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This volume brings together the most important writing on torture and the 'war
on terror by one of the leading US voices in the torture debate. Philosopher and
legal ethicist David Luban reflects on this contentious topic in a powerful
sequence of essays including two new and previously unpublished pieces. He
analyzes the trade-offs between security and human rights, as well as the
connection between torture, humiliation, and human dignity, the fallacy of using
ticking bomb scenarios in debates about torture, and the ethics of government
lawyers. The book develops an illuminating and novel conception of torture as
the use of pain and suffering to communicate absolute dominance over the
victim. Factually stimulating and legally informed, this volume provides the
clearest analysis to date of the torture debate. It brings the story up to date by
discussing the Obama administration's failure to hold torturers accountable.
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leading US voices in the torture debate. Philosopher and legal ethicist David Luban reflects on this
contentious topic in a powerful sequence of essays including two new and previously unpublished pieces. He
analyzes the trade-offs between security and human rights, as well as the connection between torture,
humiliation, and human dignity, the fallacy of using ticking bomb scenarios in debates about torture, and the
ethics of government lawyers. The book develops an illuminating and novel conception of torture as the use
of pain and suffering to communicate absolute dominance over the victim. Factually stimulating and legally
informed, this volume provides the clearest analysis to date of the torture debate. It brings the story up to
date by discussing the Obama administration's failure to hold torturers accountable.
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Editorial Review

Review
"David Luban has written over the past decade an extraordinarily compelling set of philosophical, legal (and
simply human) reflections on what has unfortunately become a defining issue - torture. He raises crucial
questions not only about the role of lawyers in legitimizing indefensible practices, but also about broader
aspects of moral argument, especially the common practice of relying on 'extreme cases' and 'brainteasers' as
alternatives to confronting more mundane (and horrific) realities. The book therefore promises to be
important even after that happy day when torture has indeed been eliminated from the world."
Sanford Levinson, University of Texas, Austin

"Of all those who have written on themes of justice and power in the aftermath of 9/11, David Luban's work
is among the very best. His elegant argumentation and fluid prose effortlessly cross the boundaries between
law, philosophy and political theory. Taken together, these essays provide a hugely compelling defence of
fundamental rights in the face of those who have sought to weaken longstanding constitutional and moral
protections. No one with an interest in society's response to torture or the broader debate on civil liberties can
afford to ignore this book."
David Rodin, University of Oxford

"If there is but one book to pick from the shelf dealing with the US political crisis over the use of torture,
then clearly it is David Luban's. With a merciless dissection of the semantic games played by Washington
lawyers and a brilliant discussion of the key questions of law and ethics at the heart of the torture debate,
Luban emerges as the subject's undisputed grand master."
Scott Horton, Columbia Law School

"David Luban's writing has been indispensable in the torture debates. No one has done more than he has to
confront the 'ticking bomb' hypothetical. No one has engaged more deeply with our understanding of what
torture is than Luban has in his essay on 'the communicative aspect of torture'. These writings represent
perhaps the most serious and sensitive work that has emerged from this grim chapter in America's history."
Jeremy Waldron, New York University

About the Author
David Luban is University Professor in Law and Philosophy at Georgetown University. His many
publications include Lawyers and Justice: An Ethical Study (1988), Legal Modernism (1994), Legal Ethics
and Human Dignity (2007), and well-known essays on just war theory and international criminal law.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Long:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called Torture,
Power, and Law? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have



additional opinion?

Alyssa Cox:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often
the Torture, Power, and Law is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Desiree Schwindt:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Torture,
Power, and Law which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Pilar Porter:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book Torture,
Power, and Law. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly
add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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