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Drawing from interviews conducted before Marvin Gaye's death, acclaimed
music writer David Ritz has created a full-scale portrait of the brilliant but
tormented artist. With a cast of characters that includes Diana Ross, Berry Gordy,
Smokey Robinson, and Stevie Wonder, this intimate biography is a definitive and
enduring look at the man who embodied the very essence of the word soul.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Based largely on interviews for a projected "autobiography" that was cancelled after Gaye's death in 1984 at
the hands of his father, this book is neither especially well-written nor perceptive. PW recommended that the
Motown singer's fans "skip the book and listen to his records instead."

Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"One of the most widely acclaimed pop music biographies finally gets the audio treatment. As coauthor of
one of Gaye's biggest hits, 'Sexual Healing,' David Ritz actually knew Marvin Gaye, and their relationship
givesthis narrative a degree of intimacy rare in biographies . . .At the root of it was the artist's complex
relationship with his father, a contradiction that Dion Graham narrates expertly, mimicking the dialects of
Marvin and his father. Graham is at ease with the colloquialisms that abound in this rough-and-tumble story
of the rhythm-and-blues business and the performer who was at the center of it al until his father tragically
took hislife." --AudioFile

"[David Ritz] tells Marvin Gaye's sorrowful story with remarkable insight and sensitivity . . . Divided Soul is
often startlingly candid, but it manages to avoid lurid sensationalism, no mean feat given the particulars of
the story: sex, drugs, child abuse, show business scandal." --Nation

"Dion Graham channels Marvin Gaye in his riveting performance of Ritz's 1985 biography of the singer."
--Library Journal

"A biography as dramatic as any to come out of the pop field . . . told with sympathy and unflinching
candor." --San Francisco Chronicle

"Y ou won't find a more fascinating rock bio." --Village Voice
About the Author

David Ritz isthe author of Faith in Time: The Life of Jimmy Scott, Divided Soul: The Life of Marvin Gaye,
and many other books with or about Ray Charles, Aretha Franklin, and B.B. King. He is a three-time winner
of the Ralph J. Gleason Music Book Award. He livesin Los Angeles.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Donna Nichols;

This Divided Soul: The Life Of Marvin Gaye (Da Capo Paperback) usualy are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Divided Soul: The Life Of Marvin Gaye (Da
Capo Paperback) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just smple
reading through food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Divided Soul: The Life Of Marvin Gaye (Da Capo



Paperback) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run
of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Barbara Fontenot:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider ook for book, may be the guide untitled Divided Soul: The Life Of Marvin Gaye (Da Capo
Paperback) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Helen Jackson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Divided Soul: The
Life Of Marvin Gaye (Da Capo Paperback) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let'sfind.

Milan Allen:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful images on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Divided Soul: The Life Of Marvin Gaye (Da Capo Paperback) can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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