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The Gulag—the vast array of Soviet concentration camps—was a system of repression and punishment
whose rationalized evil and institutionalized inhumanity were rivaled only by the Holocaust.
The Gulag entered the world’s historical consciousness in 1972, with the publication of Alexander
Solzhenitsyn’s epic oral history of the Soviet camps, The Gulag Archipelago. Since the collapse of the
Soviet Union, dozens of memoirs and new studies covering aspects of that system have been published in
Russia and the West. Using these new resources as well as her own original historical research, Anne
Applebaum has now undertaken, for the first time, a fully documented history of the Soviet camp system,
from its origins in the Russian Revolution to its collapse in the era of glasnost. It is an epic feat of
investigation and moral reckoning that places the Gulag where it belongs: at the center of our understanding
of the troubled history of the twentieth century.
Anne Applebaum first lays out the chronological history of the camps and the logic behind their creation,
enlargement, and maintenance. The Gulag was first put in place in 1918 after the Russian Revolution. In
1929, Stalin personally decided to expand the camp system, both to use forced labor to accelerate Soviet
industrialization and to exploit the natural resources of the country’s barely habitable far northern regions.
By the end of the 1930s, labor camps could be found in all twelve of the Soviet Union’s time zones. The
system continued to expand throughout the war years, reaching its height only in the early 1950s. From 1929
until the death of Stalin in 1953, some 18 million people passed through this massive system. Of these 18
million, it is estimated that 4.5 million never returned.
But the Gulag was not just an economic institution. It also became, over time, a country within a country,
almost a separate civilization, with its own laws, customs, literature, folklore, slang, and morality. Topic by
topic, Anne Applebaum also examines how life was lived within this shadow country: how prisoners
worked, how they ate, where they lived, how they died, how they survived. She examines their guards and
their jailers, the horrors of transportation in empty cattle cars, the strange nature of Soviet arrests and trials,
the impact of World War II, the relations between different national and religious groups, and the escapes, as
well as the extraordinary rebellions that took place in the 1950s. She concludes by examining the disturbing
question why the Gulag has remained relatively obscure, in the historical memory of both the former Soviet
Union and the West.
Gulag: A History will immediately be recognized as a landmark work of historical scholarship and an
indelible contribution to the complex, ongoing, necessary quest for truth.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Parkin:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Gulag: A History is kind of
guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jenny Davis:

This Gulag: A History tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of
this Gulag: A History can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Gulag: A History forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

Wesley Mansour:

The reserve untitled Gulag: A History is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality
of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Gulag: A History from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Elmo Bragg:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Gulag: A History when you desired it?
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