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In Bring Back the Bureaucrats, John J. DiIulio Jr., one of America’s most
respected political scientists and an adviser to presidents in both parties,
summons the facts and statistics to show us how America’s big government
actually works and why reforms that include adding a million more people to the
federal workforce by 2035 might actually help to slow government’s growth
while improving its performance.

 

Starting from the underreported reality that the size of the federal workforce
hasn’t increased since the early 1960s even though the federal budget has
skyrocketed and the number of federal programs has ballooned, Bring Back the
Bureaucrats tells us what our elected leaders won’t: there simply are not enough
federal workers to do work that’s critical to our democracy.

 

Government in America, DiIulio reveals, is Leviathan by Proxy, a grotesque
form of debt-financed big government that guarantees bad government:

• Washington relies on state and local governments, for-profit firms, and
nonprofit organizations to implement federal policies and programs.  Big-city
mayors, defense industry contractors, nonprofit executives and other federal
proxies lobby incessantly for more federal spending. 

• The proxy system chokes on chores as distinct as cleaning up toxic waste sites,
caring for hospitalized veterans, collecting taxes, handling plutonium, and
policing more than $100 billion a year in “improper payments.” 
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• The lack of enough competent, well-trained federal civil servants figured in the
failed federal response to Hurricane Katrina and in the troubled launch of
Obamacare “health exchanges,”

Bring Back the Bureaucrats is further distinguished by the presence of E. J.
Dionne Jr. and Charles Murray, two of the most astute voices from the political
left and right, respectively, who offer their candid responses to DiIulio at the end
of the book.
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In Bring Back the Bureaucrats, John J. DiIulio Jr., one of America’s most respected political scientists and
an adviser to presidents in both parties, summons the facts and statistics to show us how America’s big
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Starting from the underreported reality that the size of the federal workforce hasn’t increased since the early
1960s even though the federal budget has skyrocketed and the number of federal programs has ballooned,
Bring Back the Bureaucrats tells us what our elected leaders won’t: there simply are not enough federal
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Government in America, DiIulio reveals, is Leviathan by Proxy, a grotesque form of debt-financed big
government that guarantees bad government:

• Washington relies on state and local governments, for-profit firms, and nonprofit organizations to
implement federal policies and programs.  Big-city mayors, defense industry contractors, nonprofit
executives and other federal proxies lobby incessantly for more federal spending. 

• The proxy system chokes on chores as distinct as cleaning up toxic waste sites, caring for hospitalized
veterans, collecting taxes, handling plutonium, and policing more than $100 billion a year in “improper
payments.” 

• The lack of enough competent, well-trained federal civil servants figured in the failed federal response to
Hurricane Katrina and in the troubled launch of Obamacare “health exchanges,”

Bring Back the Bureaucrats is further distinguished by the presence of E. J. Dionne Jr. and Charles Murray,
two of the most astute voices from the political left and right, respectively, who offer their candid responses
to DiIulio at the end of the book.
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Editorial Review

Review

John DiIulio’s Bring Back the Bureaucrats (Templeton Press) is an eye-opening account of the hollowing
out of American government. DiIulio, an expert on public administration at the University of Pennsylvania,
points out that the US has fewer full-time federal officials than it did in 1960, while the amount of money
they dispense has increased fivefold. In their place is a legion of for-profit contractors and non-profit NGOs
with highly mixed motives, about which we know very little. In the process, misguided American hostility to
government has produced a huge challenge for democratic accountability. —Francis Fukuyama, Senior
fellow at Stanford and author of Political Order and Political Decay

“Recommended for public libraries, universities, and anyone interested in political science.” —Dorothy J.
Smith, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, The Christian Librarian

About the Author

John J. DiIulio Jr. is the Frederic Fox Leadership Professor of Politics, Religion, and Civil Society at the
University of Pennsylvania and the faculty director of Penn’s Robert A. Fox Leadership Program. He taught
previously at Princeton University and at Harvard University. An award-winning political science scholar
and popular teacher, he has served as a senior fellow and directed research centers at several think tanks
including the Brookings Institution and the Manhattan Institute. A member of several government reform
commissions, he served as the founding director of the White House Office of Faith-Based Initiatives under
President George W. Bush, and he helped to reconstitute that office under President Barack Obama. The
author of a leading American government textbook, his most recent research includes an ongoing national
study of the implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, better known as Obamacare.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edwin Courville:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important normally. The book Bring Back the Bureaucrats: Why More Federal Workers Will
Lead to Better (and Smaller!) Government (New Threats to Freedom) had been making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve
Bring Back the Bureaucrats: Why More Federal Workers Will Lead to Better (and Smaller!) Government
(New Threats to Freedom) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with
the book Bring Back the Bureaucrats: Why More Federal Workers Will Lead to Better (and Smaller!)
Government (New Threats to Freedom). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some
books.



Carmela Williams:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Bring Back the Bureaucrats: Why
More Federal Workers Will Lead to Better (and Smaller!) Government (New Threats to Freedom) book as
beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Stacey Greene:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Bring Back the Bureaucrats: Why More
Federal Workers Will Lead to Better (and Smaller!) Government (New Threats to Freedom) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Matthew Russell:

This Bring Back the Bureaucrats: Why More Federal Workers Will Lead to Better (and Smaller!)
Government (New Threats to Freedom) usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Bring Back the Bureaucrats: Why More Federal Workers Will Lead to
Better (and Smaller!) Government (New Threats to Freedom) can be on the list of great books you must have
is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that possibly will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Bring Back the Bureaucrats: Why More Federal
Workers Will Lead to Better (and Smaller!) Government (New Threats to Freedom) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.
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