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Wild Life documents a nuanced understanding of the wild versus captive divide
in species conservation. It also documents the emerging understanding that all
forms of wild nature?both in situ (on-site) and ex situ (in captivity)?may need to
be managed in perpetuity. Providing a unique window into the high-stakes world
of nature conservation, Irus Braverman describes the heroic efforts by
conservationists to save wild life. Yet in the shadows of such dedication and
persistence in saving the life of species, Wild Life also finds sacrifice and death.
Such life and death stories outline the modern struggle to define what
conservation should look like at a time when the long-established definitions of
nature have collapsed. Wild Life begins with the plight of a tiny endangered snail,
and ends with the rehabilitation of an entire island. Interwoven between its pages
are stories about golden lion tamarins in Brazil, black-footed ferrets in the
American Plains, Sumatran rhinos in Indonesia, Tasmanian devils in Australia,
and many more creatures both human and nonhuman. Braverman draws on
interviews with more than one hundred and twenty conservation biologists,
zoologists, zoo professionals, government officials, and wildlife managers to
explore the various perspectives on in situ and ex situ conservation and the
blurring of the lines between them.
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Wild Life documents a nuanced understanding of the wild versus captive divide in species conservation. It
also documents the emerging understanding that all forms of wild nature?both in situ (on-site) and ex situ (in
captivity)?may need to be managed in perpetuity. Providing a unique window into the high-stakes world of
nature conservation, Irus Braverman describes the heroic efforts by conservationists to save wild life. Yet in
the shadows of such dedication and persistence in saving the life of species, Wild Life also finds sacrifice and
death. Such life and death stories outline the modern struggle to define what conservation should look like at
a time when the long-established definitions of nature have collapsed. Wild Life begins with the plight of a
tiny endangered snail, and ends with the rehabilitation of an entire island. Interwoven between its pages are
stories about golden lion tamarins in Brazil, black-footed ferrets in the American Plains, Sumatran rhinos in
Indonesia, Tasmanian devils in Australia, and many more creatures both human and nonhuman. Braverman
draws on interviews with more than one hundred and twenty conservation biologists, zoologists, zoo
professionals, government officials, and wildlife managers to explore the various perspectives on in situ and
ex situ conservation and the blurring of the lines between them.
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Editorial Review

Review
"As I've bounced back and forth between Munich and Santa Barbara over the last 20 years, my reverence for
our uniquely American 'wilderness' has deepened. Lately, this allegiance to that American romantic ideal of
nature with its pristine wildernesses took a beating as I read Irus Braverman's searing analysis of 21st-
century conservation: Wild Life: The Institution of Nature (2015). . . . Braverman's research shows we're
already far past the dream of actually 'saving' so much pure wilderness?our romanticized American view of
wild 'nature' is misleading and outdated." (Dan McCaslin Noozhalk)

"Braverman's commitment, equally expressed throughout her book, is to the organisms and populations that
are rendered killable in the name of vitality. The less valuable lives let die or killed, whether as surplus, as
not-wild-enough, as releasable-to-the-wild-even-if-they-will-die, as better-dead-than-captive, as
experimental, as competitor, and so on. The book overflows with stories of animals that are killed in the
name of life." (Becky Mansfield  Dialogues in Human Geography)

"Braverman has a legal background, but she demonstrates familiarity with key issues in conservation and has
evidently consulted widely with a variety of experts who present a range of different viewpoints . . . Overall,
this work presents some important issues that can complicate and detract from the success of conservation
initiatives, and it will be of value to graduate students and professionals seriously considering a career in
conservation." (Susan Catherine Cork Conservation Biology)

"The stories Braverman tells about what wildlife conservationists think they are doing, and how puzzling
some of their behavior is, and how conflicted they are about the unnaturalness of some of the natures they
are creating are quite compelling even absent a layering of Foucaldian deconstruction." (Geoffrey
Wandesford-Smith Journal of International Wildlife Law and Policy)

"Wild Life confronts the conceptual divide between 'natural' and 'unnatural' environments. This false
dichotomy informs the often bitter politics of conservation efforts, and has enormous implications for the
future impact of climate change, environmental degradation, and the steady depletion of biodiversity on a
global scale. An extraordinarily provocative book." (Eve Darian-Smith, University of California Santa
Barbara)

"This is a most thoughtful and well-written book about the difficulty of separating ideas about the lives of
nonhuman animals (animals) who are held 'captive' and animals who are considered to be 'wild.' While there
are clear distinctions, for example, between an elephant who is held captive in a cage in a zoo and shipped
around here and there as a mating machine, and an elephant who is free to move around in large wild areas,
even those who are fenced, the latter individuals still are captive but to a lesser degree than their caged
relatives. Many other examples make the case that 'wild' does not mean 'free.' I highly recommend this book
for those who want a good picture of the complexities of distinguishing between wild and captive and also
what the word 'nature' means in an epoch called the 'anthropocene.' There's a smorgasboard of opinions, each
of which needs to be openly discussed, as we move into unprecedented times of increased human domination
of our magnificent planet - earth, air, and water. We're here, there, and everywhere, and it isn't getting better.
Excellent for advanced undergraduate and graduate courses." (Marc Bekoff, Professor Emeritus of Ecology
and Evolutionary Biology at the University of Colorado Boulder)

"Wild Life is a must-read, especially for young people growing up in a world where all of nature is managed



and the divides between in situ and ex situ have disappeared. Braverman interviews a wide array of
conservationists and tells real life stories of species on the brink of extinction, making a unique contribution
to conservation and to how we think about nature." (Alexander J. Travis, Atkinson Center for a Sustainable
Future Cornell University)

"Wild Life: The Institution of Nature is the second book by Irus Braverman dealing with the topic of zoos,
following the highly acclaimed 2012 publication of Zooland: The Institution of Captivity. In short, both
books are mustreads for anyone in our profession, with the author showing increasing understanding of and
appreciation for our community . . . Wild Life is the quintessential popular scientific book about the One Plan
approach to species conservation." (Markus Gussett WAZA News)

"Should the goal of conservation efforts be the preservation of endangered species in their natural state, in an
environment free of human intervention? Or is it legitimate to conserve vanishing animals in captivity?ex
situ?even if this means that some species will depend entirely on the kindness of zookeepers for their
continued survival? Examining this issue in fine detail, Irus Braverman posed this question to more than 120
biologists, zoo professionals, government officials, and conservation workers . . . What becomes evident is
that there is neither a sharp bifurcation between wild and captive nor a linear continuum with wild nature at
one end and managed nature at the other. Like it or not, human intervention has now become an inescapable
element in what we mean by 'wild.'" (Laurence A. Marschall Natural History Magazine)

"Ms. Braverman has written a book that challenges the reader's beliefs on every page, stimulates so much
thought, and creates so many 'aha!' moments that I wished it was twice as long . . . Through Wild Life, Irus
Braverman excellently traces the shapes of the debates and brings to light a side of conservation that needs to
be understood. In a very real way, the fate of so many lives on our planet hinges on these issues." (Todd
Simmons Staten Island Advance)

"Braverman has written a book that challenges the reader's beliefs on every page, stimulates so much
thought, and creates so many "aha!" moments that I wished it was twice as long. . . . It is a book that anyone
who is interested in the direction that our world is taking should read. It is a book that anyone interested in
conservation should have, that anyone who has a bumper sticker that says 'Save the (fill in species)' or is a
member of a conservation organization should use to understand the complexities of our attempts for these
species' salvation. Through Wild Life, Irus Braverman excellently traces the shapes of the debates and brings
to light a side of conservation that needs to be understood. In a very real way, the fate of so many lives on
our planet hinges on these issues." (Todd Simmons Silive)

"Wild Life is a wonderfully lucid, textured exploration of the many meanings of 'conservation' today. It is
required reading for anyone interested in what 'nature' and 'wilderness' mean in the context of the sixth
extinction event in the history of the planet. Braverman makes a crucial contribution to the growing
scholarship that pushes biopolitical thought beyond homo sapiens." (Cary Wolfe)

"Wild Life is a journey through the changing conceptual geography of species conservation. Drawing on a
cast of over one hundred conservation practitioners, Braverman builds a unique portrait of a field at a turning
point. A fascinating compendium of boundary-challenging case studies in conservation and a deeply felt
ethnography, Wild Life is essential reading." (Emma Marris author of Rambunctious Garden)

"Like any good ethnography, Wild Life reveals dysfunctions, prejudices, habits, and conflicts underlying the
straightforward, objective ecological science that we might desire." (Randy Malamud Common Knowledge )

"Braverman delivers a beautifully argued analysis of conservation efforts over the last three decades. In this



masterful book, nothing less than the essence of what we mean by 'nature' is at stake. Wild Life makes the
voices of conservationists heard while providing a sharp diagnosis of the ethical dilemmas and paradoxes of
their efforts to save endangered species. A must-read." (Ursula K. Heise)

About the Author
Irus Braverman is Professor of Law and Adjunct Professor of Geography at the University of Buffalo,
SUNY. She is the author of Planted Flags: Trees, Land, and Law in Israel/Palestine (2009), Zooland: The
Institution of Captivity (2012), and coeditor of The Expanding Spaces of Law: A Timely Legal Geography
(2014).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Scott Halpin:

In other case, little persons like to read book Wild Life: The Institution of Nature. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book Wild Life:
The Institution of Nature. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Nyla Gomez:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Wild Life: The Institution of Nature will
make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some
of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Henry Knight:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Wild Life: The Institution of Nature is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Gayle Stalder:

This book untitled Wild Life: The Institution of Nature to be one of several books this best seller in this year,



here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this reserve from your list.
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