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In 2010, Haiti was ravaged by a brutal earthquake that affected the lives of
millions. The call to assist those in need was heard around the globe. Y et two
years later humanitarian efforts led by governments and NGOs have largely
failed. Resources are not reaching the needy due to bureaucratic red tape, and
many assets have been squandered. How can efforts intended to help the
suffering fail so badly? In thistimely and provocative book, Christopher J. Coyne
uses the economic way of thinking to explain why this and other humanitarian
efforts that intend to do good end up doing nothing or causing harm. In addition
to Haiti, Coyne considers awide range of interventions. He explains why the
U.S. government was ineffective following Hurricane Katrina, why the
international humanitarian push to remove Muammar Gaddafi in Libya may very
well end up causing more problems than prosperity, and why decades of efforts
to respond to crises and foster development around the world have resulted in
repeated failures. In place of the dominant approach to state-led humanitarian
action, this book offers a bold aternative, focused on establishing an
environment of economic freedom. If we are willing to experiment with
aid?asking questions about how to foster development as a process of societal
discovery, or how else we might engage the private sector, for instance?we
increase the range of alternatives to help people and empower them to improve
their communities. Anyone concerned with and dedicated to alleviating human
suffering in the short term or for the long haul, from policymakers and activists
to scholars, will find this book to be an insightful and provocative reframing of
humanitarian action.
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In 2010, Haiti was ravaged by a brutal earthquake that affected the lives of millions. The call to assist those
in need was heard around the globe. Y et two years later humanitarian efforts led by governments and NGOs
have largely failed. Resources are not reaching the needy due to bureaucratic red tape, and many assets have
been squandered. How can efforts intended to help the suffering fail so badly? In thistimely and provocative
book, Christopher J. Coyne uses the economic way of thinking to explain why this and other humanitarian
efforts that intend to do good end up doing nothing or causing harm. In addition to Haiti, Coyne considers a
wide range of interventions. He explains why the U.S. government was ineffective following Hurricane
Katrina, why the international humanitarian push to remove Muammar Gaddafi in Libya may very well end
up causing more problems than prosperity, and why decades of efforts to respond to crises and foster
development around the world have resulted in repeated failures. In place of the dominant approach to state-
led humanitarian action, this book offers abold alternative, focused on establishing an environment of
economic freedom. If we are willing to experiment with aid?asking questions about how to foster
development as a process of societal discovery, or how else we might engage the private sector, for
instance?we increase the range of alternativesto help people and empower them to improve their
communities. Anyone concerned with and dedicated to aleviating human suffering in the short term or for
the long haul, from policymakers and activists to scholars, will find this book to be an insightful and
provocative reframing of humanitarian action.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Coyne attempts to explain why conventional approaches to humanitarian aid and longer term economic
development have failed miserably . . . Recommended.” (M. Q. Dao)

"Coyne's message is desperately needed within the development community. He devel ops a systematic
theory that enables usto better understand foreign intervention, expertly revealing its application in awide
range of countries over time." (Benjamin Powell, Professor of Economics Texas Tech University)

"Insanity has been defined as doing the same thing over and over again and expecting a different result.
Bringing public choice and Austrian economics to bear, Coyne explains why conventional approachesto
humanitarian aid and longer-term economic devel opment have failed miserably?and how to avoid repeating
the same mistakes." (William F. Shughart 11, J. Fish Smith Professor in Public Choice Utah State University)

"Coyneisto be congratulated for a book that strongly calls into question the conventional wisdom that we
must look first to government to accomplish humanitarian ends." (George L eef Regulation Magazine)

"If you seek to assist people in need because of chronic poverty or natural calamities, steer clear of
government aid programs and provide the assistance directly or via private organizations. Government aid
programs have a proven record of failure, which is not coincidental, but systematic, owing to faulty
knowledge and perverse political incentives. Christopher Coyne's new book provides the relevant facts and
analysisto understand thisimportant matter." (Robert Higgs, Senior Fellow in Political Economy The
Independent Institute)

"Coyne offers a classic neo-liberal economic analysisto explain why the humanitarian project in its current
state is doomed.” (Zoe Cormack)

About the Author

Christopher J. Coyneisthe F.A. Harper Professor of Economics at George Mason University and the
Associate Director of the F. A. Hayek Program for Advanced Study in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics
at the Mercatus Center. He is the author of After War: The Political Economy of Exporting Democracy ,
coauthor of Media, Development, and Institutional Change, and coeditor of The Handbook on the Palitical
Economy of War.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gail Kernan:

This Doing Bad by Doing Good: Why Humanitarian Action Fails book is simply not ordinary book, you
have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book isinformation inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get datawhich is getting deeper you read alot of information you will
get. This Doing Bad by Doing Good: Why Humanitarian Action Fails without we recognize teach the one
who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Doing Bad by Doing



Good: Why Humanitarian Action Fails can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Doing
Bad by Doing Good: Why Humanitarian Action Fails having very good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Martina Barton:

This book untitled Doing Bad by Doing Good: Why Humanitarian Action Fails to be one of several booksin
which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit uponit.
Y ou will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it viaonline. The publisher
of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Chad Wright:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be study. Doing
Bad by Doing Good: Why Humanitarian Action Fails can be your answer because it can be read by you
actually who have those short spare time problems.

Sonia Cancel:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for
you. Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Doing Bad by Doing Good: Why Humanitarian Action Fails can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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