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Byzantine imperial imagery is commonly perceived as a static system. In contrast
to this common portrayal, this book draws attention to its openness and
responsiveness to other artistic traditions. Through a close examination of
significant objects and monuments created over a 350-year period, from the ninth
to the thirteenth century, Alicia Walker shows how the visual articulation of
Byzantine imperial power not only maintained a visual vocabulary inherited from
Greco-Roman antiquity and the Judeo-Christian tradition, but also innovated on
these artistic precedents by incorporating styles and forms from contemporary
foreign cultures, specifically the Sasanian, Chinese, and Islamic worlds. In
addition to art and architecture, this book explores historical accounts and literary
works as well as records of ceremonial practices, thereby demonstrating how
texts, ritual, and images operated as integrated agents of imperial power. Walker
offers new ways to think about cross-cultural interaction in the Middle Ages and
explores the diverse ways in which imperial images employed foreign elements
in order to express particularly Byzantine meanings.
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Byzantine imperial imagery is commonly perceived as a static system. In contrast to this common portrayal,
this book draws attention to its openness and responsiveness to other artistic traditions. Through a close
examination of significant objects and monuments created over a 350-year period, from the ninth to the
thirteenth century, Alicia Walker shows how the visual articulation of Byzantine imperial power not only
maintained a visual vocabulary inherited from Greco-Roman antiquity and the Judeo-Christian tradition, but
also innovated on these artistic precedents by incorporating styles and forms from contemporary foreign
cultures, specifically the Sasanian, Chinese, and Islamic worlds. In addition to art and architecture, this book
explores historical accounts and literary works as well as records of ceremonial practices, thereby
demonstrating how texts, ritual, and images operated as integrated agents of imperial power. Walker offers
new ways to think about cross-cultural interaction in the Middle Ages and explores the diverse ways in
which imperial images employed foreign elements in order to express particularly Byzantine meanings.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In the most stimulating book on Byzantine art to be published in a long time, Walker(Bryn Mawr College)
scrutinizes five objects, or clusters of objects, under the headings "Emulation," "Appropriation," "Parity,"
'Expropriation," and "Incomparability."  -- A. Cutler, Choice

About the Author
Alicia Walker is Assistant Professor of Medieval Art at Bryn Mawr College. She is the recipient of research
fellowships from the Mellon Foundation, the Samuel H. Kress Foundation, Dumbarton Oaks and the
Program for Hellenic Studies at Princeton University, among others. She has published articles in The Art
Bulletin, Gesta, Ars Orientalis and Muqarnas and is the co-editor (with Amanda Luyster) of Negotiating
Secular and Sacred in Medieval Art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Emperor and the World: Exotic Elements and the
Imaging of Middle Byzantine Imperial Power, Ninth to Thirteenth Centuries C.E.. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book The Emperor
and the World: Exotic Elements and the Imaging of Middle Byzantine Imperial Power, Ninth to Thirteenth
Centuries C.E.. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open
a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go
to the library. Let's read.

Cheryl Thornton:

The book The Emperor and the World: Exotic Elements and the Imaging of Middle Byzantine Imperial
Power, Ninth to Thirteenth Centuries C.E. can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book The Emperor and
the World: Exotic Elements and the Imaging of Middle Byzantine Imperial Power, Ninth to Thirteenth
Centuries C.E.? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Emperor and the
World: Exotic Elements and the Imaging of Middle Byzantine Imperial Power, Ninth to Thirteenth Centuries
C.E. has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.



Molly Wilson:

Why? Because this The Emperor and the World: Exotic Elements and the Imaging of Middle Byzantine
Imperial Power, Ninth to Thirteenth Centuries C.E. is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Thomas Heiden:

The Emperor and the World: Exotic Elements and the Imaging of Middle Byzantine Imperial Power, Ninth
to Thirteenth Centuries C.E. can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The Emperor and the World: Exotic Elements and
the Imaging of Middle Byzantine Imperial Power, Ninth to Thirteenth Centuries C.E. yet doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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