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“It is as though the living tradition and written records of Christianity had
disappeared from the world for fifteen hundred years, and there remained to us
only afew hundred monuments and the ruins of some three-score churches. What
could we glean from these of the doctrines of the faith? How, from such meagre
remains, could we reconstruct the story of the God, the saving doctrines, the
rituals, the liturgies?” — G.R.S. Mead, The Mysteries of Mithra

In the early Roman Empire, as Christianity struggled to gain afoothold and
survive in the polytheistic pool of Roman theology, its greatest rivals weren't the
Caesars or the Roman aristocracy but rather the faith and devotion of the
common Roman legionary. The faith of these men was centered on the god
Mithras, who, they believed, led them to victory upon the field of battle and had
done so for nearly four centuries

Despite this widespread belief among soldiers, the cult of Mithras was not a
creation of the Romans, although they would eventually add their own rituals and
mysteries to the ancient religion. In fact, the Mithraic religion was an Indo-
Persian creation, atheology which managed to travel from India and back into
the Hellenic and Roman world by way of Alexander the Great’s conquest of the
Persian Empire. Eventually, the cult of Mithras would spread across the ancient
world, and Mithras would be worshiped from the mountains of Indiato the coasts
of Spain. Asaresult, the cult of Mithras could ultimately be found in every
corner of the Roman Empire.

The Mithras cult was one of the many “mystery religions’ that the Romans
adopted, several of which came from cultures outside of Rome. Isis, an Egyptian
goddess, and Cybele, an Anatolian goddess, were both popular with Roman
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women, while Mithras, which was a variation of the name of the Zoroastrian
demigod Mithra, was popular with Roman soldiers and the political elite for over
400 years. Since the Mithras cult, like al of the Roman mystery cults, was
esoteric in nature, the exact nature of the influence other cultures had on the cult
remains unknown, but some archaeological evidence has led modern scholarsto
make educated deductions. Some believe that the conscription of Persian soldiers
into the Roman army and continued contact between the Parthians and Romans
led to some members of the ever-eclectic Roman society adopting the cult
directly from the Parthian/Zoroastrian religion (Clark 2001, 157). This seems like
the most plausible explanation, but others have argued that the Mithras cult was
actually a Roman religion that was given a Parthian fagade to make it appear
more exatic in order to attract Romans who were enthralled with eastern
spirituality (Clark 2001, 157).

The best evidence to determine the origins of the Mithras cult can be found in the
many temples throughout Europe that the Romans erected to the god. These
temples, known as mithraea, were subterranean chambers where the secret rituals
of the cult took place. The best evidence from extant mithraea are the reliefs on
the altars, which depict a graphic mythological story. The atar reliefs usually
depict the god slaughtering a bull and often accompanied by aleaping dog (Clark
2001, 158). The references to Zoroastrian theology are unmistakable; the bull
dlaughter is similar to an account from a Zoroastrian text (the Bundahishen),
while dogs were viewed as asha animals in Zoroastrian theology and an
important part of the funerary ritual (Clark 2001, 158). The detailed iconography
on the Mithras altars suggests that the inventors of the Mithras cult had more than
just a superficia knowledge of Zoroastrianism, which in turn indicates a
provenance of the religion somewhere in Persian or Parthia.
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“It is as though the living tradition and written records of Christianity had disappeared from the world for
fifteen hundred years, and there remained to us only afew hundred monuments and the ruins of some three-
score churches. What could we glean from these of the doctrines of the faith? How, from such meagre
remains, could we reconstruct the story of the God, the saving doctrines, the rituals, the liturgies?” — G.R.S.
Mead, The Mysteries of Mithra

In the early Roman Empire, as Christianity struggled to gain afoothold and survive in the polytheistic pool
of Roman theology, its greatest rivals weren't the Caesars or the Roman aristocracy but rather the faith and
devotion of the common Roman legionary. The faith of these men was centered on the god Mithras, who,
they believed, led them to victory upon the field of battle and had done so for nearly four centuries

Despite this widespread belief among soldiers, the cult of Mithras was not a creation of the Romans,
although they would eventually add their own rituals and mysteries to the ancient religion. In fact, the
Mithraic religion was an Indo-Persian creation, a theology which managed to travel from India and back into
the Hellenic and Roman world by way of Alexander the Great’ s conquest of the Persian Empire. Eventually,
the cult of Mithras would spread across the ancient world, and Mithras would be worshiped from the
mountains of Indiato the coasts of Spain. Asaresult, the cult of Mithras could ultimately be found in every
corner of the Roman Empire.

The Mithras cult was one of the many “mystery religions’ that the Romans adopted, several of which came
from cultures outside of Rome. Isis, an Egyptian goddess, and Cybele, an Anatolian goddess, were both
popular with Roman women, while Mithras, which was a variation of the name of the Zoroastrian demigod
Mithra, was popular with Roman soldiers and the political elite for over 400 years. Since the Mithras cult,
like al of the Roman mystery cults, was esoteric in nature, the exact nature of the influence other cultures
had on the cult remains unknown, but some archaeological evidence has led modern scholars to make
educated deductions. Some believe that the conscription of Persian soldiersinto the Roman army and
continued contact between the Parthians and Romans led to some members of the ever-eclectic Roman
society adopting the cult directly from the Parthian/Zoroastrian religion (Clark 2001, 157). This seemslike
the most plausible explanation, but others have argued that the Mithras cult was actually a Roman religion
that was given a Parthian fagcade to make it appear more exotic in order to attract Romans who were
enthralled with eastern spirituality (Clark 2001, 157).

The best evidence to determine the origins of the Mithras cult can be found in the many temples throughout
Europe that the Romans erected to the god. These temples, known as mithraea, were subterranean chambers
where the secret rituals of the cult took place. The best evidence from extant mithraea are the reliefs on the



altars, which depict a graphic mythological story. The altar reliefs usually depict the god slaughtering a bull
and often accompanied by aleaping dog (Clark 2001, 158). The references to Zoroastrian theology are
unmistakable; the bull dlaughter is similar to an account from a Zoroastrian text (the Bundahishen), while
dogs were viewed as asha animals in Zoroastrian theology and an important part of the funerary ritual (Clark
2001, 158). The detailed iconography on the Mithras altars suggests that the inventors of the Mithras cult had
more than just a superficial knowledge of Zoroastrianism, which in turn indicates a provenance of the
religion somewhere in Persian or Parthia.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Heather Jones:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these peopl e survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
whileisreading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure
than other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Mysteries of Mithras: The
History and Legacy of Ancient Rome's Most Mysterious Religious Cult book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

William Tietjen:

The particular book The Mysteries of Mithras: The History and Legacy of Ancient Rome' s Most Mysterious
Religious Cult will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the
ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book
The Mysteries of Mithras: The History and Legacy of Ancient Rome' s Most Mysterious Religious Cult is
much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Helen Mota;

The reserve with title The Mysteries of Mithras: The History and Legacy of Ancient Rome's Most
Mysterious Religious Cult has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get alot of help after read
this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read the idea anywhere you want.

LisaHaight:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get alots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and



also soon. The The Mysteries of Mithras: The History and Legacy of Ancient Rome’'s Most Mysterious
Religious Cult offer you a new experience in studying a book.
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