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A captivating tale spanning 5,000 years of the oceans' history, The Conquest of
the Ocean tells the stories of the remarkable individuals who sailed seas, for
trade, to conquer new lands, to explore the unknown.

From the early Polynesians to the first circumnavigations by the Portuguese and
the British, these are awe-inspiring tales of epic sea voyages involving great feats
of seamanship, navigation, endurance, and ingenuity. Explore the lives and
maritime adventures, many with first-person narratives of land seekers and globe
charters such as Christopher Columbus, Captain James Cook, and Vitus Bering.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 8 Up–Lavery offers 5000 years of ocean history in this lavishly illustrated and readable work. Although
stating that the oceans can never be conquered, he narrates many stories of bravery, perseverance, and greed
that resulted in the exploration of unknown worlds. Beginning with the first sailors of Polynesia, the
Mediterranean, China, and Arabia, and covering oceangoing activities until modern times, this book has a
vast reach. Much of the text consists of first-person narratives, often personal and exciting in the telling of
great dangers and adventures. Included are discussions of the great explorations of the New World; the
unbelievable travels of the extraordinary 15th-century Chinese seaman Zhen He, covering 30,000 miles in a
flotilla totaling 27,000 men; the vast Viking journeys; and the use of naval power as a force for conquest. In
the modern era, luxury ocean liners, America's Cup races, and World Wars are reviewed as well as the vast
oversea migrations of the 19th century. The voices quoted give substance to the facts and figures outlining
victory and loss. Piracy is a constant theme; whether for personal gain or in the employ of monarchs, the
oceans were fair game for theft and plunder. Fittingly the last chapter relates to the treacherous Somali
pirates of today. Photos, reproductions, diagrams, or maps appear on almost every page. The well-researched
and popularly presented text is aided by an ample glossary, bibliography, and index. Useful for research and
enjoyable for leisure reading for students interested in naval history, exploration, and adventure.–Eva
Elisabeth VonAncken, formerly at Trinity-Pawling School, Pawling, NYα(c) Copyright 2013. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
The human story of nautical navigation was, until the Age of Discovery, mostly confined to waters within
sight of land. There were exceptions before then, bespeaking bolder souls who ventured over the aqueous
horizon: the Polynesians, the Vikings, and the Chinese fleets of Zheng He. Given prominence in this survey
history, these groups receive an arresting graphic presentation of maps, images of ships and instruments, and
portraits of sailors that support the efficient text, according to a design-template into which the publisher
places every topic Lavery sees fit to include. A British museum curator and prolific author of maritime
histories, Lavery has a sound sense of how to interest new readers. He accentuates human-interest angles by
quoting memoirists who experienced a famous naval battle or shipwreck or by sketching key individuals in
the development of technological advances, such as ocean liners, submarines, and containerized shipping.
Lavishly illustrating the extension of sea travel to transoceanic dimensions, Lavery’s work ably serves a
collection’s need for a general, visually attractive chronicle of ships, sailors, and the sea. --Gilbert Taylor

Review
"[Author Brian] Lavery has a sound sense of how to interest new readers. He accentuates human-interest
angles by quoting memoirists who experienced a famous naval battle or shipwreck or by sketching key
individuals in the development of technological advances, such as ocean liners, submarines, and
containerized shipping. Lavishly illustrating the extension of sea travel to transoceanic dimensions, Lavery's
work ably serves a collection's need for a general, visually attractive chronicle of ships, sailors, and the sea."
– Booklist

"[A] lavishly illustrated and readable work…Useful for research and enjoyable for leisure reading for
students interested in naval history, exploration, and adventure." – School Library Journal

"Lavishly illustrating the extension of sea travel to transoceanic dimensions, [author Brian] Lavery's work
ably serves a collection's need for a general, visually attractive chronicle of ships, sailors, and the sea." –

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Booklist

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Conquest of the Ocean. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book The Conquest of the Ocean.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's read.

Ana Gaskill:

The book The Conquest of the Ocean make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Conquest of the Ocean to be your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a book The Conquest of the
Ocean. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this publication?

Ryan Fox:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need that The Conquest of the Ocean to read.

Cynthia Haynes:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top checklist in your reading list will be The Conquest of the Ocean. This book that is certainly qualified
as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book
you can get many advantages.
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