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Cao Xueqin (Chinese: ???; (1715 or 1724 – 1763 or 1764) was a Chinese writer
during the Qing dynasty. He is best known as the author of Dream of the Red
Chamber, one of the Four Great Classical Novels of Chinese literature.

Cao was born to a Han Chinese clan that was brought into personal service (as
booi aha or bondservants) to the Manchu royalty in the late 1610s. His ancestors
distinguished themselves through military service in the Plain White Branch
(???) of the Eight Banners and subsequently held posts as officials which brought
both prestige and wealth.

During the Kangxi Emperor's reign, the clan's prestige and power reached its
height. Cao's grandfather, Cao Yin (??), was a childhood playmate to Kangxi
while Cao Yin's mother, Lady Sun (??), was Kangxi's wet nurse. Two years after
his ascension, Kangxi appointed Cao's great-grandfather, Cao Xi (??), as the
Commissioner of Imperial Textiles (??) in Jiangning, and the family relocated
there.

When Cao Xi died in 1684, Cao Yin, as Kangxi's personal confidante, took over
the post. Cao Yin was one of the era's most prominent men of letters and a keen
book collector. Jonathan Spence notes the strong Manchu element in the lives of
these Imperial Household bond servants. They balanced the two cultures: Cao
Yin took pleasure in horse riding and hunting and Manchu military culture, but
was at the same time a sensitive interpreter of Chinese culture. By the early 18th
century, the Cao clan had become so rich and influential as to be able to play host
four times to the Kangxi Emperor in his six separate itinerant trips south to the
Nanjing region. In 1705, the emperor ordered Cao, himself a fluent poet, to
compile all surviving shi (lyric poems) surviving from the Tang dynasty, The
Complete Poems of the Tang.

When Cao Yin died in 1712, Kangxi passed the office over to Cao Yin's only
son, Cao Yong (??). Cao Yong died in 1715. Kangxi then allowed the family to
adopt a paternal nephew, Cao Fu (??), as Cao Yin's posthumous son to continue
in that position. Hence the clan held the office of Imperial Textile Commissioner
at Jiangning for three generations.

The family's fortunes lasted until Kangxi's death and the ascension of the
Yongzheng Emperor to the throne. Yongzheng severely attacked the family and

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B00WLE4WXO
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B00WLE4WXO
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B00WLE4WXO


later confiscated their properties, while Cao Fu was thrown in jail. This was
ostensibly for their mismanagement of funds, though perhaps this purge was
politically motivated. When Cao Fu was released a year later, the family,
completely impoverished, was forced to relocate to Beijing. Cao Xueqin, still a
young child, lived in poverty with his family.

Henry Bencraft Joly (1857-1898) was British Vice-Consul in Macao and
translator of Ts'ao Chan's Hung Lou Meng: The Dream of the Red Chamber, a
Chinese Novel in Two Books. He had three brothers. His only daughter, Vivien,
married Hugh David Beddington, son of Keith Lionel Beddington CBE.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeremiah Burroughs:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have
underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then
having chance to stay than other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this The
Dream of the Red Chamber book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

Jose Campbell:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Dream of the Red Chamber as your daily
resource information.

Elisa Hall:

This The Dream of the Red Chamber is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having little digest in reading this The Dream of the Red Chamber can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself
in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Kevin Roark:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Dream of the Red Chamber can give you a lot of
buddies because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an



interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information
that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons.
So , why hesitate? We need to have The Dream of the Red Chamber.
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