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The news from the Middle East these days is bad. Whatever hopes people may
have for the region are being dashed over and over, in country after country.
Nicolas Pelham, a veteran correspondent for The Economist, has seen much of
the tragedy first hand, but in Holy Lands he presents a strikingly original and
startlingly optimistic argument.

The Middle East was notably more tolerant than Western Europe during the
nineteenth century, because the Ottoman Empire permitted a high degree of
religious pluralism and self-determination within its vast borders. European
powers broke up the empire and tried to turn it into a collection of secular nation-
states; it was a spectacular failure. Rulers turned religion into a force for
nationalism and the result has been ever increasing sectarian violence. The
solution, Pelham argues, is to accept the Middle East for the deeply religious
region it is, and try to revive its tradition of pluralism.

Holy Lands is a work of vivid reportage--from Turkey and Iraq, Israel and
Palestine, Abu Dhabi and Dubai, Bahrain and Jordan--that is animated by a big
idea. It makes a region that is all too familiar from news reports feel fresh.
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The news from the Middle East these days is bad. Whatever hopes people may have for the region are being
dashed over and over, in country after country. Nicolas Pelham, a veteran correspondent for The Economist,
has seen much of the tragedy first hand, but in Holy Lands he presents a strikingly original and startlingly
optimistic argument.

The Middle East was notably more tolerant than Western Europe during the nineteenth century, because the
Ottoman Empire permitted a high degree of religious pluralism and self-determination within its vast
borders. European powers broke up the empire and tried to turn it into a collection of secular nation-states; it
was a spectacular failure. Rulers turned religion into a force for nationalism and the result has been ever
increasing sectarian violence. The solution, Pelham argues, is to accept the Middle East for the deeply
religious region it is, and try to revive its tradition of pluralism.

Holy Lands is a work of vivid reportage--from Turkey and Iraq, Israel and Palestine, Abu Dhabi and Dubai,
Bahrain and Jordan--that is animated by a big idea. It makes a region that is all too familiar from news
reports feel fresh.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Harriet White:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the guide entitled Holy Lands: Reviving Pluralism in the Middle East. Try to face the book Holy Lands:
Reviving Pluralism in the Middle East as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let
us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Lillian Robbins:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Holy Lands: Reviving
Pluralism in the Middle East is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Vikki Maynard:

The guide untitled Holy Lands: Reviving Pluralism in the Middle East is the guide that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-
book of Holy Lands: Reviving Pluralism in the Middle East from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Donna Eldridge:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Holy Lands: Reviving Pluralism
in the Middle East that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky



person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you may pick Holy Lands: Reviving Pluralism in the Middle East become your starter.
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