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Although there are many kinds of love, erotic love has been celebrated in art and
poetry as life's most rewarding and exalting experience, worth living and dying
for and bringing out the best in ourselves. And yet it has excused, and even been
thought to justify, the most reprehensible crimes. Why should this be? This Very
Short Introduction explores this and other puzzling questions. Do we love
someone for their virtue, their beauty, or their moral or
other qualities? Are love's characteristic desires altruistic or selfish? Are there
duties of love? What do the sciences - neuroscience, evolutionary and social
psychology, and anthropology - tell us about love?

Many of the answers we give to such questions are determined not so much by
the facts of human nature as by the ideology of love. Ronald de Sousa considers
some of the many paradoxes raised by love, looking at the different kinds of love
- affections, affiliation, philia, storage, agape, but focusses on eros, or romantic
love. He considers whether our conventional beliefs about love and sex are
deeply irrational and argues that alternative conceptions of love and sex, although
hard to formulate and live by, may be worth striving for.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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their beauty, or their moral or
other qualities? Are love's characteristic desires altruistic or selfish? Are there duties of love? What do the
sciences - neuroscience, evolutionary and social psychology, and anthropology - tell us about love?

Many of the answers we give to such questions are determined not so much by the facts of human nature as
by the ideology of love. Ronald de Sousa considers some of the many paradoxes raised by love, looking at
the different kinds of love - affections, affiliation, philia, storage, agape, but focusses on eros, or romantic
love. He considers whether our conventional beliefs about love and sex are deeply irrational and argues that
alternative conceptions of love and sex, although
hard to formulate and live by, may be worth striving for.
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subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ronald de Sousa is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. He has taught at University of Toronto,
Canada since 1966. He is the author of The Rationality of Emotion (MIT 1987) , Why Think? Evolution and
the Rational Mind (OUP 2007, 2011), and Emotional Truth (OUP 2011). He has also published over a
hundred articles and book chapters, and taught and lectured in some twenty countries. His research interests
have been mainly in areas of philosophy that seek to understand the mind: emotion, evolutionary theory,
cognitive science, aesthetics, ethics, and sex.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Juan Palmer:

The book Love: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Love: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open and read a book Love: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this book?

John Keys:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
will be Love: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Rigoberto Adams:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Love: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's view.



Kenneth Armstrong:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Love: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Love: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions).
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