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Anyone who teaches, lead, or speaks in public has had the experience of needing
to fill short amounts of time in order to hold the audience's attention. The
challenge is familiar to Margaret Read MacDonald, who for thirty-five yearstold
stories to preschoolers every week. Here are more than eighty simple, short, pithy
tales for many occasions: holidays, museum tours, history or nature walks, public
speaking, media appearances, school visits, curriculum boosters. These
traditional tales come from China, west Africa, Mexico, Japan, Thailand, Turkey,
Syria, Cuba, the Ukraine, India, eastern Europe, and the Jewish, native American,
and African-American traditions.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

MacDonald has compiled more than 70 short, easy-to-learn tales that are ideal for beginning a program or
filling in short lags that may occur during a performance. Some selections take as little as 30 seconds to tell.
They come mainly from Asia, Europe, and the Americas, and are subdivided by the occasions for which they
are best suited: talesto tell on awalk, scary tales, humorous tales, tales for the very young, participatory
tales. A few are even provided in fingerplay form. A useful addition to professional and parenting
collections—Marlyn K. Beebe, City of Long Beach Public Library, CA

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Easy to tell, easy to teach to children and adults, and easy to remember, the 80 very short tales in this global
collection are for sharing in the classroom, library, and home and around the campfire. The stories range
from chants and participation tales ("Did you feed my cow?") to scary ghost stories, and with each one,
veteran storyteller and folklorist MacDonald includes a note in tiny print about the story's origins and
connections and about where to find more like it. Many stories are from Asia, where MacDonald has
worked, and from the U.S.; there's only one from Africa ("How to break a bad habit") but it's one of the best.
The book design is spacious, with short lines that show the rhythm and pauses of the telling. The informal,
highly practical suggestions for beginners make storytelling sound easy, including how to choose and
rehearse a story and where and when to tell it. The fun hereisnot in punch lines or climactic moments but in
the lively telling and interaction. Hazel Rochman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Margaret Read MacDonald Bio:

Margaret Read MacDonald is a professiona storyteller, award winning author and highly respected
consultant who travels the world telling stories and conducting workshops for educators. Her most popular
workshop “Playing with Stories’ has been offered in over 70 countries. She has been invited to storytelling
and literary festivalsin Australia, Canada, China, Colombia, Cuba, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Jamaica,
Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Thailand and Singapore. In addition, Dr. MacDonald teaches storytelling to
classroom teachers for the Lesley University Creative Education through the Arts program. For years, she
also taught storytelling as an Adjunct Professor with the University of Washington Information School. Dr.
MacDonald is the author of over 60 books on folklore and storytelling topics, including many award winning
folktale picture books. She has been telling stories since 1964 in her work as a children's librarian, and she
holds a Ph.D. in Folklore from Indiana University along with an M.Ed.EC. (Educational Communications
Masters) from the University of Hawaii and aMaster's of Library Science (MLS) from the University of
Washington. She iswell known for her ability to create texts that delight the ear and are easy for teachersto
share. Teaching with Story contains 20 of these useful stories that can be used by teachers with their students.

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Joshua Canfield:

This book untitled Three-Minute Talesto be one of several booksin which best seller in thisyear, that's
because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy thisbook in
the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you guicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason
for you to past this reserve from your list.

JoyceVolz:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new facts. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especialy fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Three-Minute Tales, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-
book. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Dora Dickey:

The reason? Because this Three-Minute Tales is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who al write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So, it is good for you for not hesitating having
this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of advantages than the other
book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So, still want to delay
having that book? If | were being you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Betty Serrano:

Beside this particular Three-Minute Talesin your phone, it could possibly give you away to get closer to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Three-Minute Tales
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get
what it's al about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to missthat? Find
this book in addition to read it from today!
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