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“A rounded overview of historical and sociocultural approaches to memory that
offers a series of interesting and compelling case studies with good global
coverage.”—Andrew Jones, author of Prehistoric Materialities

“Contests constructions of collective memory, the political uses of memory, and
the sensory and mnemonic roles played by materialsin this process. Excavating
Memory is as provocative and disturbing asit is useful and inspiring. A must-
read for memory scholars of al stripes and persuasions.”—Ruth M. Van Dyke,
coeditor of Archaeologies of Memory

The creation of memory often involves a clash between the established official
narrative and insurgent histories. In this compelling collection, Maria Theresia
Starzmann and John Roby bring together an international cast of experts who
move beyond the traditional framework of the “constructed past” to look at not
only who remembers the past but aso how it is remembered. They convincingly
argue that memory is a complex process, shaped by remembering and forgetting,
inscription and erasure, presence and absence. Collective memory influences
which stories are told over others, ultimately shaping narratives about identity,
family, and culture.

This interdisciplinary volume—melding anthropology, archaeology, sociology,
history, philosophy, literature, and archival studies—explores such diverse arenas
as archaeological objects, human remains, colonial landscapes, public protests,
national memoarials, art installations, testimonies, and even digital space as places
of memory. The writers show how the materiality of specific locations features
centrally in the production of memories and counter-memories, revealing the
conflicts surrounding marginalized, underprivileged, and silenced stories.
Examining important sites of memory, including the Victory Memoaria to the
Soviet Army, Blair Mountain, Spanish penitentiaries, African shrines, and the
U.S.-Mexico borderlands, the contributors highlight the myriad ways
communities reinforce or reinterpret their pasts. In doing so, they demonstrate the
political relevance of analyses of social memory to community archaeology,
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public history, heritage studies, and education.
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“A rounded overview of historical and sociocultural approaches to memory that offers a series of interesting
and compelling case studies with good global coverage.”—Andrew Jones, author of Prehistoric Materialities

“Contests constructions of collective memory, the political uses of memory, and the sensory and mnemonic
roles played by materialsin this process. Excavating Memory is as provocative and disturbing asit is useful
and inspiring. A must-read for memory scholars of al stripes and persuasions.”—Ruth M. Van Dyke,
coeditor of Archaeologies of Memory

The creation of memory often involves a clash between the established official narrative and insurgent
histories. In this compelling collection, Maria Theresia Starzmann and John Roby bring together an
international cast of experts who move beyond the traditional framework of the “constructed past” to look at
not only who remembers the past but also how it is remembered. They convincingly argue that memory isa
complex process, shaped by remembering and forgetting, inscription and erasure, presence and absence.
Collective memory influences which stories are told over others, ultimately shaping narratives about identity,
family, and culture.

This interdisciplinary volume—melding anthropology, archaeology, sociology, history, philosophy,
literature, and archival studies—explores such diverse arenas as archaeological objects, human remains,
colonial landscapes, public protests, national memorials, art installations, testimonies, and even digital space
as places of memory. The writers show how the materiality of specific locations features centrally in the
production of memories and counter-memories, revealing the conflicts surrounding marginalized,
underprivileged, and silenced stories. Examining important sites of memory, including the Victory Memorial
to the Soviet Army, Blair Mountain, Spanish penitentiaries, African shrines, and the U.S.-Mexico
borderlands, the contributors highlight the myriad ways communities reinforce or reinterpret their pasts. In
doing so, they demonstrate the political relevance of analyses of social memory to community archaeology,
public history, heritage studies, and education.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Maria Theresia Starzmann is assistant professor of anthropology a McGill University. John R. Roby is
an independent scholar and journalist based in upstate New Y ork.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dominick Carter:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each datathey get. How individualsto be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Excavating Memory: Sites of
Remembering and Forgetting (Cultural Heritage Studies) book because this book offers you rich information
and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there isno doubt in it you probably
know this.

Dan Hanner:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them isthis
Excavating Memory: Sites of Remembering and Forgetting (Cultural Heritage Studies).

John Augustine:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Excavating Memory: Sites of Remembering and
Forgetting (Cultural Heritage Studies) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are
thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new erais common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?



Dawn Dustin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Excavating Memory: Sites of
Remembering and Forgetting (Cultural Heritage Studies) or others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Excavating Memory: Sites of Remembering and
Forgetting (Cultural Heritage Studies) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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