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NAMED THE #1 BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY THE CHRISTIAN
SCIENCE MONITOR, A WITTY, INFORMATIVE, AND POPULAR
TRAVELOGUE ABOUT THE SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES AND
HOW THEY MAY NOT BE AS HAPPY OR AS PERFECT AS WE
ASSUME

Journalist Michael Booth has lived among the Scandinavians for more than ten
years, and he has grown increasingly frustrated with the rose-tinted view of this
part of the world offered up by the Western media. In this timely book he leaves
his adopted home of Denmark and embarks on a journey through all five of the
Nordic countries to discover who these curious tribes are, the secrets of their
success, and, most intriguing of all, what they think of one another.
Why are the Danes so happy, despite having the highest taxes? Do the Finns
really have the best education system? Are the Icelanders as feral as they
sometimes appear? How are the Norwegians spending their fantastic oil wealth?
And why do all of them hate the Swedes? In The Almost Nearly Perfect People
Michael Booth explains who the Scandinavians are, how they differ and why,
and what their quirks and foibles are, and he explores why these societies have
become so successful and models for the world. Along the way a more nuanced,
often darker picture emerges of a region plagued by taboos, characterized by
suffocating parochialism, and populated by extremists of various shades. They
may very well be almost nearly perfect, but it isn't easy being Scandinavian.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[A] quick and enjoyable read that is perfect for readers interested in deeper understanding of the cultures
behind the headlines." ---Library Journal

About the Author
Michael Booth is the author of five works of nonfiction. His writing appears regularly in the Guardian, the
Independent, the Times, the Telegraph, and Conde Nast Traveler magazine, among many other publications.
Michael travels regularly to give talks and lectures on the Nordic lands and their peculiar, nearly perfect
people. He lives in Denmark with his wife and two sons.

Ralph Lister is an award-winning stage and film actor whose credits include roles in Oz: The Great and
Powerful, Setup, and Alleged. An Audie Award-nominated narrator, Ralph has recorded more than one
hundred audiobooks and directed over a dozen others, across all genres, both fiction and nonfiction.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Moore:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth of
the Scandinavian Utopia. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a book The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth of the Scandinavian
Utopia. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Sergio Kelley:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the
fact just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind
the Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia to read.



Donald Mobley:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Almost Nearly Perfect People:
Behind the Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.

Benjamin Munk:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Almost
Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia.
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