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This innovative study of the works of Robert Musil opens a new window on the
history of modern identity in western culture. Stefan Jonsson argues that Musil’s
Austria was the first postimperial state in modern Europe. Prior to its destruction
in 1918, the Austro-Hungarian Empire had ruled over a vast array of nationalities
and, in the course of its demise as well as after, Austria was beset by nationalism,
racism, and other forms of identity politics that ultimately led to the triumph of
Nazism.
It was to this society that Musil responded in his great work The Man Without
Qualities. Exploring the nooks and crannies of this modernist classic, Jonsson
shows that Musil’s narrative evolves along two axes that must be considered in
tandem: Whereas the central plot portrays a Viennese elite that in 1913 attempts
to restore social cohesion by gathering popular support for the cultural essence of
the empire, the protagonist discovers that he lacks essence altogether and finds
himself attracted by monsters, criminals, and revolutionary figures that reject the
social order. In this way, Musil’s novel traces the disappearance of what Jonsson
calls the expressivist paradigm—the conviction that identities such as gender,
nationality, class, and social character are expressions of permanent intrinsic
dispositions. This, Jonsson argues, is Musil’s great legacy. For not only did the
Austrian author seek to liquidate prevailing conceptions of personal and cultural
identity; he also projected “a new human being,” one who would resist
assimilation into imperialist, nationalist, or fascist communities.
Subject Without Nation presents a new interpretation of Viennese modernity and
uncovers the historical foundations of poststructural and postcolonial
reconceptualizations of human subjectivity. Illuminating links between Musil’s
oeuvre as a whole and post-war developments in critical thought, this book
locates an important crossroads between literary criticism, intellectual history,
and cultural theory.
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This innovative study of the works of Robert Musil opens a new window on the history of modern identity in
western culture. Stefan Jonsson argues that Musil’s Austria was the first postimperial state in modern
Europe. Prior to its destruction in 1918, the Austro-Hungarian Empire had ruled over a vast array of
nationalities and, in the course of its demise as well as after, Austria was beset by nationalism, racism, and
other forms of identity politics that ultimately led to the triumph of Nazism.
It was to this society that Musil responded in his great work The Man Without Qualities. Exploring the nooks
and crannies of this modernist classic, Jonsson shows that Musil’s narrative evolves along two axes that must
be considered in tandem: Whereas the central plot portrays a Viennese elite that in 1913 attempts to restore
social cohesion by gathering popular support for the cultural essence of the empire, the protagonist discovers
that he lacks essence altogether and finds himself attracted by monsters, criminals, and revolutionary figures
that reject the social order. In this way, Musil’s novel traces the disappearance of what Jonsson calls the
expressivist paradigm—the conviction that identities such as gender, nationality, class, and social character
are expressions of permanent intrinsic dispositions. This, Jonsson argues, is Musil’s great legacy. For not
only did the Austrian author seek to liquidate prevailing conceptions of personal and cultural identity; he also
projected “a new human being,” one who would resist assimilation into imperialist, nationalist, or fascist
communities.
Subject Without Nation presents a new interpretation of Viennese modernity and uncovers the historical
foundations of poststructural and postcolonial reconceptualizations of human subjectivity. Illuminating links
between Musil’s oeuvre as a whole and post-war developments in critical thought, this book locates an
important crossroads between literary criticism, intellectual history, and cultural theory.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An ambitious, authoritative new reading of The Man Without Qualities, which establishes forcefully the
relevance of the fascination of the incomparable Austrian writer. A Robert Musil for the twenty-first
century? Yes. And Jonsson’s book is as suggestive about the summative powers of Musil the novelist as
about that still incompletely charted cultural labyrinth called ‘modernity’ in which we continue to
wander.”—Susan Sontag

From the Back Cover
"An ambitious, authoritative new reading of "The Man Without Qualities, " which establishes forcefully the
relevance of the fascination of the incomparable Austrian writer. A Robert Musil for the twenty-first
century? Yes. And Jonsson's book is as suggestive about the summative powers of Musil the novelist as
about that still incompletely charted cultural labyrinth called 'modernity' in which we continue to wander."--
Susan Sontag

About the Author

Stefan Jonsson is Fellow at the Getty Research Institute in Los Angeles. He is also a contributing editor of
Dagens Nyheter, Sweden’s major newspaper.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gayle Collins:

Here thing why that Subject Without Nation: Robert Musil and the History of Modern Identity (Post-
contemporary interventions) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Subject
Without Nation: Robert Musil and the History of Modern Identity (Post-contemporary interventions) giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that
similar with Subject Without Nation: Robert Musil and the History of Modern Identity (Post-contemporary
interventions). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area,
café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Subject Without Nation: Robert Musil and the History of Modern Identity (Post-
contemporary interventions) in e-book can be your choice.

Gina Dana:

The book Subject Without Nation: Robert Musil and the History of Modern Identity (Post-contemporary



interventions) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Charles Trask:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some
books. One of several books in the top record in your reading list is Subject Without Nation: Robert Musil
and the History of Modern Identity (Post-contemporary interventions). This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this guide you
can get many advantages.

Erin Wright:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book Subject Without Nation: Robert Musil and the History of Modern Identity (Post-contemporary
interventions) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative
person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life with that book Subject Without Nation: Robert Musil and the History of Modern
Identity (Post-contemporary interventions). You can more appealing than now.
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