Wild by Nature: North American Animals

vﬂ'/&‘(//g’?/ Confront Colonization

By Andrea L. Smalley

Read Online ©

Wild by Nature: North American Animals Confront Colonization By Andrea
L. Smalley

From the time Europeans first came to the New World until the closing of the
frontier, the benefits of abundant wild animals?rom beavers and wolves to fish,
deer, and bison?appeared as a recurring theme in colonizing discourses.
Explorers, travelers, surveyors, naturalists, and other promoters routinely
advertised the richness of the American faunal environment and speculated about
the ways in which animals could be made to serve their colonia projects. In
practice, however, American animals proved far less malleable to colonizers
designs. Their behaviors constrained an English colonial vision of areinvented
and rationalized American landscape.

In Wild by Nature, Andrea L. Smalley argues that Anglo-American authorities
unceasing efforts to convert indigenous beasts into colonized creatures frequently
produced unsettling results that threatened colonizers' control over the land and
the people. Not simply acted upon by being commodified, harvested, and
exterminated, wild animals were active subjectsin the colonia story, atering its
outcome in unanticipated ways. These creatures became legal actors?subjects of
statutes, issues in court cases, and parties to treaties?n a centuries-long
colonizing process that was reenacted on successive wild animal frontiers.

Following atrail of human—animal encounters from the seventeenth-century
Chesapeake to the Civil War—era southern plains, Smalley shows how wild
beasts and their human pursuers repeatedly transgressed the lines lawmakers
drew to demarcate colonial sovereignty and control, confounding attempts to
enclose both people and animals inside alegal frame. She also explores how, to
possess the land, colonizers had to find new ways to contain animals without
destroying the wildness that made those creatures valuable to English settler
societiesin the first place. Offering fresh perspectives on colonial, legal,
environmental, and Native American history, Wild by Nature reenvisions the
familiar stories of early America as animal tales.
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From the time Europeans first came to the New World until the closing of the frontier, the benefits of
abundant wild animals?from beavers and wolves to fish, deer, and bison?appeared as a recurring theme in
colonizing discourses. Explorers, travelers, surveyors, naturalists, and other promoters routinely advertised
the richness of the American faunal environment and speculated about the ways in which animals could be
made to serve their colonial projects. In practice, however, American animals proved far less malleable to
colonizers' designs. Their behaviors constrained an English colonial vision of areinvented and rationalized
American landscape.

In Wild by Nature, Andrea L. Smalley argues that Anglo-American authorities' unceasing efforts to convert
indigenous beasts into colonized creatures frequently produced unsettling results that threatened colonizers
control over the land and the people. Not simply acted upon by being commaodified, harvested, and
exterminated, wild animals were active subjectsin the colonial story, altering its outcome in unanticipated
ways. These creatures became legal actors?subjects of statutes, issuesin court cases, and parties to treaties?in
a centuries-long colonizing process that was reenacted on successive wild animal frontiers.

Following atrail of human—animal encounters from the seventeenth-century Chesapeake to the Civil
War—era southern plains, Smalley shows how wild beasts and their human pursuers repeatedly transgressed
the lines lawmakers drew to demarcate colonial sovereignty and control, confounding attempts to enclose
both people and animalsinside a legal frame. She also explores how, to possess the land, colonizers had to
find new ways to contain animals without destroying the wildness that made those creatures valuable to
English settler societies in the first place. Offering fresh perspectives on colonial, legal, environmental, and
Native American history, Wild by Nature reenvisions the familiar stories of early Americaas animal tales.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Smalley does afine job of showing how the eradication of wolves, beaver, brown bear, wild boar, and lynx
in England by the sixteenth century helped to shape the approach English colonists took to the animal
populations they found in North America. Placing animals at the center of the story of colonization, Wild by
Nature is a provocative and persuasive book."

(Ted Steinberg, author of Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History)
About the Author

Andrea L. Smalley is an assistant professor of history at Northern Illinois University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Angela Powers:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Wild by Nature: North American Animals Confront
Colonization. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about

how isimportant a new book Wild by Nature: North American Animals Confront Colonization. Y ou can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, ssmply because from book
you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let'slearn.

Delmar Stingley:

Exactly why? Because this Wild by Nature: North American Animals Confront Colonization is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So, it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This book will give you alot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to hold off having that book? If | had been
you | will go to the book store hurriedly.



Carolyn Ziolkowski:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Wild by Nature: North American
Animals Confront Colonization guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Wild by Nature:
North American Animals Confront Colonization as good book but not only by the cover but also from the
content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Brandon Giles:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirementsis Wild by Nature: North American Animals Confront Colonization this
guide consist alot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
The writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal al of you.
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