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When Lucy heads to Rome for the summer, she’s is in for pizza, pasta, and a
little amore in this M!X novel from the author of Lost in London.

Lucia “Lucy” Rossi thought she was going to be a camp counselor for the
summer, but, thanks to a very fortunate twist, she ends up in Rome, Italy, helping
out at her aunt’s restaurant, Amore Pizzeria. Lucy can’t wait to see some ruins,
eat all the gelato she can, and maybe say a few buongiornos to some cute Italian
boys.

But Lucy arrives to Italian trouble. Her aunt is in danger of losing her business,
thanks to a flashy new pizzeria down the road that is all style, but no substance.
In order to try and save the shop, Lucy decides to employ a very unique version
of matchmaking—making matches based on customer’s pizza preferences. Soon,
word of the American matchmaker gets out, and it looks like the business might
be saved! Or so she thought—until someone decides to try and sabotage the
newfound success of Amore pizza. Can Lucy figure out who might be behind
everything? Or will her family being saying ciao to Amore Pizzeria for good?
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Cindy Callaghan is the author of the middle grade novels Lost in London, Lost in Paris, Lost in Rome, Lost
in Ireland (formerly titled Lucky Me), Sydney Mackenzie Knocks’Em Dead, and Just Add Magic (which is
now a breakout Amazon original series). She lives in Wilmington, Delaware.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Lost in Rome

1

I’d been planning to be a counselor-in-training at Camp Hiawatha, but there was an issue with fleas, mice,
lice, and snakes and the camp closing, leaving my summer wide open.

The only question was, what would I do with all my free time? Thankfully, my parents were able to make
alternate plans.

“It’s all set,” my mom said.

“For real?” I asked.

“Totally for real,” Dad confirmed. “Your great-aunt Maria can’t wait to have you.”

My great-aunt Maria was my dad’s aunt, and she was more than great, she was my favorite relative in the
adult category. She was sweet, nice, an amazing Italian cook, and she owned this insanely cute pizzeria. Plus,
I always felt like she and I had some kind of special connection—like a bond or something. I can’t explain it
exactly.

Oh, and that pizzeria she owned? It just happened to be in Rome. Rome, Italy!

Basically, Aunt Maria is all that and a plate of rigatoni, if you know what I mean.

“When do we leave?” I asked.

“Tomorrow morning,” Mom said. “But this isn’t going to be two weeks of sightseeing and touristy stuff. I
told her you wanted to work.”

“At the pizzeria?”

“Yeah,” Dad said. “She’s planning to teach you how to make her signature sauce.”

“The secret sauce?” I asked in awe.



“That’s the one,” he added. “I don’t even know how to make it.”

“That’s a major deal,” Mom said.

Just then a girl who looked a lot like me—long dark curly hair, light skin, brown eyes, except she was taller,
prettier, older, and more stylish—walked into our parents’ room, where we were talking. A cell phone was
glued to her ear.

“It’s on!” I said.

“For real?” she asked.

“For real!”

She pumped her fist in the air. “I’ll call you later. I’m going to Rome! Ciao!” She hung up the phone, looked
at herself in the full-length mirror, fluffed her brown curly locks, and practiced, “Buongiorno!”

Maybe I should tell you who “she” is: my older sister, Gianna. She’s like my best friend. There’s no one I’d
rather be with for two weeks in Rome. Next year she’ll be a junior in high school, where she is most often
seen with a glitter pen and scrapbooking scissors.

Me . . . not so much. I’m more of a big-idea gal. Then she builds or glues or sews or staples my ideas into
reality.

This fall she’ll start looking at colleges. She’s excited about it, but the idea of her leaving home makes my
stomach feel like a lump of overcooked capellini. Maybe some sisters fight, but Gi and I are tight. (Okay,
sometimes we fight like sisters.)

Mom said to Gianna, “I told Lucy that you girls are going to work at the pizzeria.”

“I love that place,” Gianna said. “I hope it’s exactly the same as I remember it.”

“Do you think she still has Meataball?” I asked. I had visited Aunt Maria and her pizzeria years ago, and I
vaguely remembered her cat.

“The cat?” Dad asked. “He has to be dead by now, honey. But maybe she has another cat.”

“Gi, she’s gonna teach me how to make her sauce.”

“Just you?”

I shrugged. “Maybe she loves me more.”

Mom said, “No. She loves you both exactly the same.”

“Maybe,” I started, “she wants me to take over the pizzeria when she retires, and I’ll be the Sauce Master,
the only one in the entire Rossi lineage who knows the ancient family signature sauce. Then, when I’m old,
I’ll choose one of my great-nieces to carry on the family tradition. And—”



Mom interrupted. “Lucy?”

“What?”

“This isn’t one of your stories. Let’s bring it back to reality.”

“Right,” I said. “Reality.” But sometimes reality was so boring. Fiction—my fiction—was way better. I’m
pretty sure I’m the best writer in my school, where I’m a soon-to-be eighth grader.

Gianna asked, “You’re totally gonna teach it to me, right?”

“It depends on if I have to take some kind of oath that could only be broken in the event of a zombie
apocalypse,” I said.

Dad suggested, “And let’s try to cool it with apocalypse-related exaggerations, huh? Aunt Maria probably
doesn’t ‘get’ zombies and their ilk.”

“Roger that, Dad,” I said.

“I’m going to pack,” Gianna said. “I can bring a glue gun, right? That’s okay on the plane, isn’t it?”

“I’m pretty sure they have glue guns in Italy. Or maybe you could refrain from hot-gluing things for two
weeks,” Mom suggested.

“Ha! You’re funny, Mom,” Gianna said. “Don’t lose that sense of humor while the two of us are spending
fourteen days in Italy!”

Gi and I looked at each other. “ITALY!” we both yelled at the same time.

We would’ve screamed way louder if we’d had any idea how much this trip would change the future—mine,
Gianna’s, Aunt Maria’s, Amore Pizzeria’s, and Rome’s.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Blade:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Lost in Rome (mix) ended up being making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The book Lost in Rome (mix) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try
to make relationship together with the book Lost in Rome (mix). You never feel lose out for everything if
you read some books.



Melanie Moore:

The actual book Lost in Rome (mix) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this
book very suited to you. The book Lost in Rome (mix) is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Mildred Ralph:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Lost in Rome (mix) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

George Tucker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very important
as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your personal
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books that can
you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Lost in Rome (mix).
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