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Discover the early works of the youthful Dr. Chekhov, whose passion for his two
warring muses, comedy and tragedy, is nowhere more evident than in his first
three full-length plays, Platanov, Ivanov, and The Wood Demon. These works
are assembled in this third volume of the complete plays of Anton Chekhov,
newly translated by Carol Rocamora and published in honor of Chekhov's
centennial. Platonov, Chekhov's earliest, rarely translated play is adapted by
Rocamora from its original, six-hour long, unfinished state into a playable
comedy about a Russian Don Juan who copes with his boredom and ennui by
victimizing every woman in the district. Ivanov, Chekhov's incarnation of the
Russian Hamlet, is a marvel of a character study which has challenged actors
from John Gielgud to Ralph Fiennes to Kevin Kline. And finally, The Wood
Demon, Chekhov's earlier, comedic version of his masterpiece, Uncle Vanya.
Actors, directors and lovers of Chekhov's plays will delight in discovering many
of the settings, characters, and themes that later appear in his four major works.
Theatres will find three exciting full-length plays infrequently performed in the
United States which merit renewed attention.
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earliest, rarely translated play is adapted by Rocamora from its original, six-hour long, unfinished state into a
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
With this latest entry in the publisher's "Great Translations" series, esteemed director and Russian scholar
Rocamora completes her translation of the Chekhov canon. Following Chekhov: Four Plays and Chekhov:
The Vaudevilles, this work collects Chekhov's earliest full-length dramatic works (written in his twenties)--
including a translation and an adaptation of the unwieldy Platonov, which in its unexpurgated form would
take seven hours to perform; Ivanov, which has attracted significant contemporary production interest for the
dramatic opportunities afforded its protagonist; and The Wood Demon, the comedic precursor to the seminal
Uncle Vanya. Also included are a detailed introduction, a dramatic and biographical chronology, a glossary,
a pronunciation guide, and a selected bibliography. The academic and professional theater community is
beholden to Smith and Kraus for its singular commitment to dramatic literature and to Racamora, in
particular, for her devotion to Chekhov. For all substantive theater and dramatic literature collections.
-Barry X. Miller, Austin P.L.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Russian

About the Author
Carol Rocamora is the founder of the Philadelphia Festival theatre for New Plays and is currently on the
faculty of the Tisch School of the Arts in New York University. She is the translator of Chekhov Volume I:
Four Plays, Chekhov: The Early Plays, and Chekhov's Vaudevilles, and she has written a play called, "I take
your hand in mine", which was suggested by the letters of Anton Chekhov and Olga Knipper, all published
by Smith and Kraus.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dale Hollander:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Chekhov: The Early Plays (Platonov / Ivanov / The Wood
Demon) as your daily resource information.

Clarence Cobb:

The particular book Chekhov: The Early Plays (Platonov / Ivanov / The Wood Demon) has a lot associated
with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very



famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Willie Adams:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be Chekhov: The Early Plays (Platonov / Ivanov / The Wood Demon) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Arthur Faust:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Chekhov: The Early Plays (Platonov / Ivanov / The
Wood Demon). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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