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Digital cultureis often characterized as radically breaking with past technologies,
practices, and ideol ogies rather than as reflecting or incorporating them. Memory
Bytes seeks to counter such ahistoricism, arguing for the need to understand
digital culture—and its social, political, and ethical ramifications—in historical
and philosophical context. Looking at abroad range of technologies, including
photography, print and digital media, heat engines, stereographs, and medical
imaging, the contributors present a number of different perspectives from which
to reflect on the nature of media change. While foregrounding the challenges of
drawing comparisons across varied media and eras, Memory Bytes explores how
technol ogies have been integrated into society at different momentsin time.

These essays from scholars in the social sciences and humanities cover topics
related to science and medicine, politics and war, mass communication,
philosophy, film, photography, and art. Whether describing how the cultural and
legal conflicts over player piano rolls prefigured controversies over the
intellectual property status of digital technologies such as mp3 files; comparing
the experiences of watching QuickTime movies to Joseph Cornell’s “boxed relic”
sculptures of the 1930s and 1940s; or calling for acritical history of electricity
from the Enlightenment to the present, Memory Bytes investigates the interplay
of technology and culture. It relates the Information Age to larger and ol der
political and cultural phenomena, analyzes how sensory effects have been
technologically produced over time, considers how human subjectivity has been
shaped by machines, and emphasizes the dependence of particular technologies
on the material circumstances within which they were developed and used.

Contributors. Judith Babbitts, Scott Curtis, Ronald E. Day, David Depew,
Abraham Geil, Sharon Ghamari-Tabrizi, Lisa Gitelman, N. Katherine Hayles,
John Durham Peters, Lauren Rabinovitz, Laura Rigal, Vivian Sobchack, Thomas
Swiss
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Digital cultureis often characterized as radically breaking with past technologies, practices, and ideologies
rather than as reflecting or incorporating them. Memory Bytes seeks to counter such ahistoricism, arguing for
the need to understand digital culture—and its social, political, and ethical ramifications—in historical and
philosophical context. Looking at a broad range of technologies, including photography, print and digital
media, heat engines, stereographs, and medical imaging, the contributors present a number of different
perspectives from which to reflect on the nature of media change. While foregrounding the challenges of
drawing comparisons across varied media and eras, Memory Bytes explores how technol ogies have been
integrated into society at different momentsin time.

These essays from scholars in the social sciences and humanities cover topics related to science and
medicine, politics and war, mass communication, philosophy, film, photography, and art. Whether describing
how the cultural and legal conflicts over player piano rolls prefigured controversies over the intellectual
property status of digital technologies such as mp3 files; comparing the experiences of watching QuickTime
movies to Joseph Cornell’ s “boxed relic” sculptures of the 1930s and 1940s; or calling for acritical history
of electricity from the Enlightenment to the present, Memory Bytes investigates the interplay of technology
and culture. It relates the Information Age to larger and older political and cultural phenomena, analyzes how
sensory effects have been technologically produced over time, considers how human subjectivity has been
shaped by machines, and emphasizes the dependence of particular technol ogies on the material
circumstances within which they were devel oped and used.

Contributors. Judith Babbitts, Scott Curtis, Ronald E. Day, David Depew, Abraham Geil, Sharon Ghamari-
Tabrizi, LisaGitelman, N. Katherine Hayles, John Durham Peters, Lauren Rabinovitz, LauraRigal, Vivian
Sobchack, Thomas Swiss
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Editorial Review
Review

“Anyone who teaches courses in digital culture or media studies knows how difficult it is to find scholarly
essays on new mediathat consider these developments in relation to social and technological precedents.
Memory Bytes fills this gap.”—Brian Goldfarb, author of Visual Pedagogy: Media Culturesin and beyond
the Classroom

“Memory Bytesis an important contribution to the growing body of scholarship taking the current moment
of media change as an incitement to re-examine earlier moments in media history. The range of media,
historical periods, and disciplinary perspectivesis spectacular, representing interdisciplinary collaboration
and conversation at its very best.”—Henry Jenkins, coeditor of Hop on Pop: The Palitics and Pleasures of
Popular Culture

From the Back Cover

"Anyone who teaches coursesin digital culture or media studies knows how difficult it isto find scholarly
essays on new mediathat consider these developments in relation to social and technological precedents.
"Memory Bytes" fills this gap."--Brian Goldfarb, author of "Visual Pedagogy: Media Culturesin and beyond
the Classroom"

About the Author

Lauren Rabinovitz is Professor of American Studies and Cinema at the University of lowa. She is the author
of For the Love of Pleasure: Women, Movies, and Culture in Turn-of-the-Century Chicago and Points of
Resistance: Women, Power, and Politics in the New York Avant-Garde Cinema, 1943-1971 and coeditor of
Television, History, and American Culture: Feminist Critical Essays, also published by Duke University
Press.

Abraham Geil isan instructor in media history at the New School University in New York City.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kimberly Williams:

The book Memory Bytes: History, Technology, and Digital Culture make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
Y ou can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Memory
Bytes: History, Technology, and Digital Culture to become your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open and read a publication Memory Bytes: History, Technology, and Digital Culture.
Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do



you think about this e-book?

Margaret Cardwell:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Memory Bytes: History, Technology, and Digital Culture
can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

CharlesTrask:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extratime or they will get great
deal of stressfrom both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have
read is usually Memory Bytes: History, Technology, and Digital Culture.

Joel Barnhardt:

Y ou will get this Memory Bytes: History, Technology, and Digital Culture by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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