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A Poverty of Rights is an investigation of the knotty ties between citizenship and
inequality during the years when the legal and institutional bases for modern
Brazilian citizenship originated. Between 1930 and 1964, Brazilian law
dramatically extended its range and power, and citizenship began to signify real
political, economic, and civil rights for common people. And yet, even in Rio de
Janeiro?Brazil's national capital until 1960?this process did not include everyone.
Rio's poorest residents sought with hope, imagination, and will to claim myriad
forms of citizenship as their own. Yet, blocked by bureaucratic obstacles or
ignored by unrealistic laws, they found that their poverty remained one of rights
as well as resources. At the end of a period most notable for citizenship's
expansion, Rio's poor still found themselves akin to illegal immigrants in their
own land, negotiating important components of their lives outside of the
boundaries and protections of laws and rights, their vulnerability increasingly
critical to important networks of profit and political power. In exploring this
process, Brodwyn Fischer offers a critical re-interpretation not only of Brazil's
Vargas regime, but also of Rio's twentieth-century urban history and of the
broader significance of law, rights, and informality in the lives of the very poor.
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A Poverty of Rights is an investigation of the knotty ties between citizenship and inequality during the years
when the legal and institutional bases for modern Brazilian citizenship originated. Between 1930 and 1964,
Brazilian law dramatically extended its range and power, and citizenship began to signify real political,
economic, and civil rights for common people. And yet, even in Rio de Janeiro?Brazil's national capital until
1960?this process did not include everyone. Rio's poorest residents sought with hope, imagination, and will
to claim myriad forms of citizenship as their own. Yet, blocked by bureaucratic obstacles or ignored by
unrealistic laws, they found that their poverty remained one of rights as well as resources. At the end of a
period most notable for citizenship's expansion, Rio's poor still found themselves akin to illegal immigrants
in their own land, negotiating important components of their lives outside of the boundaries and protections
of laws and rights, their vulnerability increasingly critical to important networks of profit and political
power. In exploring this process, Brodwyn Fischer offers a critical re-interpretation not only of Brazil's
Vargas regime, but also of Rio's twentieth-century urban history and of the broader significance of law,
rights, and informality in the lives of the very poor.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A Poverty of Rights tackles an elusive topic whose importance is difficult to exaggerate. Fischer confronts
the subject in an intellectually honest way, and her research is astonishing in both breadth and depth. Her
dialectical approach, expressed in the axiom that 'rights poverty emerged as a compromise rather than a
defeat,' illuminates the subject matter as no binary approach could." (José C. Moya, University of California
Los Angeles and Barnard College)

"Few . . . have examined those excluded from the populist bargain in as sophisticated a way as Brodwyn
Fisher does in her analysis of 'the connections between law, poverty and citizenship' in Brazil's then-capital
of Rio de Janeiro." (Hendrik Kraay)

"Dr. Brodwyn Fischer has written a richly researched and innovative account of the 'impossibly paradoxical
historical relationship between Rio de Janeiro's urban poor and the rule of law,' with a focus on 'the degree to
which hope has coexisted with cynicism and the use of laws and rights has expanded in lockstep with vital
informalities'. It is an exquisitely detailed and carefully crafted monograph that advances our understanding
of key aspects of Brazil's urban life, law, and politics while shedding light on the discourses and practices of
the 'frustratingly vague and heterogeneous social group' designated as the urban poor, the informal sectors, or
the 'povão' (the really 'common people')." (SOCIAL HISTORY)

"Brodwyn Fischer's superb monograph analyzes the citizenship rights poor cariocas (natives of the city of
Rio de Janeiro), migrants, and immigrants exercised in the mid-twentieth century. In doing so, she fills some
significant voids in mid-twentieth century Brazilian and Latin American historiography and makes important
connections to the scholarship on similar themes for both earlier and later periods . . . It should be a popular
book for graduate courses and advanced graduate seminars in urban, Brazilian, and Latin American history."
(Peter M. Beattie The Americas)

"Brodwyn Fischer's book will occupy a significant place at the intersection of studies of modern urban
design patronage, and citizenship in Latin America." (Pablo Piccato)

"One-sixth of humanity now lives in urban slums, and A Poverty of Rights offers pioneering insights into the
political dimensions of urban poverty in Brazil and Latin America. Focusing on the political struggles of
Rio's favelados, Fischer shows how slum dwellers' rising political consciousness motivated them to
challenge their exclusion from formal politics. Their struggles resulted in conquests in both civic and
property rights, despite the staying power of clientelism in Brazil's capital city." (Joseph L. Love, University
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign)

About the Author
Brodwyn Fischer is Associate Professor of History at Northwestern University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Mamie Wilson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled A Poverty of
Rights: Citizenship and Inequality in Twentieth-Century Rio de Janeiro? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Stephen Rael:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication A Poverty of Rights: Citizenship and Inequality in
Twentieth-Century Rio de Janeiro will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with
you?

Mike Edwards:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that A Poverty of Rights: Citizenship
and Inequality in Twentieth-Century Rio de Janeiro book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Ian Bracy:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So
you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims A Poverty of Rights:
Citizenship and Inequality in Twentieth-Century Rio de Janeiro.
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