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“More than anything el se technology creates our world. It creates our wesalth, our
economy, our very way of being,” says W. Brian Arthur. Y et despite
technology’ sirrefutable importance in our daily lives, until now its major
guestions have gone unanswered. Where do new technol ogies come from? What
constitutes innovation, and how is it achieved? Does technology, like biological
life, evolve? In this groundbreaking work, pioneering technology thinker and
economist W. Brian Arthur answers these questions and more, setting forth a
boldly original way of thinking about technology.

The Nature of Technology is an elegant and powerful theory of technology’s
origins and evolution. Achieving for the development of technology what
Thomas Kuhn's The Structure of Scientific Revolutions did for scientific
progress, Arthur explains how transformative new technologies arise and how
innovation really works. Drawing on awealth of examples, from historical
inventions to the high-tech wonders of today, Arthur takes us on a mind-opening
journey that will change the way we think about technology and how it structures
our lives. The Nature of Technology is aclassic for our times.
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“More than anything else technology creates our world. It creates our wealth, our economy, our very way of
being,” says W. Brian Arthur. Y et despite technology’ s irrefutable importance in our daily lives, until now
its mgjor questions have gone unanswered. Where do new technol ogies come from? What constitutes
innovation, and how is it achieved? Does technology, like biological life, evolve? In this groundbreaking
work, pioneering technology thinker and economist W. Brian Arthur answers these questions and more,
setting forth a boldly original way of thinking about technology.

The Nature of Technology is an elegant and powerful theory of technology’ s origins and evolution.
Achieving for the devel opment of technology what Thomas Kuhn's The Structure of Scientific Revolutions
did for scientific progress, Arthur explains how transformative new technologies arise and how innovation
really works. Drawing on awealth of examples, from historical inventionsto the high-tech wonders of today,
Arthur takes us on a mind-opening journey that will change the way we think about technology and how it
structures our lives. The Nature of Technology isaclassic for our times.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

What is technology in its nature, in its deepest essence? Where does it come from? How does it evolve? With
contagious enthusiasm, Arthur, an economics professor and a pioneer of complexity theory, triesto answer
these and other questions in a style that is by turns sparkling and flat. Technology is self-creating, though it
reguires human agency to build it up and reproduce it. Y et technology evolves much like organisms evolve,
and Arthur cannily applies Darwin's ideas to technol ogies and their growth. All technologies descend from
earlier ones, and those that perform better and more efficiently than others are selected for future growth and
development. But radical novelty in technology cannot be explained by this model of variation and selection,
so Arthur argues that novel technologies arise by combination of existing technologies. For example, a
hydroelectric power generator combines several main components—a reservoir to store water, an intake
system, turbines driven by high-energy water flow, transformers to convert the power output to a higher
voltage: groups of self-contained technologies—into a new technology. Arthur's arguments will likely alter
the reader's way of thinking about technology and its relationship to humanity. (Aug.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“...enlightening and stimulating, enhanced by aremarkable diversity of historical examples...The book
invites comparison to work by Thomas Kuhn...Economists, social scientists, engineers and scientists all may
cometo regard it asalandmark.” —Science

“Provocative and engaging...Arthur’ s theory captures many well-known features of technological change
[and] also answers interesting questions.”—Nature

“...reframes the relationship between science and technology as part of an effort to come up with a
comprehensive theory of innovation... Dr. Arthur is bold in his reassessment of the role of technology in
science.” —The New York Times

Review

"Brian Arthur's brilliantly original analysis of how technology devel ops and evolves reminds me of Euclid's
Geometry -- it's clear, simple and seemingly self-evident now that a master has spent years working it out.
The Nature of Technology is a seminal work, thrilling to read and rich in implications for business as well as
engineering and the socia sciences.” -- Richard Rhodes, Winner of a Pulitzer Prize in Nonfiction for The
Making of the Atomic Bomb

"The Nature of Technology is the most important book on technology and the economy since Schumpeter. In
clear, lucid prose and with fascinating examples, Arthur describes how technology 'createsitself' in an
evolutionary process that has taken our world from stone toolsto iPods. A work of deep and lasting
importance that deserves to be widely read -- you will not think about technology the same way again." --
Eric D. Beinhocker, author of The Origin of Wealth

"The refreshing clarity that Brian Arthur brings to the most overwhelming force in the universe will benefit
anyone trying to tame technology -- critics, eager boosters, and the perplexed alike." -- Kevin Kelly, author
of New Rules for the New Economy



"Hundreds of millions of dollars slosh around Silicon Valley every day based on Brian Arthur'sideas.” --
John Seeley Brown, former director of PARC

"We launched Java based on Brian Arthur'sideas." -- Eric Schmidt, CEO of Google

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rose Nguyen:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Nature of Technology: What It Isand How It Evolves.
Try to the actual book The Nature of Technology: What It Isand How It Evolves as your friend. It means
that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes you alot more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jill Vaughn:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Nature of
Technology: What It Is and How It Evolves? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. Y ou redlize beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Carla Arbogast:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Nature of Technology: What It Is
and How It Evolves will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited
book with you?

Sharon Keller:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
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