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The Politics of Possession investigates how struggles over access to resources
and political power constitute property and authority recursively. Such dynamics
are integral to state formation in societies characterized by normative and legal
pluralism.

Includes some of the latest theoretical work on the dynamics of access and●

property and how they are joined to questions of power and authority
Explores how access to resources is often contested and rife with conflict,●

particularly in post-colonial and post-socialist countries
Offers a thought-provoking approach to the study of everyday processes of●

state formation
Shows how the process of seeking authorization for property claims works to●

legitimize the authorizers, and the efforts undertaken by politico-legal
institutions to gain legitimacy underpin and undermine various claims of access
and property
Contributors explore from a wide empirical compass of original research●

spanning Latin America, Africa, South-East Asia, and Eastern Europe
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Editorial Review

Review
‘When people or states assert control over land and its resources, how do they justify their claims? Cases in
this original collection link competitive claims to a fractured politics. Its overarching analysis linking
property claims with political legitimacy - and plurality of both linked to conflict - provides an important
framework that is as good to contemplate at the most local setting as it is to the most global.’
–James Fairhead, University of Sussex

‘Who gets to determine the legitimacy of claims and rights over property and resources? Any answer to this
question must be sensitive to the varied forms by which societies organize and institutionalise access to and
control over resources whether this be among peasant communities in Indonesia forests or in the slumworld
of Mumbai or Lagos. But equally important is a full accounting of the forms of authority by which rights are
conferred and relatedly how these forms of authority have limits and are invariably contested, fought over
(often violently), disputed and reformed (even overturned). The ways in which authority, power and property
are always inseparably linked strikes to the heart of Politics of Possession. Sikor and Lund have drawn
together the leading theorists working on the property and natural resource question. The chapters are a brave
and innovative mix of conceptual innovation, thick description and comparative insight. A pathbreaking and
foundational book.’
–Michael Watts, University of California, Berkeley

From the Back Cover
'When people or states assert control over land and its resources, how do they justify their claims? Cases in
this original collection link competitive claims to a fractured politics. Its overarching analysis linking
property claims with political legitimacy - and plurality of both linked to conflict - provides an important
framework that is as good to contemplate at the most local setting as it is to the most global.'
James Fairhead, University of Sussex  'Who gets to determine the legitimacy of claims and rights over
property and resources? Any answer to this question must be sensitive to the varied forms by which societies
organize and institutionalise access to and control over resources whether this be among peasant
communities in Indonesia forests or in the slumworld of Mumbai or Lagos. But equally important is a full
accounting of the forms of authority by which rights are conferred and relatedly how these forms of authority
have limits and are invariably  contested, fought over (often violently), disputed and reformed (even
overturned). The ways in which authority, power and property are always inseparably linked strikes to the
heart of Politics of Possession. Sikor and Lund have drawn together the leading theorists working on the
property and natural resource question. The chapters are a brave and innovative mix of conceptual
innovation, thick description and comparative insight. A pathbreaking and foundational book.'
Michael Watts, University of California, Berkeley
  Access to resources is often contested and rife with conflict. This holds particularly true in societies
characterized by normative pluralism such as post-colonial and post-socialist countries. Access and property
are very dynamic because they are joined to questions of power and authority. The process of seeking
authorization for property claims works to legitimize the authorizers, and the efforts undertaken by politico-
legal institutions to gain legitimacy underpin and undermine various claims of access and property. This
book includes some of the latest theoretical work on the dynamics of access, property and authority.
Bringing the debate about access and property to speak to issues of power and authority, it also offers a
thought-provoking approach to the study of everyday processes of state formation. Its contributions explore



the politics of possession from a wide empirical compass of original research spanning Latin America,
Africa, South-East Asia and Eastern Europe.

About the Author
Thomas Sikor is Senior Lecturer in the School of Development Studies at the University of East Anglia,
UK. His research focuses on rural property and resource governance, with a geographical emphasis on post-
socialist countries. He has authored more than 30 journal articles, is the editor of Public and Private in
Natural Resource Governance (2008) and has guest-edited special issues of World Development (2009),
Development and Change (2009), Forest Policy and Economics (2006) and Conservation and Society
(2004).

Christian Lund is Professor in International Development Studies at Roskilde University, Denmark. He is
the author of Local Politics and the Dynamics of Property in Africa (2008) and Law, Power, and Politics in
Niger - Land Struggles and the Rural Code (1998). He is the editor and co-editor of Twilight Institutions:
Public Authority and Local Politics in Africa (2007), and Negotiating Property in Africa (2002).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheila Davis:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important usually. The book The Politics of Possession: Property, Authority, and
Access to Natural Resources has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve The Politics of Possession: Property,
Authority, and Access to Natural Resources is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship using the book The Politics of Possession: Property, Authority, and Access to Natural
Resources. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Marsha Gleason:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Politics of Possession: Property, Authority, and Access to Natural Resources.

Henry Stanton:

The e-book with title The Politics of Possession: Property, Authority, and Access to Natural Resources has a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist



new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Abigail Shelton:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Politics of Possession:
Property, Authority, and Access to Natural Resources that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The Politics of Possession:
Property, Authority, and Access to Natural Resources become your current starter.
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