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* The classic study of the cosmological principles found in the patterns of Islamic
art and how they relate to sacred geometry and the perennial philosophy.

» 150 color and black-and-white drawings of |slamic patterns.

* Explains how these patterns guide the mind from the mundane world of
appearances to its underlying reality.

For centuries the nature and meaning of Islamic art has been wrongly regarded in
the West as mere decoration. In truth, because the portraya of human and animal
forms has always been discouraged on Islamic religious principles that forbid
idolatry, the abstract art of 1slam represents the sophisticated development of a
nonnaturalistic tradition. Through thistradition, Islamic art has maintained its
chief aim: the affirmation of unity as expressed in diversity.

In this fascinating study the author explores the idea that unlike medieval
Christian art, in which the polarization of such forms and patterns was rel egated
to a background against which to set sacred images, the geometrical patterns of
Islamic art can reveal the intrinsic cosmological laws affecting all creation. Their
primary function isto guide the mind from the mundane world of appearances
toward its underlying reality.

Numerous drawings connect the art of Islam to the Pythagorean science of
mathematics, and through these images we can see how an Earth-centered view
of the cosmos provides renewed significance to those number patterns produced
by the orbits of the planets. The author shows the essential philosophical and
practical basis of every art creation--whether atile, carpet, or wall--and how this
use of mathematical tessellations affirms the essential unity of al things. An
invaluable study for all those interested in sacred art, Islamic Patternsis also a
rich source of inspiration for artists and designers.
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* The classic study of the cosmological principles found in the patterns of Islamic art and how they relate to
sacred geometry and the perennial philosophy.

« 150 color and black-and-white drawings of Islamic patterns.

« Explains how these patterns guide the mind from the mundane world of appearances to its underlying
reality.

For centuries the nature and meaning of Islamic art has been wrongly regarded in the West as mere
decoration. In truth, because the portrayal of human and animal forms has always been discouraged on
Islamic religious principles that forbid idolatry, the abstract art of Islam represents the sophisticated
development of a nonnaturalistic tradition. Through this tradition, Islamic art has maintained its chief aim:
the affirmation of unity as expressed in diversity.

In this fascinating study the author explores the idea that unlike medieval Christian art, in which the
polarization of such forms and patterns was relegated to a background against which to set sacred images,
the geometrical patterns of Islamic art can reveal the intrinsic cosmological laws affecting all creation. Their
primary function is to guide the mind from the mundane world of appearances toward its underlying redlity.

Numerous drawings connect the art of Islam to the Pythagorean science of mathematics, and through these
images we can see how an Earth-centered view of the cosmos provides renewed significance to those
number patterns produced by the orbits of the planets. The author shows the essential philosophical and
practical basis of every art creation--whether atile, carpet, or wall--and how this use of mathematical
tessellations affirms the essential unity of all things. An invaluable study for all those interested in sacred art,
Islamic Patternsis also arich source of inspiration for artists and designers.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A masterly exposition of Islamic pattern and the underlying cosmological principles." (Art Review)

About the Author

Keith Critchlow is Director of Research and Director of Visual Islamic and Traditional Arts at the Prince of
Wales Institute of Architecture. An internationally known lecturer on Islamic art, heis the author of
Pythagorean Geometry. He livesin England.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Betty Terry:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Islamic Patterns: An Analytical and Cosmological Approach.

Robert Haas:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual ? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
guestion since just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Islamic Patterns: An Analytical and
Cosmological Approach to read.

Houston Boynton:

The e-book untitled Islamic Patterns: An Analytical and Cosmological Approach is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a
lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Islamic Patterns: An Analytical and Cosmological Approach from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.



Alberta Townsend:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe
know that on this period, many waysto get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , thisIslamic Patterns; An Analytical and Cosmological Approach can make you sense
more interested to read.
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