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“The most lucid, comprehensive, intelligent and reliable account of post-war
modern history on the market.”                                    Teaching Politics

   “The book compels admiration for its thoroughness, its scope, the masterly
ordering of its immense material.”                                                            The
Sunday Times

The ninth edition of this enormously successful standard work has been
expanded to take into account the developments of the last 10 years, including
the wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Sudan; the accelerating emergence of India
and China as major powers; the major political developments in Latin America,
including the rise and perhaps fall of Chavez in Venezuela; the march of
globalisation and the popular protest movements against; the expansion
eastwards of the European Union; instability in the Middle East and the question
of oil and energy supply.

Marked throughout by Calvocoressi’s characteristic erudition and elegance,
World Politics since 1945 is essential reading for those who need to understand
the great sweeps of contemporary history
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Editorial Review

Review
'Peter Calvocoressi has a remarkable record of providing concise, pithy, shrewd and accessible analyses of
contemporary history. World Politics since 1945 demonstrates fully the range of his knowledge and the
sagacity of his judgement.' Professor Lawrence Freedman 'In my view, this is the most lucid, comprehensive,
intelligent and reliable account of post-war modern history on the market.' Teaching Politics

From the Back Cover

First published in 1968, World Politics since 1945 is a classic and authoritative study of contemporary
political history that has helped to divert, educate, and inform two generations of political scientists,
historians and general readers. The ninth edition has been expanded and updated to take into account the
developments of the last 10 years, including the ugly incursions of global terrorism; the wars in Iraq,
Afghanistan, and Sudan; the accelerating emergence of India and China as major powers; the major political
developments in Latin America; the march of globalisation; the expansion eastwards of the European Union;
instability in the Middle East; and the vexed question of oil and energy supplies.

The book has long been a staple of bookshelves and reading lists across the world, and provides a reliable
and interconnected account of the great sweeps of contemporary history. Marked throughout by
Calvocoressi’s characteristic erudition and elegance, it will continue to be essential reading for students of
international politics and for all of those who simply wish to understand better the path the world has taken
since the end of the Second World War.

“The book compels admiration for its thoroughness, its scope, the masterly ordering of its immense
material.”
The Sunday Times

“This is a famous book, and has been for forty years, as it has grown steadily in scope and colour. Ninety-
something per cent of political commentary is cribbed and confined by a lack of historical and geographical
context. Here, for once, are the dots joined, the movements explained and the details returned to the world-
sized landscape.”
Andrew Marr

“Peter Calvocoressi's book is an invaluable guide to global politics since the Second World War. It has
reminded me of things I had forgotten and taught me things I did not know.  I will be a constant user of this
interesting book.”
Chris Patten

“Lucid narrative, coherent structure and an enlightened liberal viewpoint.”
Sir Con O’Neill , The Observer

“This is the most lucid, comprehensive, intelligent, and  reliable account of post-war modern history on the
market.”
Teaching Politics

“Peter Calvocoressi has a remarkable record of providing concise, pithy, shrewd and accessible analyses of
contemporary history. World Politics demonstrates fully the range of his knowledge and the sagacity of his



judgement.”
Professor Sir Lawrence Freedman.

About the author
Peter Calvocoressi, a distinguished figure in the field of International Relations, was born in 1912 and
educated at Eton and Balliol College, Oxford, where he received a First in History. He was called to the Bar
in 1935. During the Second World War he worked in Ultra intelligence at Bletchley Park and later attended
the Nuremberg trials. Since then he has divided his time between publishing and international affairs.

In the post-war period he succeeded Arnold Toynbee as author of the annual Survey of International Affairs.
He was a partner in Chatto & Windus and the Hogarth Press and Chief Executive of Penguin Books. He has
been a reader in International Affairs at the University of Sussex and has served on the Councils of the Royal
Institute of International Affairs, the International Institute for Strategic Studies and Amnesty International,
and on the UN Sub-Committee on Discrimination and Minorities. He has been chairman of the London
Library and the Africa Bureau.

In addition to this he is, of course, the author of many books, including the Penguin History of the Second
World War; Fall Out: World War Two and the Shaping of Post-war Europe; A Time for Peace; Top Secret
Ultra, a memoir of his time at Bletchley Park;  Nuremberg: The Facts, the Law and the Consequences; and
Threading My Way.

 

 

About the Author

About the author:

Peter Calvocoressi (who turns 97 this year) has had a remarkable life. During the war he worked at Bletchley
Park as part of the Ultra intelligence team; he was sent to Nuremberg by the Joint Intelligence Committee,
where he provided advice to the four chief prosecutors; in the post-war period he succeeded Arnold Toynbee
and wrote the annual survey for the Royal Institute of International Affairs; from 1961 to 1971 he was on the
council of the International Institute of Strategic Studies and served as chair of their Africa Bureau; during
the same period he served on the United Nations Working Group on Minorities; on top of which he managed
to develop distinguished ancillary careers in publishing, journalism, academia, and, of course, as an author of
over twenty books

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andria Miguel:

The book with title World Politics since 1945 posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get
a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.



Lloyd Schuler:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled
World Politics since 1945 your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication
then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The World Politics since
1945 giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Homer Holmes:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this World Politics since 1945 e-book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty World Politics since 1945 as good book not
only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its
cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Tammie Torres:

You can find this World Politics since 1945 by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing
it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern
era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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