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According to the media, the church is rapidly shrinking, both in numbers and in
effectiveness. But the good news is, much of the bad newsiswrong. Sociologist
Bradley R. E. Wright uncovers what's really happening in the church:
evangelicals are more respected by secular culture now than they were ten years
ago; divorce rates of Christians are lower than those who aren't affiliated with a
religion; young evangelicals are active in the faith. Wright reveals to readers why
and how dtatistics are distorted, and shows that God is till effectively working
through his people today.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

A sociologist at the University of Connecticut, Wright examines recent survey data on Christian evangelicals
to seeif they substantiate the often misguided and hyperbolic public perceptions of this faith group.
Separating the wheat from the chaff, he explains how some poorly worded, ill-sampled statistics give the
wrong impression of evangelicals and why people should avoid giving them credence. Though he often
blames the media for gleefully reporting bad news about devout Christians, he doesnOt spare evangelical
polemicists such as Josh McDowell and Lee Strobel for their fal se exaggerations of evangelical
shortcomings. His biggest target may be the pollster George Barna, whose surveys on Christianity have
generated intense controversy. WrightOs colloquial writing style gives this volume the feel of afolksy
college lecture series. The abundant use of graphics adds to the impression the bookOs genesis was cribbed
from introductory sociology of religion classes. The conclusions drawn here--no surprise--are that the most
committed Christians practice what they preach, performing better than the rest of the population on a host of
social measures including divorce, domestic violence, sexua misconduct, crime, substance abuse, and
everyday honesty.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From the Back Cover
Wheat if al the bad news you've been hearing about Christiansisn't true?

Here are some facts that may surprise you:

» Evangelicals are more respected by society today than they were twenty years ago.

» Divorce rates of Christian couples are lower than those of nonbelievers.

* The percentage of young people who attend church has held steady over the past twenty years.

All these statements are true, yet we've been told the opposite time and time again. Why is the church being
misled? And what is the true state of Christianity in Americatoday?

Sociologist Brad Wright shatters popular myths by sifting through the best available data. He reveals how
Christians are doing when it comes to everything from marriage and morality to church growth and public
perception. While not all the newsis good, it turns out there is awealth of encouraging information that
we're not being told.

Get the truth behind the statistics you've been hearing and how the numbers are being manipulated, and
discover what isreally happening in American Christianity.

"Buy this book and read it carefully. Then buy one more and give it to your best friend and ask that person to
do the same thing. | hope this book goes viral because this book shows that there's lots of good news when it
comes to the condition of the church in the West."

Scot McKnight
Karl A. Olsson, Professor in Religious Studies, North Park University



"Amid the widespread, distorted, alarmist, and erroneous claims about American Christianity, it is aways
good to learn some basic, reliable facts. Brad Wright pulls together alot of good ones in these pagesto
reconnect people to reality. Let us hope that the misinformed critics and alarmists pay attention."”

Christian Smith, Professor of Sociology, University of Notre Dame
"Thisis an extremely needed book that is adelight to read."

Rodney Stark
Distinguished Professor of the Social Sciences, Baylor University

About the Author

Bradley R.E. Wright, Ph.D. is an associate professor of sociology at the University of Connecticut. After
receiving tenure, he switched his academic focus from crimeto religion in order to research American
Christianity. Brad received his Ph.D. in sociology from the University of Wisconsin, the top ranked
sociology graduate program in the United States. He has a popular blog (brewight.com) based on his
research. Hisfirst book, Christians are Hate Filled Hypocrites. . . And Other Lies Y ou've Been Told received
the 2011 Christianity Today Book Award. He's appeared on humerous national media outlets including
U.S.A. Today.com, Foxnews.com, Moody's Chris Fabry Live!, and the Drew Marshall Show. Brad is
married with two children and lives in Storrs, Connecticut.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Antoinette Hogg:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guysthiskind of aren't like that. This Christians Are Hate-Filled Hypocrites...and Other Lies Y ou've Been
Told: A Sociologist Shatters Myths From the Secular and Christian Media book is readable through you who
hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with
Christians Are Hate-Filled Hypocrites...and Other Lies Y ou've Been Told: A Sociologist Shatters Myths
From the Secular and Christian Media content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such asit. So, do you still thinking
Christians Are Hate-Filled Hypocrites...and Other Lies You've Been Told: A Sociologist Shatters Myths
From the Secular and Christian Mediais not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

TonialLee

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Christians Are Hate-Filled Hypocrites...and Other Lies Y ou've Been
Told: A Sociologist Shatters Myths From the Secular and Christian Media this guide consist alot of the
information from the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That iswhy this book ideal all of you.



Micah Best:

You will get this Christians Are Hate-Filled Hypocrites...and Other Lies Y ou've Been Told: A Sociologist
Shatters Myths From the Secular and Christian Media by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern erajust like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Michad Jones:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many guestion for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Christians Are Hate-Filled Hypocrites...and
Other Lies You've Been Told: A Sociologist Shatters Myths From the Secular and Christian Media or others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more
and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping
them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Christians
Are Hate-Filled Hypocrites...and Other Lies You've Been Told: A Sociologist Shatters Myths From the
Secular and Christian Media to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
this.
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