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In The $100 Startup, Chris Guillebeau shows you how to lead of life of
adventure, meaning and purpose – and earn a good living.
 
Still in his early thirties, Chris is on the verge of completing a tour of every
country on earth – he’s already visited more than 175 nations – and yet he’s
never held a “real job” or earned a regular paycheck.  Rather, he has a special
genius for turning ideas into income, and he uses what he earns both to support
his life of adventure and to give back. 
 
There are many others like Chris – those who’ve found ways to opt out of
traditional employment and create the time and income to pursue what they find
meaningful.  Sometimes, achieving that perfect blend of passion and income
doesn’t depend on shelving what you currently do.  You can start small with your
venture, committing little time or money, and wait to take the real plunge when
you're sure it's successful.
 
In preparing to write this book, Chris identified 1,500 individuals who have built
businesses earning $50,000 or more from a modest investment (in many cases,
$100 or less), and from that group he’s chosen to focus on the 50 most intriguing
case studies.  In nearly all cases, people with no special skills discovered aspects
of their personal passions that could be monetized, and were able to restructure
their lives in ways that gave them greater freedom and fulfillment.
 
Here, finally, distilled into one easy-to-use guide, are the most valuable lessons
from those who’ve learned how to turn what they do into a gateway to self-
fulfillment.  It’s all about finding the intersection between your “expertise” –
even if you don’t consider it such -- and what other people will pay for.  You
don’t need an MBA, a business plan or even employees.  All you need is a
product or service that springs from what you love to do anyway, people willing
to pay, and a way to get paid.
 
Not content to talk in generalities, Chris tells you exactly how many dollars his
group of unexpected entrepreneurs required to get their projects up and running;
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what these individuals did in the first weeks and months to generate significant
cash; some of the key mistakes they made along the way, and the crucial insights
that made the business stick.  Among Chris’s key principles: if you’re good at
one thing, you’re probably good at something else; never teach a man to fish –
sell him the fish instead; and in the battle between planning and action, action
wins.
 
In ancient times, people who were dissatisfied with their lives dreamed of finding
magic lamps, buried treasure, or streets paved with gold.  Today, we know that
it’s up to us to change our lives.  And the best part is, if we change our own life,
we can help others change theirs.  This remarkable book will start you on your
way.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Q&A with Gretchen Rubin and Chris Guillebeau

GR: One thing that really sets your book
apart from other similar books is its
specificity. You really drill down on how
people have actually built these businesses.
Why did you take this approach?
CB: Because most books about business are too generic. They are filled with platitudes instead of data and
real instructions. There's nothing wrong with saying “Go for it!”—but the purpose of this book is to say,
“OK, you're ready to go for it? Great. Here's how you actually do it.”

This isn't a book about business, at least not as most people think about it. Instead, it's a book about freedom.
It's for those who want to escape from corporate life, build something of their own to support their families,
or just find a way to make more money.

GR: Is it really possible to make a good business out of your passion?
CB: Yes, but the key is to combine your passion with something that is useful to the world. I used to be very
passionate about eating pizza and playing video games, but no one wanted to pay me to do it.

That's why we have to go further, until we find the convergence point between what we're excited about and
what other people value. For example, I met a guy who was a snowboarding instructor in Canada. He created
a DVD set of instructional videos. He followed his passion, he found a way to make it useful, and it's now a
$300,000 a year business.

GR: Many books about startups focus on technology companies; by contrast, you focus on small
businesses started by people creating companies around something they love to do. Often, they don’t
look like typical “entrepreneurs,” don’t come from traditional business backgrounds, and don’t have



special skills. Why did you take this approach?
CB: I think there's a real misconception about entrepreneurship. As you noted, some people hear the word
startup and imagine things like venture capital, funding rounds, and eventually cashing out if possible. It's
not that different from the conception of traditional business—wearing a suit, sitting behind a desk, playing
golf after lunch.

But there's also an entirely different way of creating freedom, and it's just now starting to get the attention it
deserves. This alternate perspective is about starting on your own, with limited money and no special
training. You don't need outside investment (of any kind), an MBA, or a 65-page business plan that no one
will ever read. You just need a product or service, a group of people willing to buy it, and a means of getting
paid.

GR: The economy has a lot of people feeling anxious about their financial situations. Do you think this
is a bad time to take a risk like a startup?
CB: When the economy causes us to feel anxious, it's also a good time to reassess the whole concept of risk.
For many people, it may be much riskier to cast your lot in the traditional job market. But what if you didn't
have to compete in a crowded marketplace—what if you could essentially create your own job? The
beautiful thing about starting small means that you're not necessarily competing with anyone, and your
financial risk is low.

In the long run, risk is related to security. Many of the people in this book were successful in creating their
own security instead of entrusting it to someone else.

GR: You did a crazy amount of research for The $100 Startup. What surprised you the most?
CB: The first thing that surprised me was how willing most respondents were to talk about the inner
workings of their business, especially the financial details. The common attitude was: if this helps other
people in their work, I want to share it.

Digging deeper, I was surprised by some of the interesting businesses people had started. There is a guy who
earns more than $100,000 a year helping people use their Frequent Flyer miles. There is another guy in
Croatia known as “Mr. Spreadsheet,” who has also crafted a six-figure business helping corporate employees
manage data better. There were also plenty of interesting businesses that were more traditional, like a retail
yarn shop in Portland and an Israeli-American designer who created a business selling hand-made wedding
contracts.

GR: You give some controversial advice: you don’t need a business plan, you don’t need to spend too
much time planning, you don’t need a large amount of money to launch, and you don’t need special
skills or expertise. What do you say to people who disagree?
CB: I'd say the proof is found in everyone who has made it happen. My hope is that this book will serve as a
blueprint for many more success stories, just like the unconventional and unexpected entrepreneurs I talked
to from all over the world.

Review
"The $100 Startup is a twofer: It's a kick in the pants to get started on your dream and a road map for finding
your way once you begin. If you're not ready to launch your own business after reading this book, you
need to go back and read it again!"
-- Daniel H. Pink, New York Times bestselling author of Drive and A Whole New Mind

 



"In this valuable guide Chris Guillebeau shows that transforming an idea into a successful business can
be easier than you think…You are in charge of which ideas deserve your time, and this book can help you
wake up every morning eager to progress to the next step."
--Tony Hsieh, New York Times bestselling author of Delivering Happiness and CEO
of Zappos.com
 
"The money you have is enough. Chris makes it crystal clear: there are no excuses left.  START.  Start
now, not later.  Hurry."
--Seth Godin, New York Times bestselling author of The Bootstrapper’s Bible
 
"Everything Chris Guillebeau does is in earnest. The ideas inside this book will lead you to a better
place." 
- -Chris Brogan, President of Human Business Works and author of Trust Agents
 
“With traditional career doors slamming shut, it’s easy to panic, but Chris Guillebeau sees opportunities
everywhere. Making a career out of your passion sounds like a dream, but in this straight-forward,
engaging book he shows you how to get it done, one simple step at a time.”
--Alan Paul, author of Big in China
 
"Delivers exactly what a new entrepreneur needs: road-tested, effective and exceptionally pragmatic
advice for starting a new business on a shoestring.”
--Pamela Slim, author of Escape from Cubicle Nation: From Corporate Prisoner to Thriving Entrepreneur
 
“Guillebeau has been in the trenches for years, and in The $100 Startup he guides you step-by-step through
how he and dozens of others have turned their passions into profits. It's essential reading for the
solopreneur!”
--Todd Henry, author of The Accidental Creative
 
"This book is more than a "how to" guide, it's a "how they did it" guide that should persuade anyone
thinking about starting a business that they don't need a fortune to make one."
--John Jantsch, author of Duct Tape Marketing and The Referral Engine

“Crammed with data, checklists, models, and concrete examples.  Thoughtful, funny, and compulsively
readable, this guide shows how ordinary people can build solid livings, with independence and purpose, on
their own terms.”
 --Gretchen Rubin, author of the #1 New York Times bestseller The Happiness Project

About the Author
CHRIS GUILLEBEAU is the author of the New York Times bestsellers The $100 Startup and The Happiness
of Pursuit, and the Wall Street Journal bestseller Born for This. He is creator and host of the annual World
Domination Summit, a gathering of cultural creatives that attracts such speakers as Susan Cain, Brené
Brown, and Gretchen Rubin. Guillebeau speaks at dozens of events, companies, and universities, including
Google, Facebook, SXSW, Evernote, LeWeb, and more. He recently completed a personal quest to visit
every country in the world (193/193).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Danielle Smith:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The
$100 Startup: Fire Your Boss, Do What You Love and Work Better to Live More? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Thomas Paris:

The particular book The $100 Startup: Fire Your Boss, Do What You Love and Work Better to Live More
will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book The $100 Startup:
Fire Your Boss, Do What You Love and Work Better to Live More is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Patrica Fussell:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping The $100 Startup: Fire
Your Boss, Do What You Love and Work Better to Live More that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick The $100 Startup: Fire Your Boss,
Do What You Love and Work Better to Live More become your own starter.

Mary Adams:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The $100 Startup: Fire Your Boss, Do What You Love and
Work Better to Live More why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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