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Political observers routinely lament that American democracy is broken, and
many of them blame electoral malfunction. But is the system really broken?
Panagopoulos and Weinschenk make the case that citizens are empowered to fix
what’s wrong with electoral politics and renew democracy in America, all within
the institutional setup and framework of the existing system. Put simply, much of
what is broken can be fixed if people stop throwing up their arms and start rolling
up their sleeves to do the hard work of building our democracy. This book
provides an overview of the basic features that characterize contemporary
elections in the United States and includes discussions about voter participation
and decision-making patterns, money in elections, and the role of parties and the
media in presidential, congressional and state and local races. It also outlines
some of the most important trends and challenges in the current system. As a call
to action, each chapter features potential solutions to the challenges that exist in
U.S. elections.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A Citizen’s Guide to U.S. Elections fills an important gap in electoral studies. It manages to be part user’s
guide and part call to action, while at the same time maintaining objective and scholarly standards. Each
chapter discusses perceived problems, evaluates existing evidence, and offers suggestions for concerned
citizens. This book is perfect for the undergraduate classroom, community groups, or the general public.
Bottom line: if you need a good grounding in the problems and potential of the U.S. electoral system, this is
the book for you. I can't wait to use it in my classroom!"

– Thomas M. Holbrook, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

 

"Jam-packed with crucial information about contemporary politics and elections, this terrific primer should
be required reading for serious students and citizens who want to understand the electoral process and back
up their opinions with facts."

– Charlie Cook, Cook Political Report and National Journal

 

"This is not just a guide, but a perceptive, accessible synthesis of politics and political science. It explores the
pressures, patterns and motivations that drive our electoral outcomes -- and can change them. It's
enlightening, a great read for political junkies, and a good one for any citizen who cares about democracy
and each individual's capacity and responsibility to make a difference."

– Robert M. Shrum, University of Southern California; Senior Advisor, Gore 2000 and Kerry 2004

 

"A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections offers a broad and engaging overview of elections in the U.S. The brief
text provides students with a basic overview of electoral politics, situating the discussion in light of
important scholarship by political scientists. It also challenges students to engage in a broader discussion
about how citizens might engage to improve elections if they are dissatisfied with the current state of
democracy in the U.S. A valuable contribution at a time of high levels of cynicism and negativity in
politics!"

– Jan Leighley, American University
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louis Watson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections: Empowering
Democracy in America (Citizen Guides to Politics and Public Affairs) book as nice and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jesica Demarco:

Here thing why that A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections: Empowering Democracy in America (Citizen
Guides to Politics and Public Affairs) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is
good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections: Empowering Democracy in America (Citizen Guides to Politics and
Public Affairs) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no e-book that similar with A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections: Empowering Democracy in America
(Citizen Guides to Politics and Public Affairs). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections:
Empowering Democracy in America (Citizen Guides to Politics and Public Affairs) in e-book can be your
alternate.



Hazel Reinoso:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections: Empowering
Democracy in America (Citizen Guides to Politics and Public Affairs) it is quite good to read. There are a lot
of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Charles Smith:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled A
Citizen's Guide to U.S. Elections: Empowering Democracy in America (Citizen Guides to Politics and Public
Affairs) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar
for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The A Citizen's Guide to U.S.
Elections: Empowering Democracy in America (Citizen Guides to Politics and Public Affairs) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your
better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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