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Recognized as a major figure in postwar American painting, Richard Diebenkorn
(1922-1993) was an artist strongly identified with California but whose work is
beloved throughout the United States and the rest of the world. This catalog is the
most comprehensive volume on the artist now available.

Jane Livingston's extensively researched biographical essay covers Diebenkorn's
entire career and concentrates on the artist's inner life and purposes as revealed in
his paintings. Ruth Fine deals primarily with the figurative aspect of
Diebenkorn's work (1955-67), and John Elderfield concentrates on the Ocean
Park period (1967-93). All three authors provide valuable insights based on their
personal relationships with the artist and his widow, Phyllis. On both page and
canvas, the reader can sense Diebenkorn's complexity and highly self-conscious
working methods, as well as his formidable integrity.

The Art of Richard Diebenkorn will give readers with an interest in all phases of
modernism new thoughts about the relationship between abstraction and
representation. Stunningly illustrated, with 192 full-color reproductions, this
book is an exhilarating testament to a distinctive American artist.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
On the process of painting, American painter Richard Diebenkorn once wrote, "I want painting to be difficult
to do. The more obstacles, obstructions, problems ... the better." In part, he meant that the freest artistic
expression was often the result of some sort of restraint. Much like Shakespeare writing within the rigorous
poetic form of the sonnet, Diebenkorn found his format in the vertical, rectangular, human-size canvases that
he used to paint his famed Ocean Park series, which occupied a large portion of his magnificent career and
included many figurative works. This sequence consists of more than 100 paintings created primarily over
the course of the 1970s. There is a tranquil, mystical quality to his works: geometric lines define fields of
color evoking the tones, landscape, atmosphere, and quality of light in Ocean Park. His paintings thus hover
on the boundary between abstraction and landscape.

This paperback exhibition catalog of the retrospective at the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York
City contains a beautifully produced plate section, arranged chronologically, that spans nearly the entire
second half of the 20th century. A special highlight are Diebenkorn's notes to himself on beginning a
painting.

From Library Journal
Inspired by the openness and light of the California landscape, the American painter Diebenkorn (1922-93)
developed a unique modernist style, characterized by geometric forms, a bright palette, and thick brushwork.
Once his career was established, he made a sudden shift to representational art. Still later, the figures
disappeared, and he resumed the abstract mode marked by a series of paintings entitled "Ocean Park." This
comprehensive catalog, which accompanies the first retrospective exhibition of Diebenkorn's works since his
death, is intended to enhance understanding of his devotion to modernism and the influences upon his
accomplishments. Livingston, who curated the exhibition, and two other notable art scholars (all
acquaintances of the artist) provide lengthy essays complementing about 200 color plates. Recommended for
all libraries that collect in American modern art.?Joan Levin, MLS, Chicago
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Jane Livingston is an independent author and curator living in Rappahannock County, Virginia. John
Elderfield is Chief Curator-at-Large at The Museum of Modern Art. Ruth Fine is Curator of Modern Prints
and Drawings at the National Gallery.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or



exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Art of Richard Diebenkorn.

Debra Durso:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Art of Richard Diebenkorn. All
type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Anthony Bankston:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The Art of Richard Diebenkorn to read.

Joe Williams:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. The Art of Richard Diebenkorn can be your answer because it can be read
by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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