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What you are as a person is far more important than what you are as a basketball
player. John Wooden

Foreword by UCLA Basketball Coach Steve Alford

John Wooden hel ped define college basketball in the twentieth century and
became an icon of American sports. His name is forever identified with the
University of California, Los Angeles, where in the 1960s and 1970s he built a
basketball dynasty and coached Bruin teams to unprecedented success. ten
national championshipsin twelve years, seven national titlesin arow, four
perfect seasons, and an eighty-eight-game winning streak all NCAA men's
records that remain unrivaled.

To speak only of Wooden s UCLA coaching career isto overlook a significant
part of hislife story, however. Wooden was born in Indiana, and throughout his
long life--he died in 2010 just months shy of his hundredth birthday--he remained
proud of his Hoosier roots, enough so that he visited his home state whenever
possible, maintained contacts with old friends, and always stayed true to the
midwestern values instilled in him by his family and teachers. In 1948, when at
age thirty-seven Wooden accepted UCLA s head basketball job, few West
Coasters had ever heard of him. Plenty of Hoosiers had.

They knew him as a young John Bob growing up on a Morgan County farm near
the hamlet of Centerton, learning to toss a rag-stuffed ball through a tomato
basket nailed to a barn wall. They knew him as the accomplished athlete
nicknamed Pert who helped his Martinsville High School basketball team
compete in three state championships. And they knew him as the India Rubber
Man at Purdue University in West Lafayette, where, as a three-time All-
American guard, he delighted fans with his hustle and dives for loose balls.
Hoosiers, too, are the ones who called Wooden coach before the rest of the nation
knew him as Coach. In the 1930s and 1940s, Johnny Wooden honed his hoops-
teaching skills at South Bend Central High School and later at Indiana State
Teachers College (now Indiana State University) in Terre Haute before crossing
the continent to make basketball history.
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In this tenth volume of the Indiana Historical Society Press's celebrated Y outh
Biography Series, Barbara Olenyik Morrow traces the path of Wooden s career.
Readers young and old alike will meet the coaches who served as Wooden s
mentors; the high-school sweetheart who became his devoted wife, Nell; the
players who both respected and challenged him; and the fans who revered him
not just for his coaching record but also for his decency and common-sense
wisdom wisdom encapsulated in his homespun maxims ( Never mistake activity
for accomplishment ) and highlighted in his well-known Pyramid of Success.
Full of archival photos, this biography aso shows how Wooden s story is
inseparable from major events and socia currentsin the twentieth century, from
the Great Depression to civil-rights struggles to campus unrest during the
Vietnam War.
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What you are as a person is far more important than what you are as a basketball player. John Wooden
Foreword by UCLA Basketball Coach Steve Alford

John Wooden helped define college basketball in the twentieth century and became an icon of American
sports. His name is forever identified with the University of California, Los Angeles, where in the 1960s and
1970s he built a basketball dynasty and coached Bruin teams to unprecedented success: ten national
championshipsin twelve years, seven national titlesin arow, four perfect seasons, and an eighty-eight-game
winning streak all NCAA men's records that remain unrivaled.

To speak only of Wooden s UCLA coaching career isto overlook asignificant part of hislife story, however.
Wooden was born in Indiana, and throughout hislong life--he died in 2010 just months shy of his hundredth
birthday--he remained proud of his Hoosier roots, enough so that he visited his home state whenever
possible, maintained contacts with old friends, and always stayed true to the midwestern values instilled in
him by hisfamily and teachers. In 1948, when at age thirty-seven Wooden accepted UCLA s head basketball
job, few West Coasters had ever heard of him. Plenty of Hoosiers had.

They knew him as a young John Baob growing up on a Morgan County farm near the hamlet of Centerton,
learning to toss a rag-stuffed ball through a tomato basket nailed to abarn wall. They knew him as the
accomplished athlete nicknamed Pert who helped his Martinsville High School basketball team compete in
three state championships. And they knew him as the India Rubber Man at Purdue University in West
Lafayette, where, as athree-time All-American guard, he delighted fans with his hustle and dives for loose
balls. Hoosiers, too, are the ones who called Wooden coach before the rest of the nation knew him as Coach.
In the 1930s and 1940s, Johnny Wooden honed his hoops-teaching skills at South Bend Central High School
and later at Indiana State Teachers College (now Indiana State University) in Terre Haute before crossing the
continent to make basketball history.

In this tenth volume of the Indiana Historical Society Press's celebrated Y outh Biography Series, Barbara
Olenyik Morrow traces the path of Wooden s career. Readers young and old alike will meet the coaches who
served as Wooden s mentors; the high-school sweetheart who became his devoted wife, Nell; the players
who both respected and challenged him; and the fans who revered him not just for his coaching record but
aso for his decency and common-sense wisdom wisdom encapsulated in his homespun maxims ( Never
mistake activity for accomplishment ) and highlighted in his well-known Pyramid of Success. Full of
archival photos, this biography aso shows how Wooden s story is inseparable from major events and social
currents in the twentieth century, from the Great Depression to civil-rights struggles to campus unrest during
the Vietnam War.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Barbara Olenyik Morrow is ajournalist and author from Auburn, Indiana, who has been a Pulitzer Prize
finalist for editorial writing. Her youth biography of novelist and conservationist Gene Stratton-Porter was
published by the IHS Press in 2010. Morrow's other books include From Ben-Hur to Sster Carrie, in which
she profiled five Hoosier writers during Indiana s golden age of literature, and A Good Night for Freedom, a
well-received children s picture book.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
L awrence Gibbs:

The knowledge that you get from Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden (Y outh Biography) will be the
more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden (Y outh
Biography) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makesit easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having
this Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden (Y outh Biography) instantly.

Leonard Vega:

The e-book untitled Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden (Y outh Biography) is the guide that
recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was
did alot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden

(Y outh Biography) from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Walter Pressey:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden (Y outh Biography) can be your answer because it can be
read by you who have those short free time problems.



Alberto Turcotte:

The book untitled Hardwood Glory: A Life of John Wooden (Y outh Biography) contain alot of information
on theitem. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.
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