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HOW (NOT) TO WRITE A HIT SONG! - 101 COMMON MISTAKES TO
AVOID IF YOU WANT SONGWRITING SUCCESS takes a close look at the
essential elements consistently found in the structure, melodies and lyrics of all
hit songs. The book highlights and analyzes the most common errors that are
made when these key components are built into a song—so that new writers can
try to avoid such mistakes in their own songs. Most writers have, at some stage,
had to endure the disappointment of having songs rejected by music publishers or
record companies—and ended up asking themselves: “Could I have done more to
make my songs better?”. This book aims to help writers recognise any
weaknesses in their songs, so that they can re-work them, make them stronger,
and hopefully achieve the breakthrough that they’re seeking. The music industry
has been going through major changes in recent years. It is now a ‘singles
market’ again. As a result, there are now even greater opportunities for new
writers who are capable of crafting potential hit songs with memorable melodies
and lyrics. But competition is intense. So it’s more important than ever for
writers to make sure their songs stand out from the pack by avoiding the traps
and pitfalls that many inexperienced songwriters fall into. Written in an easy,
non-technical style, the book identifies many frequent causes of songwriting
problems—from common mistakes in basic song structure … to having the
wrong mental attitude and an unsatisfactory songwriting environment. From
getting the blend of core ingredients wrong … to flawed choices when it comes
to titles, melodies, lyrics, hooks, choruses, intros, bridges, pre-choruses—and
even the song demo itself. The book’s author, Brian Oliver—an experienced
music publisher, songwriter and music consultant—warns that aspiring writers’
chances of success could be hampered if they fail to spend enough time polishing
their songs and eradicating weaknesses in their songwriting. That’s why this
book sets out to help new writers develop their own unique writing style while
avoiding fundamental errors at each key stage in the song development process.
It includes important tips on fixing and strengthening songs, along with a detailed
checklist of 101 common mistakes that writers can measure their own songs
against—no matter how ‘finished’ they think their songs are.
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HOW (NOT) TO WRITE A HIT SONG! - 101 COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID IF YOU WANT
SONGWRITING SUCCESS takes a close look at the essential elements consistently found in the structure,
melodies and lyrics of all hit songs. The book highlights and analyzes the most common errors that are made
when these key components are built into a song—so that new writers can try to avoid such mistakes in their
own songs. Most writers have, at some stage, had to endure the disappointment of having songs rejected by
music publishers or record companies—and ended up asking themselves: “Could I have done more to make
my songs better?”. This book aims to help writers recognise any weaknesses in their songs, so that they can
re-work them, make them stronger, and hopefully achieve the breakthrough that they’re seeking. The music
industry has been going through major changes in recent years. It is now a ‘singles market’ again. As a
result, there are now even greater opportunities for new writers who are capable of crafting potential hit
songs with memorable melodies and lyrics. But competition is intense. So it’s more important than ever for
writers to make sure their songs stand out from the pack by avoiding the traps and pitfalls that many
inexperienced songwriters fall into. Written in an easy, non-technical style, the book identifies many frequent
causes of songwriting problems—from common mistakes in basic song structure … to having the wrong
mental attitude and an unsatisfactory songwriting environment. From getting the blend of core ingredients
wrong … to flawed choices when it comes to titles, melodies, lyrics, hooks, choruses, intros, bridges, pre-
choruses—and even the song demo itself. The book’s author, Brian Oliver—an experienced music publisher,
songwriter and music consultant—warns that aspiring writers’ chances of success could be hampered if they
fail to spend enough time polishing their songs and eradicating weaknesses in their songwriting. That’s why
this book sets out to help new writers develop their own unique writing style while avoiding fundamental
errors at each key stage in the song development process. It includes important tips on fixing and
strengthening songs, along with a detailed checklist of 101 common mistakes that writers can measure their
own songs against—no matter how ‘finished’ they think their songs are.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Brian Oliver is a highly experienced music publisher, songwriter, musician and music consultant who has
been involved in the music industry for over 25 years. He has worked on the songs of legendary writers like
Neil Diamond, Janis Ian, Albert Hammond, Chip Taylor and Gilbert O’Sullivan and bands like The
Stranglers and Spandau Ballet. He has also been a consultant to major companies such as Universal Music
and Warner Music.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This How [Not] To Write A Hit Song!: 101
Common Mistakes to Avoid If You Want Songwriting Success is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mark Fetter:

This How [Not] To Write A Hit Song!: 101 Common Mistakes to Avoid If You Want Songwriting Success
are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this How [Not] To
Write A Hit Song!: 101 Common Mistakes to Avoid If You Want Songwriting Success can be on the list of
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual
with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this How [Not] To
Write A Hit Song!: 101 Common Mistakes to Avoid If You Want Songwriting Success giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful
in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Shelly Gomes:

The e-book with title How [Not] To Write A Hit Song!: 101 Common Mistakes to Avoid If You Want
Songwriting Success includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after
read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.



Dianne Janelle:

Precisely why? Because this How [Not] To Write A Hit Song!: 101 Common Mistakes to Avoid If You
Want Songwriting Success is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap
the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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