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Mirza Waheed's extraordinary new novel The Book of Gold Leaves is a
heartbreaking love story set in war-torn Kashmir.

In an ancient house in the city of Srinagar, Faiz paints exquisite Papier Mache
pencil boxes for tourists. Evening is beginning to slip into night when he sets off
for the shrine. There he finds the woman with the long black hair.

Roohi is prostrate before her God. She begs for the boy of her dreams to come
and take her away. Roohi wants a love story.

An age-old tale of love, war, temptation, duty and choice, The Book of Gold
Leaves is a heartbreaking tale of a what might have been, what could have been,
if only.

'I loved it. The voice is lyrical, to match the beauty of Kashmir, and yet it is
tinged with melancholy and grief, as is the story it tells' Nadeem Aslam (on The
Collaborator)

'Waheed's prose burns with the fever of anger and despair; the scenes in the
valley are exceptional, conveying, a hallucinatory living nightmare that has
become an everyday reality for Kashmiris' Metro (on The Collaborator)

Mirza Waheed was born and brought up in Kashmir. His debut novel The
Collaborator was shortlisted for the Guardian First Book Award and the Shakti
Bhat Prize, and longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize. It was also book of the
year for The Telegraph, New Statesman, Financial Times, Business Standard and
Telegraph India, among others. Waheed has written for the BBC, The Guardian,
Granta, Al Jazeera English and the New York Times. He lives in London.
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Mirza Waheed's extraordinary new novel The Book of Gold Leaves is a heartbreaking love story set in war-
torn Kashmir.

In an ancient house in the city of Srinagar, Faiz paints exquisite Papier Mache pencil boxes for tourists.
Evening is beginning to slip into night when he sets off for the shrine. There he finds the woman with the
long black hair.

Roohi is prostrate before her God. She begs for the boy of her dreams to come and take her away. Roohi
wants a love story.

An age-old tale of love, war, temptation, duty and choice, The Book of Gold Leaves is a heartbreaking tale of
a what might have been, what could have been, if only.

'I loved it. The voice is lyrical, to match the beauty of Kashmir, and yet it is tinged with melancholy and
grief, as is the story it tells' Nadeem Aslam (on The Collaborator)

'Waheed's prose burns with the fever of anger and despair; the scenes in the valley are exceptional,
conveying, a hallucinatory living nightmare that has become an everyday reality for Kashmiris' Metro (on
The Collaborator)

Mirza Waheed was born and brought up in Kashmir. His debut novel The Collaborator was shortlisted for
the Guardian First Book Award and the Shakti Bhat Prize, and longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize. It
was also book of the year for The Telegraph, New Statesman, Financial Times, Business Standard and
Telegraph India, among others. Waheed has written for the BBC, The Guardian, Granta, Al Jazeera English
and the New York Times. He lives in London.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A haunting illustration of how, at the end of last century, normal life became impossible for many of those
who call Kashmir home . . . Waheed's talent lies in the vivid, convincing detail he brings to descriptions of
everyday lives. The careful meshing of domestic intimacy with political events is done deftly, with integrity.
Like his great-grandfather's gold painting, Waheed's work will undoubtedly endure." —Financial Times

"Waheed writes about war with a devastating and unflinching calm, with the melancholy wisdom of
someone attuned to but never hardened by its horrors . . . He has a formidable insight into his large cast of
characters, from the elegant grief-stricken principal of the girls' school taken over by Indian officers to the
spoilt boy-turned-insurgent who betrays his own father." —Guardian

A harrowing tale of love in a time of conflict and change . . . The language in this book is lyrical, indeed
at times it seems to be poetry masquerading as prose. The Book of Gold Leaves is the sort of book one can
read and re-read - and then read again - - News on Sunday

About the Author

Mirza Waheed was born and brought up in Kashmir. His debut novel The Collaborator was shortlisted for
the Guardian First Book Award and the Shakti Bhat Prize, and longlisted for the Desmond Elliott Prize. It
was also book of the year for the Telegraph, New Statesman, Financial Times, Business Standard and
Telegraph India. Waheed has written for the BBC, the Guardian, Granta, Al Jazeera English and The New
York Times.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margie Sutton:

The book The Book Of Gold Leaves gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book The Book Of Gold Leaves to get
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a e-book The Book Of
Gold Leaves. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Neil Owens:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to



be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Book Of Gold Leaves book because
this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Ellen McNulty:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Book Of Gold Leaves as the daily resource
information.

Phyllis Walters:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Book Of Gold Leaves.
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