
Introduction to International Relations:
Theory and Practice

By Joyce P. Kaufman

Introduction to International Relations: Theory and Practice By Joyce P.
Kaufman

This clear and concise text takes as its starting point the theoretical frameworks
that are the foundation of current international relations. Kaufman explains the
traditional theories, but also makes a place for understanding the areas that lie
outside of or cannot be explained by those approaches. Although levels of
analysis are the primary unifying force, the book also assesses what this approach
does not explain about the contemporary international system.
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Editorial Review

Review
Joyce Kaufman's Introduction to International Relations: Theory and Practice is an excellent choice for the
introductory classroom. In an invigorating approach to IR, it provides students with the concepts they need to
understand the world around them while not limiting them to one perspective.  (Eric K. Leonard, Henkel
Family Chair in International Affairs, Shenandoah University)

Introduction to International Relations is a textbook suitable for an introductory international relations
course. The author begins the first chapter by describing the different levels of analysis and concludes by
defining globalization and noting how it impacts the study of international relations. In chapter 2 the main
international relations theories (i.e., realism, liberalism, constructivism, Marxism, and feminism) and their
variants are introduced. The author does a good job of describing and providing critiques of each theory.
Chapter 3 explains the state level including the Treaty of Westphalia, balance of power and alliances,
national interest, war, and peace. Actions inside of states are the focus of chapter 4, which includes an
explanation of government, culture, ethnic conflict, and the role of the individual. Nonstate actors are
examined in chapter 5, including intergovernmental organizations (with emphasis on the UN, NATO,
International Monetary Fund, World Bank, and the EU), NGOs, and multinational corporations. The final
chapter seeks to provide real-world examples of the key concepts and issues inherent in international
relations by examining how states in the system can solve problems concerning the environment, human
rights, and immigration. Summing Up: Recommended. Lower-division undergraduate collections. 
(CHOICE)

About the Author
Joyce P. Kaufman is professor of political science and director of the Center for Engagement with
Communities at Whittier College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carrie Freeman:

Often the book Introduction to International Relations: Theory and Practice will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Introduction to International Relations:
Theory and Practice is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Robert Black:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Introduction to International
Relations: Theory and Practice reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Introduction to



International Relations: Theory and Practice as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is
one reserve that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Suzanne Jensen:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book Introduction to International Relations: Theory and Practice was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.

Larry Boggs:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Introduction to International Relations: Theory and
Practice was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Introduction to International
Relations: Theory and Practice has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading that will.
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