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Global environmental change and recent worldwide infectious-disease outbreaks
make the ecological perspective of medical anthropology more important afield
of study than ever. In this premier teaching text, authors Ann McElroy and
Patricia K. Townsend integrate biocultural, environmental, and evolutionary
approaches to the study of human health, providing a complete and authoritative
ecological perspective that is essential for interpreting medical anthropology.
Research by biological anthropol ogists, archaeologists, and pal eopathol ogists
illuminates the history and prehistory of disease, along with coverage of
contemporary health issues, both local and global. This sixth edition is
thoroughly revised and updated, with expanded discussion on the interaction of
environment and infectious disease; new material on climate change,
globalization, and the effects of war on physical and mental health; and an
entirely new chapter on ethicsin community health and medical anthropology.
Medical Anthropology in Ecological Perspective captures the essentials of the
discipline—and covers its ever-changing topics, trends, and developments—in an
engaging, accessible way.
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Global environmental change and recent worldwide infectious-disease outbreaks make the ecol ogical
perspective of medical anthropology more important afield of study than ever. In this premier teaching text,
authors Ann McElroy and Patricia K. Townsend integrate biocultural, environmental, and evolutionary
approaches to the study of human health, providing a complete and authoritative ecological perspective that
is essential for interpreting medical anthropology. Research by biological anthropologists, archaeologists,
and paleopathologists illuminates the history and prehistory of disease, along with coverage of contemporary
health issues, both local and global. This sixth edition is thoroughly revised and updated, with expanded
discussion on the interaction of environment and infectious disease; new material on climate change,
globalization, and the effects of war on physical and mental health; and an entirely new chapter on ethicsin
community health and medical anthropology. Medical Anthropology in Ecological Perspective captures the
essentials of the discipline—and covers its ever-changing topics, trends, and devel opments—in an engaging,
accessible way.
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Editorial Review

Review

"I have used Medical Anthropology in Ecological Perspective on numerous occasions and it is close to my
ideal for atextbook in anthropology. Its perspectives in ecology, evolution, and biocultural interpretation are
in the forefront of the biomedical and social sciences. | should be proud to have written it myself.”
—Michadl Little, Binghamton University, SUNY

"McElroy and Townsend's textbook is a classic, and remains the best overall introduction to medical
anthropology available. It isengagingly and clearly written, covering a broad range of topics from
biocultural and evolutionary perspectives. | wouldn't consider using any other text to introduce studentsto
this fascinating field of study."

—Katherine A. Dettwyler, University of Delaware

"The ecological perspective has proven its utility for understanding health and healing across cultures and
through the major health transitions. The new edition of McElroy and Townsend retains the classic
ecological approach while updating and expanding treatment of the major topics adding illustrative and
contemporary case studies; it continues to be in the very first rank of medical anthropology texts."

—L awrence Schell, University at Albany, SUNY

From the Back Cover

"Medical Anthropology in Ecological Perspective" presents human health and nutrition from a perspective
that recognizes the overlapping and synergistic functions of biology, behavior, and environment. A classicin
medical anthropology, this remains one of the fundamental textsin the field.

Dale Hutchinson, University of North Carolina

McElroy and Townsend s text captures the breadth and depth of medical anthropology, expertly weaving
content with case studies. They carefully highlight how power and access to resources are fundamental
concerns in anthropological and ecological approaches to health and illness. An excellent resource for
students interested in biocultural approaches to understanding our current health and healthcare challenges.
K. Jill Fleuriet, University of Texas San Antonio

Global environmental change and recent worldwide infectious-disease outbreaks confirm the continued
importance of the ecological perspective of medical anthropology as afield of study. In "Medical
Anthropology in Ecological Perspective," authors Ann McElroy and Patricia K. Townsend integrate
biocultural, environmental, and evolutionary approaches to the study of human health, providing a complete
and authoritative ecological perspective that is essential for interpreting medical anthropology. Research by
biological anthropologists, archaeol ogists, and pal eopathol ogists illuminates the history and prehistory of
disease, along with coverage of contemporary health issues, both local and global. This sixth editionis
thoroughly revised and updated, with expanded discussion on the interaction of environment and infectious
disease; new material on climate change, globalization, and the effects of war on physical and mental health;
and an entirely new chapter on ethicsin medical anthropology.

Ann McElroy is associate professor emerita of anthropology at the University at Buffalo, SUNY. She has
done research in Nunavut, Canada, for the past forty-seven years and is the author of Nunavut Generations:
Change and Continuity in Baffin Island Inuit Communities (Waveland Press, 2008).

Patricia K. Townsend is research associate professor at the University at Buffalo, SUNY . Her most recent
book is Environmental Anthropology: From Pigsto Policies (Waveland Press, Second Edition, 2009). She
has done fieldwork in Papua New Guinea, Peru, and at Superfund sites in the United States.



About the Author

Ann McElraoy, Ph.D., Associate Professor Emerita of Anthropology, directed applied medical anthropology
graduate concentrations at the University at Buffalo, SUNY, from 1985 to 2013. She has done research in
Nunavut, Canada, for the past forty-seven years and is the author of Nunavut Generations: Change and
Continuity in Baffin Island Inuit Communities (Waveland Press, 2008). Other current research interests
include culture and disability, traumatic grief, and historical traumain indigenous societies.

Patricia K. Townsend, Ph.D., is Research Associate Professor at the University at Buffalo. Her most recent
book is Environmental Anthropology: From Pigsto Policies (Waveland Press, Second Edition, 2009). She
has done fieldwork in Papua New Guinea, Peru, and at Superfund sitesin the United States. After severa
years of college teaching, she has spent much of her career applying anthropology to non-governmental
organizations, including church and refugee agencies. Her current writing projects relate her Papua New
Guinea research to broader issues of human and environmental health.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Patricia Howard:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Medical Anthropology in Ecological Perspective, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Noah Giles:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you aready
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Medical Anthropology in Ecological Perspective, you are
ableto enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang typeisit?
Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Mamie Crossett:

This Medical Anthropology in Ecological Perspective is great book for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling
sentencesinsideit. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only



provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Medical Anthropology in Ecological Perspective in your hand like having the world in your arm,
factsinit is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
minute right but this e-book already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt this?

Teresa Burns:

This Medical Anthropology in Ecological Perspective is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Medical Anthropology in Ecological
Perspective can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes| mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in publication form make them fedl tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer.
So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't missthis! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and
also knowledge.
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