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When black women were brought from Africa to the New World as slave
laborers, their value was determined by their ability to work as well as their
potential to bear children, who by law would become the enslaved property of the
mother's master. In Laboring Women: Reproduction and Gender in New World
Slavery, Jennifer L. Morgan examines for the first time how African women's
labor in both senses became intertwined in the English colonies. Beginning with
the ideological foundations of racial slavery in early modern Europe, Laboring
Women traverses the Atlantic, exploring the social and cultural lives of women in
West Africa, slaveowners' expectations for reproductive labor, and women's lives
as workers and mothers under colonial slavery.

Challenging conventional wisdom, Morgan reveals how expectations regarding
gender and reproduction were central to racial ideologies, the organization of
slave labor, and the nature of slave community and resistance. Taking into
consideration the heritage of Africans prior to enslavement and the cultural logic
of values and practices recreated under the duress of slavery, she examines how
women's gender identity was defined by their shared experiences as agricultural
laborers and mothers, and shows how, given these distinctions, their situation
differed considerably from that of enslaved men. Telling her story through the
arc of African women's actual lives—from West Africa, to the experience of the
Middle Passage, to life on the plantations—she offers a thoughtful look at the
ways women's reproductive experience shaped their roles in communities and
helped them resist some of the more egregious effects of slave life.

Presenting a highly original, theoretically grounded view of reproduction and
labor as the twin pillars of female exploitation in slavery, Laboring Women is a
distinctive contribution to the literature of slavery and the history of women.
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When black women were brought from Africa to the New World as slave laborers, their value was
determined by their ability to work as well as their potential to bear children, who by law would become the
enslaved property of the mother's master. In Laboring Women: Reproduction and Gender in New World
Slavery, Jennifer L. Morgan examines for the first time how African women's labor in both senses became
intertwined in the English colonies. Beginning with the ideological foundations of racial slavery in early
modern Europe, Laboring Women traverses the Atlantic, exploring the social and cultural lives of women in
West Africa, slaveowners' expectations for reproductive labor, and women's lives as workers and mothers
under colonial slavery.

Challenging conventional wisdom, Morgan reveals how expectations regarding gender and reproduction
were central to racial ideologies, the organization of slave labor, and the nature of slave community and
resistance. Taking into consideration the heritage of Africans prior to enslavement and the cultural logic of
values and practices recreated under the duress of slavery, she examines how women's gender identity was
defined by their shared experiences as agricultural laborers and mothers, and shows how, given these
distinctions, their situation differed considerably from that of enslaved men. Telling her story through the arc
of African women's actual lives—from West Africa, to the experience of the Middle Passage, to life on the
plantations—she offers a thoughtful look at the ways women's reproductive experience shaped their roles in
communities and helped them resist some of the more egregious effects of slave life.

Presenting a highly original, theoretically grounded view of reproduction and labor as the twin pillars of
female exploitation in slavery, Laboring Women is a distinctive contribution to the literature of slavery and
the history of women.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Morgan's remarkably lucid treatment of the role of gender in constructing racial ideologies and in justifying
the economic system of slavery should make such complex themes accessible to advanced undergraduates.
Her book succeeds in highlighting the importance of African women in determining the shape of the slave
system in the New World, as well as the ways in which the system shaped the experiences of African
women. . . . Highly recommended."—Choice

"Morgan's highly original study transforms our understanding of the fundamental assumptions behind
slavery in the Americas."—Kathleen M. Brown, University of Pennsylvania

"The author of this study has made a major contribution . . . by looking specifically at the issue of gender as
a lens through which better to understand the establishment of race-based slavery in Britain's colonies in the
Caribbean and North America."—The Historian

From the Publisher
Jennifer L. Morgan teaches history and women's and gender studies at Rutgers University, New
Brunswick.

About the Author
Jennifer L. Morgan teaches history and women's and gender studies at Rutgers University, New Brunswick.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tom Copper:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Laboring Women:
Reproduction and Gender in New World Slavery (Early American Studies)? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?



Leon Santiago:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Laboring Women: Reproduction
and Gender in New World Slavery (Early American Studies) will make you to always be smarter. You can
feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open
or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like
that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Stephen Beatty:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book Laboring Women: Reproduction and Gender in New World Slavery (Early
American Studies) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book has high quality.

Delois Dionisio:

The reason why? Because this Laboring Women: Reproduction and Gender in New World Slavery (Early
American Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who
all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such
as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book?
If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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