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David Foster Wallace was the leading literary light of his generation, a man who
not only captivated readers with his prose but also mesmerized them with his
brilliant mind. In this, the first biography of the writer, D. T. Max sets out to
chart Wallace' s tormented, anguished, and often triumphant battle to succeed as a
novelist as he fights off depression and addiction to emerge with his masterpiece,
Infinite Jest.

Since his untimely death by suicide at the age of forty-six in 2008, Wallace has
become more than the representative writer of his time—he has become a symbol
of sincerity and honesty in an inauthentic age. His reputation and reach grow by
the day. Max takes us from Wallace' s early years as a child of the 1970sin the
Midwest to his hothouse successin his twenties and subsequent collapse into
depression and drugs, and from there through his painful reemergence as an
apostle of recovery, ending with his triumphant novel of addiction and
redemption, the book of the decade, published when he was just thirty-three. But
Infinite Jest itself left as an open question what should come next, as Wallace
sought hopefully—and then, increasingly, helplessly—for away forward,
stymied even in the midst of the happiest personal time he had ever known.

Max guides us on this remarkable literary and spiritual journey, this prolonged
exploration of what it means to be human. Wallace was coy with the press and
very private, yet the concerns of hiswriting and the struggles of his life were
always closely intertwined. In illuminating the life, Max enriches our
understanding of the work. And in his skillful, active investigationsinto
Wallace' s prose, he reveals the author in unexpected ways.

In the end, as Max argues, what is most important about Wallace is not just the
words he left behind but what he taught us about life, showing that whatever the
price, the fight to live meaningfully is always worth the struggle. Written with
the cooperation of Wallace family members and friends and with accessto
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hundreds of his unpublished letters, manuscripts, journals, and audio tapes, this
deeply researched portrait of an extraordinarily gifted author is as fresh as news,
asintimate as aletter from afriend, as painful as a goodbye.
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David Foster Wallace was the leading literary light of his generation, a man who not only captivated readers
with his prose but also mesmerized them with his brilliant mind. In this, the first biography of the writer, D.
T. Max sets out to chart Wallace' s tormented, anguished, and often triumphant battle to succeed as a novelist
as he fights off depression and addiction to emerge with his masterpiece, Infinite Jest.

Since his untimely death by suicide at the age of forty-six in 2008, Wallace has become more than the
representative writer of his time—he has become a symbol of sincerity and honesty in an inauthentic age.
His reputation and reach grow by the day. Max takes us from Wallace' s early years as achild of the 1970sin
the Midwest to his hothouse successin his twenties and subsequent collapse into depression and drugs, and
from there through his painful reemergence as an apostle of recovery, ending with his triumphant novel of
addiction and redemption, the book of the decade, published when he was just thirty-three. But Infinite Jest
itself left as an open question what should come next, as Wallace sought hopefully—and then, increasingly,
helplessly—for away forward, stymied even in the midst of the happiest personal time he had ever known.

Max guides us on this remarkable literary and spiritual journey, this prolonged exploration of what it means
to be human. Wallace was coy with the press and very private, yet the concerns of hiswriting and the
struggles of hislife were always closely intertwined. In illuminating the life, Max enriches our understanding
of thework. And in his skillful, active investigations into Wallace's prose, he reveals the author in
unexpected ways.

In the end, as Max argues, what is most important about Wallace is not just the words he left behind but what
he taught us about life, showing that whatever the price, the fight to live meaningfully is always worth the
struggle. Written with the cooperation of Wallace family members and friends and with access to hundreds
of his unpublished letters, manuscripts, journals, and audio tapes, this deeply researched portrait of an
extraordinarily gifted author is as fresh as news, as intimate as a letter from afriend, as painful as a goodbye.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Visit Amazon's books blog, Omnivoracious.com, to read an exclusive essay from D.T. Max: "5 Things Y ou
Didn't Know About David Foster Wallace - But Should.”

From Booklist

*Starred Review* As endlessly interpretable writer David Foster Wallace' s first biographer, New Y orker
staff writer Max seeks to be foundational. His straight-ahead approach corrals the commotion of Wallace's
struggle with his epic artistic visions, substance abuse, and severe depression into an involving, fast-flowing
narrative rich in facts and free of speculation. So seamlessis Max’ s reportage that one loses sight of how
many sources he consulted to fully chronicle young Illinoisan Wallace' s inherited passions for language and
philosophy, spectacular academic achievements, self-medication with pot and alcohol, chaotic rel ationships,
teaching gigs, and sustaining alliances with his agent, editors, guiding light Don DeL.illo, and friend Jonathan
Franzen. Max presents meticulous coverage of off-the-charts-smart Wallace' s literary intentions and
innovations, from hisimpressive early first book, The Broom of the System (1987), to his nonfiction
escapades to the bludgeoning demands of his masterpiece, Infinite Jest (1996), and The Pale King (2011), the
brilliant novel this MacArthur fellow left unfinished when he committed suicide, in 2008, at age 46, at which
point this biography abruptly concludes. Max’ s thorough account of Wallace' s breakdowns, stintsin
psychiatric ingtitutions and a halfway house, and profound reliance on support groups reveal s the conviction
and risksinherent in Wallace' s mission to write with integrity, humor, sincerity, and artistic incandescence
and to make “the head throb heartlike.” --Donna Seaman

From Bookforum

Aside from acknowledging that Wallace' s experience with depression left him humbled and more sensitive
to the terror and the survival strategies of others, Max’ sterrifically intelligent and (crucially) modest bio
does Wallace the great courtesy of treating as distinct hiswork and his mental health. —Gideon Lewis-Kraus

Users Review
From reader reviews:
EnriqueFlora:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actua crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. Y eah, by reading areserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you thiskind of Every Love Story Is a Ghost
Story: A Life of David Foster Wallace book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Claire Davis;

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
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everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which isin the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Every Love Story |s a Ghost Story: A Life of David
Foster Wallace as your daily resource information.

Steven Atkins:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle alwaystry to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely without
adoubt. People is human not only arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is actually Every Love Story Isa Ghost Story: A Life of David Foster Wallace.

Mildred Brummett:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book Every Love Story Isa Ghost Story: A Life of David Foster Wallace was
filled in relation to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about
a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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