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Is GW-BASIC dead?

Microsoft GW-BASIC greets you with a simple user prompt: Ok. An invitation
to a world of possibility, the Ok prompt presents a blank canvas with which to
code a masterpiece. But GW-BASIC, released over three decades ago, has sadly
fallen into disuse, its decline greatly hastened once graphical user interfaces like
Windows began to proliferate, leaving text-based MS-DOS (Microsoft Disk
Operating System) programs to wither away. And that's just not ok.

In Not Ok, Mark Jones Lorenzo argues that GW-BASIC still has much to offer
both the budding and experienced programmer. Packed with delicious type-in
algorithmic recipes to stew, Not Ok is the last in a long line of mashup BASIC
cookbooks that once transformed coding into a delectable romantic pursuit. With
the recipes will come the inspiration to cook up your own algorithms, in turn
sharpening your programming chops while keeping GW-BASIC fresh and alive.

But Not Ok is not meant to be an exhaustive tour through GW-BASIC history or
commands or statements or functions, nor is it intended as some kind of learn-
GW-BASIC-in-ten-easy-steps tutorial, nor is it designed as some sort of
teleological work, although it contains bits of all of those things. Instead, this
book brushes up against the absolute limits of the GW-BASIC interpreter
toolbox, only presenting you with a dose of mathematics when absolutely
necessary, whilst shying away from PEEKs, POKEs, and other assembly
language-type subroutines. Appropriately, Not Ok's scope is especially vast; the
approach is meant to be as accessible as possible while also not sparing many
details, serving as both a GW-BASIC appetizer and a main course. And unlike
most other computer programming books, in which the keywords or the concepts
are the focus, here the programs are the centerpiece from which everything else
follows.

Not Ok rekindles an itch, reminding erstwhile BASIC programmers of the
supreme satisfaction (coupled with a heavy dose of nostalgia) to be had while
coding in GW-BASIC, and maybe, just maybe, can also introduce the
programming language, with all of its simple pleasures and lovable foibles, to a
younger set.
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So don't cue the funeral dirge just yet. With a little luck, and a generous helping
of Not Ok, perhaps a requiem won't be needed for GW-BASIC after all.

* GW-BASIC is a registered trademark of the Microsoft Corporation, which did
not in any way endorse or assist in the production of this product.
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language-type subroutines. Appropriately, Not Ok's scope is especially vast; the approach is meant to be as
accessible as possible while also not sparing many details, serving as both a GW-BASIC appetizer and a
main course. And unlike most other computer programming books, in which the keywords or the concepts
are the focus, here the programs are the centerpiece from which everything else follows.

Not Ok rekindles an itch, reminding erstwhile BASIC programmers of the supreme satisfaction (coupled with
a heavy dose of nostalgia) to be had while coding in GW-BASIC, and maybe, just maybe, can also introduce
the programming language, with all of its simple pleasures and lovable foibles, to a younger set.

So don't cue the funeral dirge just yet. With a little luck, and a generous helping of Not Ok, perhaps a
requiem won't be needed for GW-BASIC after all.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Mark Jones Lorenzo is a teacher. He lives in Pennsylvania with his dogs.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Villegas:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Not
Ok: A Requiem for GW-BASIC? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion
or you have various other opinion?

Federico Crouch:

This Not Ok: A Requiem for GW-BASIC are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Not Ok: A Requiem for GW-BASIC can be one of several great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with
information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Not Ok: A
Requiem for GW-BASIC giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Rosa Johnson:

The book untitled Not Ok: A Requiem for GW-BASIC is the publication that recommended to you to see.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Not Ok: A Requiem for GW-BASIC from the publisher to make you
far more enjoy free time.

James Bergeron:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Not Ok: A Requiem for GW-BASIC can give you a lot
of pals because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually



more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Not Ok: A Requiem for GW-BASIC.
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