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The question at the center of the seventeenth edition of THE IRONY OF
DEMOCRACY is "How democratic is American society?" While most
American government books address politics from a pluralist perspective (the
theory that many groups of people share power in the United States), this book
approaches the subject using an elitist perspective (the theory that only a tiny
number of people make the decisions that shape our lives). By exposing the irony
between elitism and democratic theory and modern pluralism, this eye-opening
book helps readers understand why the U.S. government works as it does.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The Irony of Democracy is a good alternative introduction to American politics and government that
challenges students to think critically about U.S. government and their role in it."

"[THE IRONY OF DEMOCRACY] makes a strong case for ideas students have not considered before.
Some love it, others object strongly to it, but it makes them all think about our system and its values in a new
light."

About the Author
Louis E. Schubert has been Professor of Political Science at City College of San Francisco since 2000. He
received his B.A. from the University of Connecticut and his M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of
Southern California. He regularly teaches courses on American government, ethnic politics, terrorism and
counterterrorism, political theory, and American studies. He has also taught Environmental Politics and
Policy, The Presidency, Interest Groups and Elite Behavior, Elections and Political Participation, Political
Economy, Parties, PACs and Campaigns, and American Political Thought. He has taught at the University of
Southern California, the University of California Riverside, Santa Monica College, and the University of
Redlands.

Thomas R. Dye is Emeritus Professor of Political Science at Florida State University. He received his B.S.
and M.A. from Pennsylvania State University and his Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania. He is the
author of numerous books and articles on American government and public policy. Dye has served as
president of the Southern Political Science Association, president of the Policy Studies Organization, and
secretary of the American Political Science Association. He is the recipient of the Harold Laswell Award for
career contributions to the study of public policy and the Donald C. Stone Award for career contributions to
the study of federalism. He received the Outstanding Alumni Award in 2001 from Penn State's College of
Liberal Arts. Dye has taught at the University of Pennsylvania, the University of Wisconsin, and the
University of Georgia. He served as visiting scholar at Bar-Elan University, Israel, and the Brookings
Institution, Washington, D.C.

Harmon Zeigler taught at numerous universities, including Florida State University, Emory University, the
University of Georgia, the University of Oregon, State University of New York (Stony Brook), New York
University, and the University of Washington. Abroad, he taught at the University of Oslo, Sydney
University, and Passau University. In addition to THE IRONY OF DEMOCRACY: AN UNCOMMON
INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN POLITICS, he and Thomas R. Dye wrote AMERICAN POLITICS IN
THE MEDIA AGE. His other books include INTEREST GROUPS IN AMERICAN SOCIETY;
GOVERNING AMERICAN SCHOOLS (with Kent Jennings); THE QUEST FOR RESPONSIVE
GOVERNMENT (with Harvey Tucker); THE POLITICAL COMMUNITY, PLURALISM,
CORPORATISM AND CONFUCIANISM; and POLITICAL PARTIES IN INDUSTRIAL
DEMOCRACIES. He received two Fulbright awards and was named a Guggenheim Fellow in 1970.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jason Nunez:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Irony of Democracy: An Uncommon
Introduction to American Politics will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable
book with you?

Margaret Coleman:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The Irony of Democracy: An Uncommon Introduction to American Politics
book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer associated with The Irony of Democracy: An Uncommon Introduction to American Politics content
conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking The Irony of Democracy: An
Uncommon Introduction to American Politics is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Sandra Phillips:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Irony of Democracy: An Uncommon
Introduction to American Politics that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Irony of Democracy: An Uncommon Introduction to
American Politics become your starter.

Martin Dowling:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the book
The Irony of Democracy: An Uncommon Introduction to American Politics we can acquire more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book The Irony
of Democracy: An Uncommon Introduction to American Politics. You can more pleasing than now.
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