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According to the traditional telling, the American Revolution began with "the
shot heard round the world." Now in paperback, Ray Raphael's The First
American Revolution uses the wide-angle lens of a people's historian to tell a
surprising new story of America's revolutionary struggle. In the years before the
battle of Lexington and Concord, local people--men and women of common
means but of uncommon courage--overturned British authority and declared
themselves free from colonial oppression, with acts of rebellion that long
predated the Boston Tea Party. In rural towns such as Worcester, M assachusetts,
democracy set down roots well before the Boston patriots made their movesin
the fight for independence. Richly documented, The First American Revolution
recapturesin vivid detail the grassroots activism that drove eventsin the years
leading up to the break from Britain.
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According to the traditional telling, the American Revolution began with "the shot heard round the world."
Now in paperback, Ray Raphael's The First American Revolution uses the wide-angle lens of a people's
historian to tell a surprising new story of Americas revolutionary struggle. In the years before the battle of
Lexington and Concord, local people--men and women of common means but of uncommon courage--
overturned British authority and declared themselves free from colonial oppression, with acts of rebellion
that long predated the Boston Tea Party. In rural towns such as Worcester, Massachusetts, democracy set
down roots well before the Boston patriots made their moves in the fight for independence. Richly
documented, The First American Revolution recaptures in vivid detail the grassroots activism that drove
eventsin the years leading up to the break from Britain.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Historian Raphael contends that the United States war for independence did not begin in April 1775 with the
"shot heard round the world." Rather it began the previous summer in rural towns like Worcester as patriots
forced royal appointeesto publicly resign their offices. These actions brought to a standstill the courts and
public bodies established under the Massachusetts Government Act. The thousands of farmers and artisans
then reclaimed the Charter of 1691 to democratically reopen the courts, establish new governmental bodies
and organize a network of militias. Raphael thus bringsinto clear focus events and identities of ordinary
people who should share the historic limelight with the Founding Fathers. This successful rebellion has until
now remained obscure, the author says, because "[t]he telling of history cries out for individual protagonists'
while this revolution was decentralized and nonhierarchical, creating not leaders but a participatory
democracy that, in Raphael's view, "far outreached the intentions of the so-called "Founding Fathers.
Moreover, unlike Lexington and Concord, this revolution involved no dramatic shedding of blood. Whether
or not "the transfer of palitical authority to the American patriots' in 1774 was the "real revolution" making
the clash in April 1775 a British counter-revolution to regain lost territory Raphael (A People's History of the
American Revolution) makes a compelling case that these early events were critical to the success of the war
that followed and should no longer escape our notice. His liberal use of primary sources (excerpts from town
records, newspapers, letters, etc.), authoritative secondary sources and his meticulous care in footnoting will
prove extremely useful for further study.

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review

A cracking good read....Ray Raphael writes about the American Revolution asif he had been in the thick of
it. His no-nonsense approach and style clarify the hig issues and reveal their personal dimensions. Thisis
truly history of the people for the people.

About the Author
Ray Raphael isthe author of numerous books, including A People's History of the American Revolution, An
Everyday History of Somewhere, Men from the Boys, and Tree Talk. He livesin northern California.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Steven Purdy:

Reading a book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
several ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this The First American Revolution: Before Lexington and Concord, you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
reserve.



Michael Taylor:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read some sort of book. It isrealy fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which
you read you can spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book The First American Revolution:
Before Lexington and Concord it is very good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis
not very costly but this book features high quality.

Ronald Adams:

Y ou can obtain this The First American Revolution: Before Lexington and Concord by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let'stry to
choose right ways for you.

Royce Woods:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book The First American Revolution: Before
Lexington and Concord to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the opinion about book and studying especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to
available abook and examine it. Beside that the book The First American Revolution: Before Lexington and
Concord can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of their time.
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