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Historian Thomas J. Misa’s sweeping history of the relationship between
technology and society over the past 500 years reveals how technological
innovations have shaped?and have been shaped by?the cultures in which they
arose. Spanning the preindustrial past, the age of scientific, political, and
industrial revolutions, as well as the more recent eras of imperialism, modernism,
and global security, this compelling work evaluates what Misa calls "the question
of technology."

Misa brings his acclaimed text up to date by examining how today's
unsustainable energy systems, insecure information networks, and vulnerable
global shipping have helped foster geopolitical risks and instability. A masterful
analysis of how technology and culture have influenced each other over five
centuries, Leonardo to the Internet frames a history that illuminates modern-day
problems and prospects faced by our technology-dependent world
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Editorial Review

Review

A powerful pick for any library interested in a scholarly yet lively survey of connections between science
and culture.

(Midwest Book Review)

An engaging and worthy study of the interaction of technology and culture over the last 560 years... Misa's
excellent study can contribute much to such critical circumspection regarding technology, human reason and
choices, and the purposes and possibilities of human thriving and communal life.

(Bruce N. Lundberg Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies)

Review

"[Leonardo to the Internet] is well written, accessible, and perceptive. It also has a comparative dimension
that sets it apart from others of its genre. In my opinion, it is the first really good book on the theme of
technology in western civilization since Kranzberg and Pursell published their pioneering two-volume work
in 1967." -- Merritt Roe Smith, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Harper's Ferry Armory and the New
Technology

Review

Closely reasoned, reflective, and written with insight, grace, and wit, Misa's book takes us on a personal tour
of technology and history, seeking to define and analyze paradigmatic techno-cultural eras.

(Technology and Culture)

This review cannot do justice to the precision and grace with which Misa analyzes technologies in their
social contexts. He convincingly demonstrates the usefulness of his conceptual model.

(History and Technology)

Follows [Thomas] Hughes's model of combining an engaging historical narrative with deeper lessons about
technology.

(American Scholar)

His case studies, such as that of Italian futurism or the localizations of the global McDonalds, provide good
starting points for thought and discussion.



(Journal of Interdisciplinary History)

A fascinating, informative, and well-illustrated book.

(Choice)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Cardwell:

This Leonardo to the Internet: Technology and Culture from the Renaissance to the Present (Johns Hopkins
Studies in the History of Technology) are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Leonardo to the Internet: Technology and Culture from the Renaissance to the
Present (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) can be among the great books you must have
is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Leonardo to the Internet: Technology and Culture
from the Renaissance to the Present (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

James Hose:

Why? Because this Leonardo to the Internet: Technology and Culture from the Renaissance to the Present
(Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Sarah Frigo:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Leonardo to the Internet: Technology and
Culture from the Renaissance to the Present (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Gary Muldowney:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also



native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Leonardo to the Internet: Technology and Culture from the Renaissance to the Present
(Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Leonardo to the Internet:
Technology and Culture from the Renaissance to the Present (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of
Technology). You can more appealing than now.
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