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We live in a world populated not just by individuals but by figures, those larger-
than-life people who in some way express and challenge our conventional
understandings of social types. This innovative and collaborative work takes up
the wide range of figures that populate the social and cultural imaginaries of
contemporary Southeast Asia—some familiar only in specific places, others
recognizable across the region and even globally. It puts forward a series of
ethnographic portraits of figures that represent and give voice to something larger
than themselves, offering a view into social life that is at once highly particular
and general. They include the Muslim Television Preacher in Indonesia, Miss
Beer Lao, the Rural DJ in Thailand, the Korean Soap Opera Junkie in Burma, the
Filipino Seaman, and the Photo Retoucher in Vietnam.

Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity brings together the fieldwork of over
eighty scholars and covers the nine major countries of the region: Burma
(Myanmar), Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam. An introduction outlines important social transformations
in Southeast Asia and key theoretical and methodological innovations that result
from ethnographic attention to the study of key figures. Each section begins with
an introduction by a country editor followed by short essays offering vivid and
intimate portraits set against the background of contemporary Southeast Asia.
The result is a volume that combines scholarly rigor with a meaningful, up-to-
date portrayal of a region of the world undergoing rapid change. A reference
bibliography offers suggestions for further reading.

Figures of Southeast Asia Modernity is an ideal teaching tool for introductory
classes to Southeast Asia studies, anthropology, and geography.
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We live in a world populated not just by individuals but by figures, those larger-than-life people who in some
way express and challenge our conventional understandings of social types. This innovative and
collaborative work takes up the wide range of figures that populate the social and cultural imaginaries of
contemporary Southeast Asia—some familiar only in specific places, others recognizable across the region
and even globally. It puts forward a series of ethnographic portraits of figures that represent and give voice to
something larger than themselves, offering a view into social life that is at once highly particular and general.
They include the Muslim Television Preacher in Indonesia, Miss Beer Lao, the Rural DJ in Thailand, the
Korean Soap Opera Junkie in Burma, the Filipino Seaman, and the Photo Retoucher in Vietnam.

Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity brings together the fieldwork of over eighty scholars and covers the
nine major countries of the region: Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. An introduction outlines important social transformations in
Southeast Asia and key theoretical and methodological innovations that result from ethnographic attention to
the study of key figures. Each section begins with an introduction by a country editor followed by short
essays offering vivid and intimate portraits set against the background of contemporary Southeast Asia. The
result is a volume that combines scholarly rigor with a meaningful, up-to-date portrayal of a region of the
world undergoing rapid change. A reference bibliography offers suggestions for further reading.

Figures of Southeast Asia Modernity is an ideal teaching tool for introductory classes to Southeast Asia
studies, anthropology, and geography.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Heather Jones:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have different opinion?

Maurice Lamothe:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Figures of Southeast
Asian Modernity. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Lee Witherspoon:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you personally is Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Dean Herbert:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity was filled concerning science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they



reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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