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Amnesiopolis explores the construction of Marzahn, the largest prefabricated
housing project in East Germany, built on the outskirts of East Berlin in the
1970s and 1980s, and touted by the regime as the future of socialism. It focuses
particularly on the experience of East Germans who moved, often from
crumbling slums left over as a legacy of the nineteenth century, into this radically
new place - one defined by pure functionality and rationality - a
material manifestation of the utopian promise of socialism.

Eli Rubin employs methodologies from critical geography, urban history,
architectural history, environmental history, and everyday life history to ask
whether their experience was a radical break with their personal pasts and the
German past. Amnesiopolis asks: can a dramatic change in spatial and material
surroundings sever the links of memory that tie people to their old life narratives,
and if so, does that help build a new socialist mentality in the minds of historical
subjects?
The answer is yes and no-as much as the East German state tried to create a
completely new socialist settlement, divorced of any links to the pre-socialist
past, the massive construction project uncovered the truth buried-literally-in the
ground, which was that the urge to colonize the outskirts of Berlin was
not new at all. Furthermore, the construction of a new city out of nothing, using
repeating, identical buildings, created a panopticon-like effect, giving the Stasi
the possibility of more complete surveillance than they previously had.
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Amnesiopolis explores the construction of Marzahn, the largest prefabricated housing project in East
Germany, built on the outskirts of East Berlin in the 1970s and 1980s, and touted by the regime as the future
of socialism. It focuses particularly on the experience of East Germans who moved, often from crumbling
slums left over as a legacy of the nineteenth century, into this radically new place - one defined by pure
functionality and rationality - a
material manifestation of the utopian promise of socialism.

Eli Rubin employs methodologies from critical geography, urban history, architectural history,
environmental history, and everyday life history to ask whether their experience was a radical break with
their personal pasts and the German past. Amnesiopolis asks: can a dramatic change in spatial and material
surroundings sever the links of memory that tie people to their old life narratives, and if so, does that help
build a new socialist mentality in the minds of historical subjects?
The answer is yes and no-as much as the East German state tried to create a completely new socialist
settlement, divorced of any links to the pre-socialist past, the massive construction project uncovered the
truth buried-literally-in the ground, which was that the urge to colonize the outskirts of Berlin was
not new at all. Furthermore, the construction of a new city out of nothing, using repeating, identical
buildings, created a panopticon-like effect, giving the Stasi the possibility of more complete surveillance
than they previously had.
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Editorial Review

Review
Eli Rubin has written a wonderfully inspiring study which will be of great interest to social and cultural
historians of the GDR, to urban historians, critical geographers and anyone interested in the achievements
and discontents of modernity more generally. * Jorg Arnold, Reviews in History * The author's
interdisciplinary approach to the history of this once prestigious project makes Amnesiopolis a fascinating
read ... a very knowledgeable and well-written study that will capture the attention of academic and non-
academic readers alike. * Stefanie Eisenhuth, German History *

About the Author

Eli Rubin is an Associate Professor of History at Western Michigan University. He received his PhD in
2004 from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and in 2005 his dissertation was awarded the Fritz Stern
Prize for the best dissertation in German History by the Friends of the German Historical Institute in
Washington, DC. His first monograph, Synthetic Socialism: Plastics and Dictatorship in the German
Democratic Republic was published in 2008. From 2007-2009 he held an Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung
Postdoctoral Fellowship in Germany as a fellow of the Zentrum fur Zeithistorische Forschung in Potsdam.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandon Harmon:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book Amnesiopolis: Modernity, Space, and Memory in East Germany
had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide Amnesiopolis: Modernity, Space, and Memory in East Germany is not only
giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book
Amnesiopolis: Modernity, Space, and Memory in East Germany. You never feel lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

William Bottoms:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Amnesiopolis:
Modernity, Space, and Memory in East Germany is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.



Charles Gray:

Often the book Amnesiopolis: Modernity, Space, and Memory in East Germany has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Henry Stanton:

The book untitled Amnesiopolis: Modernity, Space, and Memory in East Germany contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all
the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The
author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.
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