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The sexual revolution: an evocative term, but what meaning can be given to it
today? How does 'sexuality' come into being and what connections does it have
with the changes that have affected personal life on a more general plane? In
answering these questions, Anthony Giddens disputes many of the dominant
interpretations of the role of sexuality in modern culture. The emergence of what
the author calls plastic sexuality - sexuality freed from its intrinsic relation to
reproduction - is analysed in terms of the long-term development of the modern
social order and social influences of the last few decades. Giddens argues that the
transformation of intimacy, in which women have played the major part, holds
out the possibility of a radical democratization of the personal sphere.

This book will appeal to a large general audience as well as being essential
reading for students and professionals.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a short book that differs in style from Giddens's others. He strives here for accessibility and
readability. . . . The chapters are all interesting and informative, thoughtful and thought-provoking, concise
and to the point." (Contemporary Sociology)

"Giddens, a towering figure in Anglo-American sociology, has now extended his analyses of modernity to
include the area of intimacy in this thoughtful and provocative book." (Choice)

From the Inside Flap

The sexual revolution: an evocative term, but what meaning can be given to it today? How does “sexuality”
come into being, and what connections does it have with the changes that have affected personal life more
generally? In answering these questions, the author disputes many of the dominant interpretations of the role
of sexuality in modern culture.
The author suggests that the revolutionary changes in which sexuality has become cauth up are more long-
term than generally conceded. He sees them as intrinsic to the development of modern societies as a whole
and to the broad characteristics of that development. Sexuality as we know it today is a creation of
modernity, a terrain upon which the contradictory tendencies of modern social life play themselves out in
full. Emancipation and oppression, opportunity and risk—these have become a part of a heady mix that
irresistably ties our individual lives to global outcomes and the transformation of intimacy.
We live today in a social order in which, for the first time in histroy, women are becoming equal to men—or
at least have lodged a claim to such equality as their right. The author does not attempt to analyze the gender
inequalities that persist in the economic or political domains, but instead concentrates on a more hisdden
personal area in which women—ordinary women, in the course of their day-to-day lives, quite apart from
any political agenda—have pioneered changes of greate, and generalizable, importance. These changes
essentially concern an exploration of the potentialities of the “pure relationship,” a relaitonship that presumes
sexual and emotional equality, and is explosive in its connotations for pre-existing relations of power.
The author analyzes the emergence of what he calls plastic sexuality—sexuality freed from its intrinsic
relation to reproduction—in terms of the emotional emancipation implicit in the pure relationship, as well as
women’s claim to sexual pleasure. Plastic sexuality is decentered sexuality, freed from both reproduction and
subservience to a fixed object. It can be molded as a trait of personality, and thus become bound up with the
reflexivity of the self. Premised on plastic sexuality, the pure relationship is not exclusively heterosexual; it
is neutral in terms of sexual orientation.
The author speculates that the transformaion of intimacy might be a subversive influence on modern
institutions as a whole, for a social world in which the dominant ideal was to achieve intinsic rewards from
the company of others might be vastly different from that which we know at the present.

From the Back Cover

“Giddens, a towering figure in Anglo-American sociology, has now extended his analyses of modernity to
include the area of intimacy in this thoughtful and provocative book.”—Choice
“This is a short book that differs in style from Giddens’s others. He strives here for accessibility and
readability. . . . The chapters are all interesting and informative, thoughtful and thought-provoking, concise
and to the point.”—Contemporary Sociology



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The
Transformation of Intimacy: Sexuality, Love and Eroticism in Modern Societies suitable to you? The actual
book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Transformation of Intimacy:
Sexuality, Love and Eroticism in Modern Societiesis a single of several books this everyone read now. That
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Darrell Guess:

The reserve with title The Transformation of Intimacy: Sexuality, Love and Eroticism in Modern Societies
has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Belen Riedel:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The The Transformation of Intimacy: Sexuality, Love and Eroticism in Modern Societies will give
you new experience in examining a book.

Curtis Swasey:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is identified as of book The Transformation of Intimacy: Sexuality, Love and Eroticism in Modern
Societies. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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