the marquise of Esthradesis
unmatched in politics and strategy, but she sits at a staggering military disadvantage. And |ssamira, the most
powerful of the free countries, has shut itself off from the conflict, thrown into confusion by the
disappearance of its crown prince and the ensuing struggle for succession.

Everything seems aligned in Elgar’ s favor, but when he presses a band of insignificant but skilled alley-
dwellersinto his service for amission of greatest secrecy, they find an unexpected opportunity to alter the
balance of power in the war. Through their actions and those of the remaining royals, they may uncover not
just away to defeat Elgar, but also a deeper truth about their world’ slost history.
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Editorial Review
Review

"In The Empire's Ghogt, Isabelle Steiger has created atapestry of compelling charactersin aworld that feels
steeped in its own history. It's the kind of book that you sink into, that envelops you and compels you to read
more. | can't wait for the sequel!"?Sarah Beth Durst, author of The Queen of Blood

"Steiger’ s enjoyable epic fantasy debut weaves in and out of the lives of people on all sides of the struggleto
determine the destiny of a continent.... Steiger handles a complex plot and a multitude of viewpoints neatly
and well. Revelations about the world and the characters are placed at suspenseful intervals, and the story
raises many interesting questions..." ?Publishers Weekly

"Each character feels unique and compelling to the reader, with enough humorous banter to keep the
darkness at bay.... The female characters are fully realized, flaws and al, as they hold their own in a struggle
for domination, and the roya families are at odds with each other but united in their quest for understanding
their magical history. The paceis brisk, and Steiger dropsin hints and clues along the way to keep the reader
tantalized with wondering how all the plots and traps will play out. A well-crafted tale that isripe for a
sequel.” ?Booklist

"I like the way Steiger sets up her group and then splitsit leaving each something important to do for the
plot. Her reluctant heroes are probably the strongest characters. She weaves real limitations into her
characters. Thereis no perfect hero/heroine, there are flaws and individual foibles. These attributes make the
characters relatable to readers.... A solid debut for Steiger.” ?SFRevu

"In The Empire's Ghost, Steiger has succeeded in crafting afantasy novel at once familiar and refreshing in
its refusal to adhere to any one trope of the genre. Female characters are more than mere pawns to be married
to other nations; friendships and loyalties liein agrey area, open to contextual interpretation; politics are at
once adriving force of the plot yet far removed from the day-to-day life of citizens. Most impressively,
Steiger succeeds in managing a multitude of characters and complexitiesin away that, though overwhelming
at times, is never doppy or confusing.... A debut fantasy novel features powerful female characters, detailed
worldbuilding and a complex narrative that will leave fans hungry for more." ?Shelf Awareness

"1f you're looking for aslow building, but incredibly intricate world, this book is the one for you." ?Books,
Cats, and Coffee Blog

"The more | think about this book, the more | loveit... The best part of this book, in my opinion, is the sheer
depth of history of the world and the character backgrounds that are presented. The attention to detail made
this book so real and | could not draw myself away from it. Steiger has also proven herself to be incredibly
deft at carefully writing in twists and elements that impressed me immensely." ?Forever Lost in Literature
Blog

"The Empire's Ghost is epic on so many levels.... The story can be dark at times, but thisis not a brutal and
gritty story. It is epic with ups and downs, and definitely death and blood.... Without a doubt, | plan to read
the next one. | need to find out what happens next." ?Tenacious Reader Blog

About the Author



ISABELLE STEIGER was born in the city and grew up in the woods. She received her first notebook when
she was eight, and she' s been filling them up ever since. She livesin New Y ork, though her erstwhile
companion, avery moody gray cat, has since retired and moved to Florida. The Empire’s Ghost is her first
novel.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Adam Nelson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one together with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Empire's Ghost: A Novel iskind of book
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

John Cleveland:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly
unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your aternative in spending your spare
time, the book you have read is actually The Empire's Ghost: A Novel.

Virginia Doak:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people lovesto learn abook. When you learn a
book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, dueto
the fact book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The
Empire's Ghost: A Novel offer you a new experience in examining a book.

John Hayes:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Empire's Ghost: A Novel aswell as
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The
Empire's Ghost: A Novel to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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